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| PREFACE 


3 aud Novels 1 bad 
their Turns of wy ſmp ;* but 
as they ſerv d only for Amuſe- 
ment, and afforded no manner of In- 
N ſtruflion, it need not be wonder d, 
that in this improu'd Age W > 
dur Toft is become” more Mah, they 8 


are 10 longer Reliſh'd. And wid 155 8 : 1 


1 followi- ng Pages carry no more in them 
than the meer Diverſion the Reading 
gives, We ſhould expect no better Fat. 


— a Utile ut with the Dulce; 
* be will ſe "OY Revolve in his 
3 ind 


But in theſe Memoirs the Reader wilh 


r 
Mind what be here finds, He may be 
enabled to avoid many of the Rocks and 
S Shelves which he in bis Way in the 
„ 
10e Poor Gentleman, who bas bad 
the Good Nature to Oblige the World 
with this Hiſtory of bis Amonrs, was 
tangbt by Fatal Experience, The Fol. 
ph of Intrigueing. And if the Young. 
Sparize now adays will not be Convine'd 
| of the Truth of his Dofrin, They may 
3 (Cf they pleaſe ) by the ſame Experi- | 
| ence, grow as Wile as e; but if 


An... Ci. ow P 


mama cath 


. Fa they make themſelves not as Miſerable 
| too, will be the Effelt only of Good: || 
Fo Fortune, for. Coquettry is g Hh 


But we bope that Char ming and Bet b, 
Fo Part of Humane kind, will not Efteem ||, 


dene z 


The Preface. 


Sex; for the Virtuous (who are mich the ” 


Superior in Number) are not at all con- 
cern'd in it, and therefore cannot ſure 


be Diſpleas 2 to ſee T hoſe epo d, who ; 


bring a Scandal upon them, and make 


Us ſuſpeF, there is no ſuch T bing a as 


| Red Modeſty among Women. 
As for the Men, if they do not ac- 


knowledge our Author's Gul Will to 
do them Service, afier He has given 


| this Proof of it, by ſo freely expoſing 


bis Diſcretion to their Cenſure, rather 


Hiſtory affords, T bey muſt be feen d 
very Ungrateful. 


| 1 Events theſe P apers cont ain 


which 


Laftly, If the many Adventures and 


will not Divert the Reader, and das 
bim on to the Concluſion, He muſt be 
very Nice, fince in a true Hiſtory, 


1 , 


than with. hold the Admonitions bis 


7 


The — — 


which be A uthor. averrs this to be, 
ttzhere 3 never war found agreat- 
er Va "ariety.. 


Tube Tranſlator ain it his Davy to 
beſpeak the Reader's Favour, aſſurin 
him the Author is exactly Render 
and be hopes the Beauty of the French 
is not loft in the Verſion. The Dicti. 
on is not. Impure; but if tbe Style 
ſeems not altogether Mr. St. Evre- 
mont' g, it muſt be remember d, that 
altbo that Great Man put the If 
Hand 10 theſe Memoirs, yet — wiſely 
| | left them in the Author's Dreſs, fence 
bb have alter d that, would have talen 
from the Credibility of the Story, 
an the World might haue _ 74 
1 bad been bis own lr. 8 
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Am now entring into my Sixti th | Lear, 
more weary of the World, for the Croſſes 
I have met with in it, than becauſe of my 
=. Age. Let me then endeavour to enjoy my 
ſelf, during that little Time that is pet afforded 
me; by employing my Thoughts wholly on that, 
which may draw them off from worldly Concerns. 
But my Life being, as I may ſay, a Complication 
of all the Misfortunes:which: the Convert lation of 
Women expoſes a Man to, I rhinkit will be of no 
little Uſe, < both to my. felt and others, If run 3 
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over all thoſe Adventures of mine which they en- 
gag'd me in. Whoſo reads theſe Memoirs, will, 
perhaps, warned by my Follies, know how to 
avoid the like Diſaſters; and I by writing them, 
and expoſing the Ridiculous Errors all Admirers 
of the fair Sex are guilty of, will be encouraged 
to perſiſt in the Reſolution J have taken of extin- 
guſhing that curſed Inclination, that in ſpight of 
my Age and Experience, might yet bear too great 
a Sway over my Judgment; ſo little is the Power 
we have over our ſelves, to follow that Good we 
approve of, and avoid that evil which we blame. 
Since my Deſign in writing theſe Memoirs, is 
rather to leave the World an Inſtruction than an 
Hiſtory, I hope I may be excus'd if I conceal my 
own Name-as well as the Names of moſt Perſons 
I ſhall ſpeak of. My Aim in writing being not 
ſo much the making a Recital of my Adventures, 
as by that Recital to direct my Reader how he 
| ſhall avoid thoſe Inconveniencies I have lain un- 
der; and it would be unjuſt in him, to apply him- 
ſelf rather to gueſs at the Truth of rhis Hiſtory, 
than to make his Advantage of what T write. 
I deſire that ſuch as find me out will at leaſt be 
ſo kind as not to divulge their ConjeCtures, and I 
diſcover to them as a Secret all I can not conceal 


from them. 
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I Was born in May, in the Year 1625. My 
Father, who was deſcended of one of the moſt 
Ancient Houſes in the whole Kingdom, and had 


620. 


an Employment in the Army which allowed him 


little Leiſure to look after his Family, (which con- 
ſiſted in a Girl and Three Boys) had left that 
wholly to my Mother; the Girl being the Eldeſt, 
and I the Youngeſt of the Four. He might be 
worth about Four Hundred Thouſand Livers, 
and was the Poorer becauſe he had made conſi- 
derable Settlements on my Mother, tho? ſhe had 
brought him but a ſlender Fortune. We ſcarce 
knew any thing, but we were informed how ſmall 
an Eſtate we muſt truſt to. My Mother took, 


Care not to be troubled with us too long, and 


having beſtowed her Daughter into a Nunnery, 


where ſhe paid but little for her Board, ſhe 


look*d for Colleges, where her Sons might be 
Educated at as cheap a Rate. My elder Brother, 
tho? he was yet but Fifteen, had already engag'd 
himſelf into the Army; and my ſecond Brother 
and I were ſent, under the Conduct of a Prieſt, 
to a little Conntry-Vown; ''wherein was a Col- 
lege, where the Prieſt carried us to follow our 


Studies. Wel were not a little look*d upon, tho? 
our Expences were no ways extravagant; but be- 
ſides that it was known what, Family we were of, 
ſuch Titles were beſtowed on us as might occaſion, 


that Diſtinction. My Brother was called a 
Count, and I a Knight; for it was not then, as 
it is no the Faſhion, to entitle Children to the 
Name of Abbot, ho have no other Call to an 
Eccleſiaſtical Life than that of being younger 
ale. 1304 MU e 
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Count, my 8 was no ways inclin'd 
nor fit to Study, and all his Occupation from 
Morning till Night was to vex the poor Man, 
Who was entruſted: with us. As for me, I was 
ſomething more tractable, and tho? I was no E. 
nemy to Sports, yet I 2 Shift to pleaſe my 
Tutor. The Difference that was obſer v'd in our 

5 Character, procur'dime ſome Praiſe; which be- 

Ing a Mortifieation to my Brother, occaſion'd that 
Hatred he has always: bore me, an Inſtance that 
Parents ought-never to ſend Children out to zether, 
Whoſe Inclinations are different. The Repri- 
mands an elder Brother, who is outdone by his 

Junior, is ſubject to, Mult always be paid for, by 
him who is the innocent Cauſe thereof. My 
Brother was already Fifteen and I Fourteen Years 
old, when a Company: of wept oe: oh into 
that Ne” Et AR Yar an 01 N 
3 FE, 9 37 8 1 n en ws be: 
A I had as yet felt but looſe and uncertain Fang 
preſſions of that Paſſion which inclines one Sex 
to the other. It was at the Play that it began to 
unfold it ſelf, and make me feel it's Rage: And 1 
muſt, own it, to my Shame, or to that of the gra- 
ver Authors of the Tragick Scene, that at the 
Aging of the Cid I began to love in earneſt. The 
Actreſs, who repreſented Chimera, | charmed me 
with her Beauty, and the Tenderneſs expreſs'd 
an her 2 I was mov'd with Compaſſion: at 


her. Sufferings ; N dab methought ſomething 


 concern'dthat ſhould be ſo Virtuous as the 


"I" had made her: But that Care was pre- 
2 A 2 ſentiy 
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ſently over. I foon underſtood how that Wo- 
man, who on the Stage expreſs'd ſuch Vertue, had 
as little in another Place. This it was that put 
my poor ru mg eee thought 
I, were it then ſo caſie. far me to be belov'd by 
that Chimena who is ſoicruelto Rodexiguo? Theſe 
and ſuch like Reflezjong wholly employ'd my 
Thoughts, and thus Lunwittingly Suck'd in the 
What 1 ape enc fl that tender Age, has 
ſince hindred my being ſurpriz'd, - when I have 
ſeen Actreſſes, tho? never ſo infamous, be courted 
with a ſtronger Paſſion than honeſt and vertuous 
Women. "The Part they act on the Stage ſeem- 
ing to give, as it, were Reliſh to that which they 
2 elſewhere, is 19:03 5023450 111541 4 
However, I was not old enough to apply my 


{elf to the Chimena, who had pleaſed me ſo well 


# .& 


in acting the Cid. Beſides; ſhe. was, always en- 
gag'd with Sparks, not.lg-young as my ſelf, and 
whoſe Pockets were better furniſh'd than mine at 


that Time; and foreſeeing that if I preſum'd to 


make Love to her without preſenting her with 
ſomething, I ſhould be receiv'd hut as a School. 
boy, I ſought for eaſier: Amours and Miſtreſſes 
not ſo hard to be come at. But to whom ſhould 
I offer my Service? I ſaw not one Woman who 
was indifferent to me. Every She was my Chi- 
mena, but I; alas! was no Body's Rodriguo; and 
the greateſt Complement, I had from thoſe I be- 
ſtowed moſt upon was, That I was a pretty Boy. 
This was worſe than Death to me, who would have 
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T bere was a Nunnery in that ſame” Town, the 


had ſelt, but on my account, that Paſſion which 
ſhe diſcover'd, and that ſhe never would feel it 
ſor any one elſe; but ſhe told me, That if I real- 
ly lov'd her, we muſt loſe no Time, but muſt 
ſeek out the Means frequently to enjoy each o- 


One 


ther's Company. 
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One may eaſily n raviſh'd I was, 


to find ſo charming a Perſon filfd with Love for 


me. I was eaſily perſwaded my own Deſert had 
occaſion'd that Paſſion in her, and the Letters ſhe 
began to ſend me daily, confirm'd me in this vain 


Opinion; for I thought it impoſſible to write 


with more Wit and Paſſion than ſhe dic. 
Her Love began to be the only Object of my 


Thoughts. We wrote to one another ev'ry Day, 
and one of my School-fellows, who was Son to a 


Servant of the Abeſſes, deliver'd me her Letters, 


when he came into School, and took my Anſwers 
Dir 


It was a Month ſince this Intrigue had begun, 


when my Brother, who, it ſeems, was fond of a 


Nun of the ſame Abby, and was not over- given 
to Secrecy, ſhew'd me the Letters he had receiv'd 


from her. How was I amaz'd, when I ſaw they | 


were almoſt Word for Word, the ſame as thoſe 
my Boarder ſent me, and that they muſt have all 
been compos'd by the Nun! I took no notice of 


it to my Brother, but having left him, I went and 


pack'd up all the Letters I had, and ſent them 
back to her whom | had receiv'd them from, ac- 
quainting her by a Note, That I would neither 


love nor {ee her any more, ſince ſhe had been ca- 
| pable of deceiving me. 11 Cc 


She return'd an Anſwer yet more diſobliging 
than my Note; and as my Love was real and ſin- 
cere, I was concern'd to ſee her angry. I ſent 


\ 


her a very ſubmiſſive Letter, begging a thouſand - - 1 


B 4 Pardons; 
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Pardons; but MP... no: 1 Imaited on 
her my ſelf; to ſue for a Reprie ve. 
she receiv'd me in ſuch a manner that 1 was 
perſuaded ſhe never had lov'd me. She made a 
Sport of the Grief I was in, and ſaving I would 
have made 4 formal Complaint of her Cruelty, 
ſme ſaid, I was a fine Lad indeed to pretend to ſuch 
a Perſon as ſhe was. This confounded me quite, 
for ſhe Was not much older than my ſelf, and 1 
was inrag'd to be us'd like a Child. by a Child, 
not knowing at that II ime, that Women are 
Woner ripe than Men. 
The ill Succeſs of this my firſt Alas t begin 
to give me an Inſight into the Character of the 
Female Sex, which would have been a Happineſs 
to me, hadi taken Warning by it + 9 I thought 
the Levity of Youth was the only Cauſe ſhe: had 
ſerv'd me ſo, and en to apply oy ſelf t to 
_ mote folid Miſtreſs. - . 
We were often invited: to the Binn a 
our of the Town we liv'd in. He was marry'd 
toa Woman not unhandſome, and who was pret · 
ty much talk'd of. She was about Thirty Years 
old, and I wanted ſomething of Fifteen, yet I ne- 
ver ſaw her but I gave her ſome Tokens of my 
Paſſion. I thought then that a Man muſt pretend 
- Courtſhip to every Woman he convers'd with, 
and in my Applications Þ really ſpoke my Mind; 
or in the general Deſire I had to make Love, I 
= _ — leart — for ys Who would accept 


1 had 
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I had read ſeveral Romances, for it was then 


that they began to becry'd up, and did not think 
it lawful to make Love otherwiſe than their He- 
roes. I fancy'd my ſelf ſometimes Alexander, 


ſometimes Orondates, and I took the Governour's 
Lady for no leſs a Miſtreſs than C aſſandra, or Sta- 


I was not at all ſuſpected by the Husband, be⸗ 


ing almoſt the only one whom he permitted her 
to converſe withal. Beſides our frequent being 
alone at her Houſe, we often went abroad, only 


ſhe and I, into a Garden ſhe had in one of the 


Suburbs. | e Re 8 oo. 
One Day ſhe told me, ſhe would try whether 
I was ſincere in my Addreſſes, and if ſhe could 


truſt me. I promigd her an Inviolable Diſcreti- - 
on; and then ſhe told me, She had ſome Buſineſs 
with a Relation of hers, whom we ſhould find in 


the Garden, but that it muſt be done with all Se- 
crecy, becauſe ſhe were undone ſhould her Hus- 
band come to the Knowledge of it, he having ex- 
preſly forbid her ever to fee that Man. She aſ- 
ſur'd me, It was about Buſineſs that ſhe deſir'd 
to diſcourſe with him, and I promis'd her, I 


would be faithful, without enquiriog what Rea- 


ſon ſhe had todo it. 
We went to the Garden, and were ſcarce there, 
but the Spark, {ſhe waited for, got in over the 


Wall, and came towards us. 1 here he is, ſaid 


ſhe; ſtay here while I ſpeak with him in that Summer- 


Houſe, and watch if any Body comes: And if there 


dots, - gau'll come and give me Notice. I told her, 
Lot a She 


0 100 
She might rely upon me; and ſhe went into the 
Summer-houſe' with that Man, while I lay Per- 


due at the End of the Walk that led to it, ſhe 


2 charg'd me not to ſtir from that Place. 

No ſooner was ſhe in, but I forgot the Promiſe 
1 had made her not to leave my Poſt, and creep- 
ing ſoftly to the Door of the Arbor, I was unluc- 
ky enough to knock at it pretty hard, crying out, 
Madam, Jour Husband is coming. Whereu pon 


ſhe came to the Door, and withour opening of it, 


deſir d me to carry her Husband into another 
Walk, while her Friend ſhould make his Ef- 


ca 
IQ wall'd aſide to give him that Leiſure, ed 


Ss. any Spark return'd by the ſame way, tho? with a 


little more haſte than he came. She came to me, 
and ſeeing me all alone, ask'd where her Husband 
was? It was in vain for me to tell her, he was 
gone out again; ſhe perceiv'd what I had done 
was but to right her, and expreſs'd ſo much Re- 
ſentment as to give me ill Language. 5 

1 . that having Knowledge of her In- 
treague, ſhe would be afraid to diſoblige me; but 
it happen dquite otherwiſe ; ſhe carried me Home 
again, without ſaying a Word, and having left 


went and told her Husband, T was an im- 


pudent young Fellow, who had been ſo bold as 

to make Love to her, and that ſhe deſir d him that 

I might come no more co her Houſe. _ 

I came there the next Day, and the Husband 

told me, in a deriding manner, that I was a lewd 
Debauchee, and. that were it not for 1 

Pe 
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ſpect he had for my Family, he would have me 
I be ty a 

J This Affron touch'd me to the Quick, and in- 
ſtead of anſwering him as 1 might have done, that 
his Wife made a Fool and a Cuckold of him; I 
only reflecting on the ſhameful manner he had 

threatned me 10, flew in his Face, and had I been 
ſtrong enough, would have done him more Mif- 
chief. His Spouſe ran in, allarm'd at the Noiſe, 
and taking her Husband's Part, called me a thou- 
ſand Rogues. See, ſaid ſhe, what Impadence tx 
How brisk this little Rogue is for his Age, and if 
he dares uſe my Husband thas, what would he not ſay 
of me, if he might be credited? IT was taken off of 

the Husband, and was deſir'd to avoid his Houſe ; - 
on which I went out, exclaiming againſt: both 
Husband and Wife as they deſerv'd. 

When I was got Home, I reflected with Ad- 
miration on the Impudence of that Woman, who 
knowing it was in my Power to ruin her Reputa- 
tion, by divulging what I knew of her, had yet 
carried her ſelf ſo ftrangely towards me; but I 
knew not as yet all a lewd Woman can do, and 
what happen'd to me then, was but a Sample of 
What I have experienced fince in thoſe of that 
Character. | 85 


This Adventure made no little Noiſe: Our 

Tutor, at whoſe Houſe we boarded, wrote to 

my Mother about it, and prayed her to ſend for- 

us back. becauſe we were grown too big to be 

govern'd by him. She would have had _—_ | 
: | | e- 


EReſpect for his Admonitions, were ſhe not that 
Year, Which was 1640. become a Widow, my 
Father being kill'd in Piedmont, in the Battle 
wherein the Count de Harcourt got the better of 
the Spaniards. She ſent for us to Paris, where 
we found my _ Eldeſt. Brother, who was come 
thither after my Father's Death, to beg for his 
Place, and to endeayour to get Two Commiſſions 
for my Brother, the Count, and my ſelt. 
Me had a Friend Whoſe Intereſt was very great, 
with whom my Eldeſt Brother had been Educa- 
ted, and who had alſo been a great Acquaintance 
of ours, in our Childhood. It was Monſieur de 
Cing Mars, Son to the Mareſchal 4 Effiat. He 
being at that Time at the higheſt Period of his 

Favour, we eaſily obtain'd what we ſued for. 
My Eldeſt Brother was preferr'd to the Poſt my 


Father had been in; my Brother, the Count, 


Was placed with the Duke de Breze, to ſerve at 
Sea, and the former, who had a Kindneſs for 
me, kept me with him, to make my firſt Cam- 
paign in Predwort the next Summer. I remain'd 
with him, at Parzs, for that Winter, being a ſharer 
in almoſt all his Pleaſures, and it was then I had 
an Opportunity of enquiring more particularly in- 
to the Manners of Women of Pleaſure. _T, 
We were almoſt perpetually at Monſieur de 
 Cing Mars's ; and here I cannot forbear mention- 
ing the Amaſement'T'was in, and the Reflexions 
Tufed to make whenever I ſaw him. Neverany 
Man ſeem'd to me more Happy, than he did at 
that Time. He was at the Age of Twenty Years 
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the King's chief Favourite, and that in ſuch a 


degree as never any one was before him; ador'd 
by all the Courtiers, and careſſed by all the La- 


dies he was pleaſed to Court. Yet I never ſaw 


him contented, and as often as he found himſelf 
alone with my Brother and me, he would ſay he 
was the unhappieſt Man in the World. He mu- 
ſed, ſighed, and would ſpend whole Hours in 
walking about the Room, without ſpeaking a 
Word. My Brother was the only Confident of 
the Cauſes of his Afflid ion, and they would of- 
ten Whiſper together. As for me, I was not de- 
ſirous of meddling with their Concerns, but could 
not ceaſe admiring how much thoſe Men are im- 
poſed upon, who think that Places of great Truſt 
_ great Honour are an eſſential Part of Happi- 
A M e 

I had no Knowledge of Monſieur de Cing Maris 
Secrets as to Matters of State, and I know not 
whether he reveaPd them to my Brother; but I 


vas entruſted with moſt of thoſe that related to 


his Gallantry ; for many may be met with who 
have Command enough over themſelves, 'to con- 
ceal what reſpects their Fortune, but few that can 
forbear bragging of what flatters their Vanity in 
„ oy RI beg i bt 
Mionſieur de Cing Mars was extraordinary hand- 
fom and very generous. However, the Women 
he applied himſelf to, were unfaithful to him. 
Being oblig'd to attend the King almoſt all Day 
long, he had but little Time left to Converſe with 
his Miſtreſſes, and they deceived him with all the 
Eaſe imaginable, * BREE 
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He kept one who had been very Expenſive to 
him: He had given her a ſumptuous Houſe, 
richly and magnificently furniſhed, and ſeldom 
made her an empty Viſit. He often carried me 
and my Brother thither, and ſometimes left us 
- there, being oblig'd to go to Court. Whether 
my Brother Was engag'd elſewhere, or that he 
Was unwilling to Court his Friend's Miſtreſs, he 
expreſs d little Kindneſs for her, and when Mon- 
fieur de Cing Mars was gone out, he commonly 
fell aſleep, and left me free Leave to talk what I 
I had not yet loſt: the Habit I had got, to fancy 
that a Man muſt not ſee a Woman without mak- 
ing Love to her. The Lady was Handſom, and, 
it may be eaſily imagin'd, that, having Liberty 
to ſay what I would, I told her I low d her. 
_ Being, however, deſirous to do Things hand- 
{mely. 1 told her, I was ſorry to ſee NMonſieur 


* 


de Cing Mars ſo fond of her, and that ſhe ſhould 


be under ſuch Obligations to him, becauſe I would 


| elſe have taken the Freedom to make my Ad- 

dreſſes to her. Joa think, ſaid ſhe, he has a Rind- 
| eſs for me, and that I am oblig d to him; but you 
are miſtaken, he does not Love me at all, and gives 
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lige others as far as I have done him, I ſhonld al- 
ready have receiv d three times as much Mony, and 
be better ſettled. „ e red inthe Gar 

I T confeſs this Diſcourſe ſeemed to me to be ſo 
ſingular that I could ſcarce forbear taxing her for 
ſo high an Ingratitude ; for I knew not then that 
a bought Miſtreſs ſtill thinks ſhe is worth more 
than is laid out for her. e ? 

I would not however let her perceive the Sur- 
prize I was in. It is true, continued I, that in 
reſpect to your Deſert Fifty Thouſand Crowns are 4 
ſmall Matter. But what muſt he expect then, who 
has nothing; and how will you accept of the Tender 
I deſign to make you of my Heart, I who cannot give 
Jou 4 Farthing? Do you think then, ſaid ſhe, that 
I am Mercenary, and would buy my Lovers? If you 
did Love, and that you are in Earneſt, I would have 
more Rindneſs for you than for Monfiear de Cinq 
Mars, with his Fifty Thouſand Crowns ; for, conti- 
nued ſhe, Whores only make a Trade of Love. | 
Theſe Words won my very Heart, and hin- 


dred the Reflexion I ſhould have made, how ridi- 


culous and extravagant it was that a Perſon. ſhoul& . 
be ſo covetous as not to be ſatisfied with Fifty 

Thouſand Crowns, and yet pretend to Genero- 
lty;- but I was charm'd with it as tho? ſhe had 
been ſincere in what ſhe ſpoke. I fancy'd my 
ſelf a Man of greater Merit than Monſieur de 
Ging Mars, and carried my Folly: fo far as to 
think, that a.Girl ſo well Equipp'd, as ſhe was, 
might not only Love me without any Intereſt, 
but might give me ſome more ſubſtantial * 4 


wy; was 
of her, Affection: For I was then very bare of 
Mony, and found that I ſhould Love that Woma 

moſt whom there was moſt to be got by. I 


= her generous Temper, and that ſhe ought not to 
doubt of my Sincerity. The Anſwer ſhe made 
me perſuaded me I was beloved by her, and ſhe 
aſſur'd me, That I ſhould be Welcom when ever 


ſturb us. I deſir'd a Meeting the next Day, at 
Ten in the Morning, and ſhe gave her Conſent. 

I left her, fo tranſported with my good For- 
tune, that I could ſcarce forbear acquainting my 
Brother with it. I could not, as we return'd 
Home, leave off talking of her to him, and that 
with ſuch an Earneſtneſs as made him Laugh. I 
think, ſaid he, jou are in Love with her, 1 ſhould, 
anſwer'd I, be rich enough to gratifie her, before I 
might pretend to that. This made my Brother 
Laugh extravagantly ; and eſpecially when I told 
him, That none but Monſieur de Cing Mars muſt 
attempt to gain her Affection; and I have thought 


I expected with Impatience that the Clock 
ſhould ſtrike the appointed Hour, when I receiv- 
ed a Note from her, wherein ſhe acquainted me, 
That an unexpected Buſineſs was fallen out, 
which obliged her to go forth early; and that 


- maker's, ſhe deſir d me to ſend her one, ſhe had 
ſeen in my Hands the Day before. I had * — 


\ 


I told her, That I was wonderfully taken with 


I ſhould Viſit her, and that no Body ſhould Di- 


ſince, that he muſt have known her for what ſhe 


J 


wanting a Watch, all her's being at the Watch- 
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My — 50 1 with her, and found 
her undrglt 1aw,no 0 Fign of her going out 
thats Day le had Lo WO of. her Friends with 
her, who, ſhe 0 1 180 ad kept her at Home 
fill then; jadqing, She mult Tore out within a quar- 
ter of ag Hour, - to proeure 

loſt as much at Play. 


retty, - which L ſent 
ate. I £tter, begging, She 


do not ant you for . ſaid ſhe, ſince you have | 


told me, Ton Fed 10 Mony. She ſpoke thoſe laſt 
Words, ſo day,, that I thought ſhe: meant to up- 
braid me with it. That ſtruck me to the Heart, 
and I reſolvid to get her TH Piſtols,” whatever 
it coſt mes I left her, "ad went and ſold a ſmall 
Diamond 1.; had, re et e ee the Mony. 
She expreſs'd; an, excellive J creat, . and told 
me, W the did Wa 12 7 to try me than any 
need ſhe <7 of: therp,.. She promis'd to meet me 
the next Day' ;.b 727 55 ne Time Was come, I 
927 Meſſ age, Tn The Was heartily ver d ſhe 

— 5 120 72 a Monbeut de Cin] Mars having 


d, he as coming to her. 


e At pe 6 co ale 5. 8 The next 
me thus fora þ a doeh Ofndid 
70 ingage he — Thar 


Ach {he ſent me Word, to meet 


xo ſpeak wit her. Slle exp reſsd 
2; that Jt n Ene not che ＋ tat 
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omiſe-againſt that After- 


en Piſtols, having 


b, ig which ſhe came, and 
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blind enough not to reflect on 
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that I ſhould ſee her at her Houſe ; bit faid, My 
frequent Viſits had been taken Notice bf, 'and that 
we muſt of neceſſity meet at ſoftie ther Place. 
But ſhe fard, That was not her greateſt Pain; for 
what troubled her moſt, Was, That Motifieur de 
Cing Mars, having given her Fifty Piſtols to buy 
her a Gown, ſhe had no more Wit than to enga 
her ſelf at Play; that ſhe dar'd not tell him 15 
had loſt them, and muſt make em up ſome way 
or other. Do you think, ſaid ſhe, that if you pre- 
tended you wanted that Moty, and fboald ask+ Mon- 
ſieur de Cinq Mars for it, he would deny you ?' I 
told her, 1 4 rd not ot propoſe any ſuch thing to 
him, not only becauſe I was averſe to borrowing 
of any one, bur ſo that for ſome'Reaſons of 
great Concern to me, I muſt not loſe Monſieur de 
Cing Mares good Opinion. She reply'd angrily, 
That this Was hut a Sham, and that ſhe was a 
Fool to think I ever lov'd her. She left me after 
that, and would not hear my Rep * 
4 had all imaginable Cale to t ink ſhe Tilted 
She had bay Watch, which ſhe haſten'd 
| v4 to return: I had given her, Fen Piſtols, and 
ſhe again asked me for Fifty more: But 


She is too rich, thought I, to deſire more than ſhe 
has, and her Addreffin her ſelf to me, mut be 
an Effect of Confidence {he has in me. 
I refolv'd then to beg the Fifty Piſtols from 
| Monſieur ae Ci " Mars, We were at her Houſe 
when I propos d this to him. I took him afide 


into another Room, and told him r 
* af 
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That T had an urgent occaſion for Fifty Piſtolsꝰ by 


reaſon my Friends allowed me ſhort. He re- 


ply*d, he would give me a Hundred, and pre- 
ſently calling the Lady, at whoſe Houſe we were; 
Mhat Mony, faid he, did I leave you, Madam, the 
laſt Time I was here? Was it not Three Hundred 
Piſtols ? Fetch me 4 Hundred, pray, which I have 4 
preſent occaſion for. She bluſhed, and not daring 
to return any Anſwer, brought him the Hundred 
Piftols ; Which he gave me. I ſcrupled taking 


. them, ſaying, That perhaps ſhe wanted them. 


No, no, ſaid he, The has enough, and I will 
have her, when you want any thing, to ſupply 
ou; and calling her, he bad her give me all I 

ould ask her for. I went away, keeping the 
Hundred Piftols, in the Reſolution of letting 
Monſieur de Cingq Mars know, That I had bor- 
row*d-them only for that Perſon of whom he had 


I was at a loſs what to make of her, who pre- 
tended Want of Fifty Piſtols, when Monſieur de 
Cing Mars had fo lately given her Three Hun- 
dred: Yet T found it pleaſant enough, ſuppoſing 


the trick'd me, to ſee her thus puniſnh'd for her 


Covetouſneſs; and that inftead of asking her for 
Mony, ſhe Was now to give me ſome as often as 
I ſhould require it. 19,79 0” - 
I could not forbear acquainting my Brother 
therewith, who was angry that I ſhould have bor- 
tow'd any thing of Monſieur de Cing Mars, and 


would have the Hundred Piſtols, ' to ſend them 
back to him. He told me then, That ſhe was us d 


"WY to 


(2 200 

to play ſuch N and let Monſieur de C. ing 
Mars give her never ſo much Mony, ſhe would 
be ill asking ſome of all that pretended to her. 
1 hade attempted, continued he, to convince Mon- 
ſieur de Cing Mars of it; but Love blinds h; im; and 
he has not Leiſure to, fat his Mi itrefſes, Q harg- 
S. 

My Brother nid. abe Hundred Piſtols, 
which Monſieur jde C ing Mars would not accept, 
but on Condition that I would ask her for morez 
wheneyer I had need of, them,” My Brother, 
who had already, found, how blind he was on her 
account, thought not fitting to let him know, 
That it was ſhe-who-had oblig'd me to ask him 
for that Sum: But as 1 had refoly'd. to get my 
Watch and my Ten dg, Iw fa alſo deter 
mind to make uſe of the Order Mon fieur de Ling 
Mars had given me, and to lack fon nothing. 9 ? 

I went then to ſee her, and Was 
aſtoniſh'd, when receiving me with A ſmiling 
: Countenance; , Well, ſaid 2925 here are the 
Hundred Piſtols Monſs ſieur de ioq Mars, as given 
pom; are not they for me? >" Fe fo. you. faidl, Why, 

Faith I have ſpent them; and, ar from that, 

muſt beg of you, that you would 75 upply. 4 gh 7 
9 more, vn the account of. an urgent { 

i hen, reply'd ſhe, you think the Three, 2 
fools Menſyur de. Ding, Mars [poke 0 25 mere ies 
Toa are miſtaken, | he. had. 21 me thew teen fr 
bim, and he is. ſo covetgus, that he would be as 

the Devil, 4 if. 1 ſhould rauch. 4 Fartiing of it. he 1544 
auen ſhe; wil hows in Per E Hes 1's am an unhoppy 
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\ W oman* Monſieur de Cinq Mars ſ7arce allows me 


what is neceſſary, and I never ask hies for any thing 7 
but he Upbraids me with it. a 
What my Brother had told me, ſecur'd me 


againſt this Artifice. I told her, ſhe miſrepre- 
ſented Monſieur de Cing Mars, and that I would 
ſpeak to him my ſelf, to know the Tr by of the 


Matter: Then I pray'd her to retyfn me my 
Watch, and my Ten Piſtols, ſince T had now no 
more Cauſe to doubt but the Love ſhe Feign'd 
Was a Pretence ſhe made uſe of to Chouſe me. 
Here ſhe weptafreſh ; begging, That for God's 
ag I would not tell Monſieur de Cizq Mars of 
Which 1 promigd I would not. But it was 
in vain for me to inſiſt upon my Watch and my 
Ten Piſtols ; ſhe poſitively'deny'd them, telling 


me ſhe would keep them for my ſake. 


As Angry as I was, I could not forbear Lavgh- 
ing at the Complement. The more I laugh'd the 
more ſhe cry d; but I had the Courage not to be 
mov'd with her Tears, and to deſpiſe her as much 
as I had ever lov'd her. She was indeed ſuch as 
my Brother had told me; tho? Monſieur de Cing 
Mars had laviſh'd an incredible Sum of Mony on 


her, ſhe would be asking every Body for more. 


She was worth Four Hundred Thouſand Livers 
when Monſieur de Cinq Mars dy'd, and we ſhall 
ſee anon what was her Fate. 

T avoided her Houſe, except when I was fore'd 
to accompany my Brother thither, where he went 


often to meet with Monſieur de Cinq Mars; and 
oking for another Amour, 1 pitch'd on 


C 3 Houſe, 


RF... 
Houſe, becauſe the Dutcheſs of was our Cou- 
| fin, and was always very obliging to me. She 

had a very pretty Niece, whoſe Education ſhe 


took care of, for ſhe had no Child as. yet. She 


was a Maid about Sixteen or Seventeen; and it 
will eafily be judg'd, that a Youth of my Com- 
plexion did not ſee her often without telling her 
ſhe was Handſome. She anſwer'd my Love in 
ſuch a manner as made me diſtracted ; ſhe did no- 
thing but Laugh at it, and I could not gueſs whe- 
ther ſhe lov'd me or no. One Day, that ſhe was 


gone out with the Dutcheſs, I went to ſee her, 


and found no Body there but a young Woman, 
that waited'on her, who was about Twenty, and 
very paſſable: I us'd to be civil to her as often as 
I ſaw her; but finding her alone, was more free 
of my — 2 uſually. She ſpoke to 
me of her Miſtreſs, who, ſhe ſaid, was paſſio- 
nately in Love with me, but dar'd not tell me fo 


her ſelf, She told me, That if I really lov'd her, 


The would endeavour to rid her of thoſe Fears, 
and to contrive how we ſhould Converſe private- 


"I ly together. I made her all the Oaths and Prote- 


ſtations ſhe deſir d; and ſhe aſſur'd me, I ſhould 
ſhortly ſee her Miſtreſs, provided I would be Diſ- 


creet. Then ſhe gave me that Caution, That 1 


ſhould not take any Notice of it-to the young La- 
dy till ſhe had prepar'd her for it. 98 
Ihis Converſation was ſcarce ended, when the 
Dutcheſs came back with her Niece. With what 
an Eye did I look on that charming Perſon, ha- 
Ving juſt before heard how well _— 9 
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ſhould be on my Account! I took that Opportu- 
nity of aſſuring her, That I lov'd her even to 
Madneſs; and indeed I never was more Paſſionate. 
I found then, that nothing is more capable of in- 
creaſing our Paſſion, than the thought of an equal 
N 05 
The Waiting Woman was afraid I ſhould grow 
Impatient. The very next Morning ſhe ſent me 
Word, She had ſomething to ſay to me: And I 
went to her in a Neighbouring Church. She told 
me, She had diſcourſed with her Miſtreſs, and 
that if I would come that Night to their Houſe, 
I-might ſee her. You may think, I did not put it 
off, but ſubmitted my ſelf to her Directions. 
I waited that Evening on the Dutcheſs, who 
kept me to Supper : And when I thought it was 
time to withdraw, I took my Leave; but inſtead 
of going out, I went up into a Garret, where 
they laid their Lumber, into which the Waiti 
Woman lock'd me. It was extream Cold, and f 
was Freezing there for the ſpace of Two Hours. 
When that Time was expir'd, which was about 
Mid-night, I heard the Door open, and perceiv- 
ed it was the Maid; who, taking me by the 
Hand, whiſper'd to me, That I ſhould follow 
her. I did; and after many Turnings, I found 


my ſelf in a Chamber, wherein was a Fire, half 


out, which gave not Light enough in the Room 
to let me ſee where I was. She bid me warm my 
ſelf, and that my Miſtreſs was coming. Halt a 
quarter of an Hour afterwards, I heard one come 
in, who, without ſaying any thing, came near 

758 4 . to 
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do me. Is it you? Said I, taking her er lar chi 
- Dutcheſs? 8 Niece:' I might repeat the Queſtion 
0 gh, no Anſwer ws made: This made 
me thi : efty: was the cauſe of 
Silence! 1 T thereſGre/Feſolv'd to ſpend no more 
Time in Talk. In that very Moment the Door 
Was oper d, and I ſa the Shape Ge Man cone 
in. The Ferſon, Who was come near me, 


diſturb'd us, 1 heard that Mam ſpeakivery fami- 
| larly to her, and ſhe deſir'd him very civilſy to go 
out; which he refus'd, and anſwered with an 
| Oath, That he would ſee what wasthe Reaſon he 
might not be admitted. With that, in he comes 


I return'd the Complement; endeavouring to get 
from him, which occafion'd ſome Noiſe. Im- 
mediately I heard a great ftirring in the Room 
over Head, and preſently a Light enters, which 
diſcoverd the Dutcheſs her ſelf, followed by her 
Waiting Woman. She was no | ſooner come into 
the Room, but I knew him who Beat me unmer. 


The Waiting Woman ſhewed me to the Dutcheſs, 
ſaying, with Tears in her Eyes, Ius ſee, Madam, 
Idid not tell you a Lye, and that the Knight hid him. 
ſelf in my C Chanter with 4 deſign ro:Reviſh me; I 
was loath to let jon knom it, 2 went aud def 


. to — out : But it mas im 
0 that I was forced to call uu The Dutcheſs 
could not forbear Laughing, "ho ſhe was very 

* ' 


puſh 
ed me into'the Ruel, and went to him wi had 


to the Bed-ſide, where I was, and falling on me 
in a furious manner, was very free of his Blows: 


 cifully to be a Footmanithat belong'd to the Houſe, 
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poſſible. for him, 


8 


nr 


— 


FFC /// d En, OS r Wo” wy vWF 7, Uoney Nu vo 


Angry, and direfting her Words to me, ſhe told 
me, Theſe were fine Doings, and that I was a 
pretty Fellow). I was ſo aſham'd that I could not 
{peak One Word. The Dutcheſs ſent ſome of her 
People to wait on me to the Door, and I-weat out, 


guelſing in part the Buſineſs. 


The Truth is, That the Waiting Woman had 
never ſpoke to her Lady in my behalf, and that 
ſhe had only made uſe of hes Name to have a 
Meeting with me her ſelf, She it was that came 
into the Room, and did not dare to anſwer when 
I ask'd, Is it you? Whether the Footman, who 
came afterwards, had ſeen me, or that he had 
uſed: to come to that young Woman, he was re- 
ſalv'd to ſtay there; and ſhe finding her ſelf in 
that Dilemma, thought the beſt way to get out 
of it, was to tell the Dutcheſs, I was hid in the 
Room. This had the Effect ſhe deſir'd; ſhe was 

aken for a chaſt Veſtal, and I for a Debauchee. 
either did I dare to undeceive the Dutcheſs pre- 
ſently, becauſe it would have prejudicd her 


to my ſhare, and no one doubted but I was in 
Love with the Waiting Woman. The Niece 
taxed me with it, and it was in vain for me to 
proteſt I was Innocent, and to tell her what Hopes 
the Maid had given me. All was to no pur- 
poſe, and ſhe ſtill believ'd what was moſt likely, * 
and took the Truths I told her for ſham Ex- 

I was reſolv'd not to be Bubbled, and ſeeing 
the Niece her ſelf was againſt me, I told the 
n Py Dutcheſs 
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Niece; ſo all the Shame of that Adventure fell 


Dutcheſs the whole Truth of 1 Buſineſs. This 
ae her ſuſpe& the Waiting Woman's Honeſty ; 
the wareh'd her, and found ſhe had Intrigues not 
only with that Footman, but alſo with ſeveral 
others She Was eurn'd our of 1 and the 
| Dutcheſs and her Niece had no ether Complaint to 
againſt me, hut chat I fhould harbour ſuch IN. 


'Thought of that young Lady, as to men 


E what Me. Alge Nad promis'd.me.. 


- When'all the Truth was out, I found the 
. Dutcheſs and her Niece more obliging than I had 
done hitherto, and wherher they had pitied the 

m Succeſs of my Adventure, or that Women have 
a natural Tendency to Love thoſe who have the 
Courage to undertake ſomething for them, I could 
not doubt but both had a Kindneſs for me. But, 


alas! ven that ſerv d but to 1 11 


do me; ſhe told me plainly, That having looled 


8. 42 into Fe mal Incontta N 
＋ he Dutcheſs was the firſt oo o open'd her Fr 


upon me hitherto but as a Child, ſhe had not dard 
to let me know the ſecret Inclination ſhe had for 
me; but that after the Courage and Diſcretion. 1 
hadkexpieſſed i in the Adventure with'the Waiting 
Woman, ſhe faw-I might be relied on, and that 
mne would have me Love her: But, ſaid ſhe, we 
wuſt patch up jour Reputation, for you have the 
N hon if T ſhoe Man, and it would be ill 
Holed upon if I (houl \adwit your equent I 

ane . quite another Man . — MS. py 


bs to - are. Tou * of your || | 
; | Fami Is | 
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ds 
Fandil, and if you will be adviſed by me, | enter into 
Orders; I will ſee you Hall not mane Preferment. * 
Get into 4 ' rt gg 170 

I told her I was ready to Obey her; Ind indeed 
I was at that Time ſo pleas d with the Thoughts 
of being courted by a Dutcheſs, that neither the 


natural Averſion I had for that Profeſſion, nor the 


melan 
that is 1 
"RS Os 
I promis d her to get ſome Body to peaks to my 


1 Reflections I might make on the Life 
in a Seminary, could deter me from 


Mine, end ciiie very Day cold eee 


and I — my Foun: 2 villiag to let me take 
that Condition upon me, which ſeem'd to rid 
them of all Care o * better than: any other. 


; you retended then a great Unconcernedneſs for 
wor dly Affairs, and made all Things ready to en- 
ter the Seminary, and to apply my ſelf to Divi- 
8 When this Reſolution of mine was given 
the Dutcheſs's Niece, to whom I had not 
ſpo e a Word of it, was amaz d and much con- 
cern'd. She told me, I was Mad, and that ſhe - 
ſhould never have expected this from me; For, 
added ſhe, I muſt confeſs I have lowd you ever ſince 


I. ſaw you. If I did not preſently let you know my 


Mind, it was becauſe I was deſirous to know you firſt ; 
however, 1 I look*d upon you as the only Man I could 


Fancy, and was in Hopes of veing Jour * rfe one Po 


or other, © 
Ab, Madan ! I reply 'd, why did.) you not [peak 


han; For what will People Jay of me, to ſee me 


alter 


Tat 


alter wy Reſolution. ter the Preparations I have 
made \However,. it ſhall he as you pleaſe, and I aſ- 


told me, al muſt by no means be:aClergy-man, 
and that if 1 Was it — be a ſenſible Alfliction 
ds ber; on which I afſur'd her, I would not: 
And the next Day I told the Dutcheſs, I could not 
Bp: 11 in my Heart to embrace an e 
E. i % 24 
I fee, ſaid ſhe, you beve — with my Niece, 1 


ber Paſſion ſup plies her with, but (be is very wide of 
ber. Mark : wo is's Fool I am weary of ; and Ile tell 
you that we intend to Marry her within theſe Two Days. 
Thereupon, ſhe told me, the Duke, her Husband, 
and fhe had taken ſecret Meaſures to Marry her 
to he Man of Fortune, who ſought for ſome Lap 
rt by mat Alliance. 1 „ 2 48 
Indeed at this News 1 found I was really in 
| Love. was poſſeſs d with a deep Sorrow, to 
. hear they were going to Marry a young Lady, I I 
had a Kindneſs for, and that to a Man, who de- 
ſervi d her no other way than by hisEftate. It 
the Dutcheſs, I was rendy tb do what ſhe would, 
| and would enter into the Seminary the very next 
Day, but that it was an unconſcionable Thing to 
Marry her Niece in that manner. Do what I de- 
fire you, anſwer'd tbe; and you foal have PI, Reaſon 
10 Compl an. ro 
1 gave the. Niece an account of the Diſcourſe 


n of the Kiodpeſ I had for * and would 


R Fc" 


fare you I will let it alone, if you mill have me. She 


know ſhe loves ou, and gives may to the idle Fancies 


| we had had; and told her, That her Aunt was 


Marry 
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* I marry, her if Tidid not put lena GO. How _ 
- | was, amazed, When upon the News that fre 
as to be married, ſhe cried out, as tranfported 
with Joy; Lordi Is it PUſſible*?: Jer, n But 
hear to; mham; tis. to jack a: n Whatterh him ? 
fxid ſhe, in a-redoubled extafie. ti OH I nom Him, 
he is an extraordinary Rich Man] and I cn be bets 
ſerious manner. Jos; ſaid ſhe, Oo Poopleyuſoto 
marry Clerg ymen? This was no oner GR tp 
ſberran and call d one of her; Women, aud em- 
bracing her 3, Ah 'my Dea, ſaid ſhe, bun E 
Jam going: tobe Married? * I er Hf 3 
IJ remaid'd wationleſa ſo great was my Amame 
ment at ſo unexpected a Change; and Sina 
moſt detefmin'& my ſelf/to become notion 
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Abbot, por even an Hermir, feeing Womb buen 
guilty of ſo much; Incorftancy. She too little 


an 


g mx 
ard my ſelf | 
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: Liſe, Ivas an 


5 al "get [ haveſince had, yer I though#T 


man bot, and took all poſſible care to ſpread 
A Report, That I was grown a Saint, and that an 


ound a wi Clergyman. 


b 1 1855 wonderfully pleas A chat a Lady of ſuch 
>. r an unſpottetf 
. have ſ@favourable Thoughts of me as ſu 


; {eRion, „Which I 5 d oe hat a 
| Woman Begin 4 602 


F 3 A Pedfdci of the firſt Qualiry beef ue 
well aceomplifh'd, had gras Be her, with the 


in a more reſpectfub and ſubmiſſive manner than 


3 901 — 


7 y F 5 * * 
7 , Nee £ 
* 4 8 . 
"2" 7 
2 
* 
9 
„ 
| ( 30 S 


neſt Countenance. Indeed it we a great Proof 1 
gave her of my Affection; for beſides the natural 
Averſion ! bay, already' faid I had for that kind'of 
y to all Affectation: But my 
bition was ſo flatter'd with my being beloy'd 
y that Woman, that tho I had not then for her 


Viele fold Obedience to all her 50 
mando, 1 eee 
Ahe ss anpamiy FOR with nivwhen 8 


xtraeuinary . Doane had inne me to be- 


iskackion 


| A: _ Diffa 
play2d'a Fart fo contraty. to my Inclination, 


Reputation, ld 
ſeem? 
IDO. The Duke, tho elder than her ſelf, 
entertain d h Suſpicion of: her Conduct, and 
cad that Truſt from him, by two or three 

Froofs ſhe had given him of her Af. 
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moſt endearing Toſtens of a ſincere Love, and that 
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thoſe of nere us d to do. The 
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ene eee Faſſion; b ur Me 7 
gave her Husband ſome Jealo 0 1 
Lover, That ſhe muſt dog no longer of his Ad-+ 
dreſſes. This almoſt diftraRetl him, and. ho fell 
Sick upon it: The only Comfort he had, was 
that of Writing toher, and I never fam ang ttfüng 
more ſoft than his Letters :. But ſhe ſhe ved them 
all to: her Husband; who himſelf compos d her 
Anſwers, which, it may be thought, wefe not 
over obliging. Tadmir d how it was: poſſible ſhe 
could be 1o cruel to him, who. Was ſo obliging to 
her; and this made me ſeerek ly deſpiſe hors (Gees 
mainly, faid I, once to her, yon mult. hate that 
Man unmercifully, to uſt him: in this barbarous 
manner. Hate him? reply u dhe, hot 4 ; I. 
ther love him, and u I follow my Incli nation 1 
would take Pit of. him: But I love my own, Quite ber- 
ter, and in the pneſent Poſtare.of my Affair 72 
not give my Flutsband the leaſt; Ground ito miſtrait 
As young as I was, I could infer from; 
That I muſt expect the ſame Fate, if her Hlusbagd . 
came to ſuſpect m e. Hewever,, I Hops my 5 
Thaughts to my A and ſesmꝰd to 9 25 
. what my Heart could not but diſapprove, 1 iet 
1 This Lover af hers knowin 1 my Viſits 
were freely admitted. of, had found the Mes 
jated with me, that he hayethe 
— — 20g her, and I could ſcarce ſ -. 
3 him, when I ſaw / him perſuaded - 
8 Diſdain prodeeded from anexxxx!ũ“˖ 
ceſlive Vertue. At laſt I — fo much Compal ©. Þ 
* ** him, and that Woman ſeem'd to me ſo 
28 | «>, 


a 


- 


* 
— — * 0 " 
8 — £ 

4 
5 . 
i — 8 if "<2 A 2 nf 
= * 2 8 * 7 your 4 

EE r 


-_ =_ 
. —ñññññ —ñ—2ũ4ä _ - 
* rr N N 
\ OR N wie * ä — — * .. %⅛˙ 1 SIE — — 3 
Ts * * n ** * 8 n * 2 * bu 
a 7 85 I» : - 8. 4 es HE gs AR; Fo \ 
3 | : þ ogg N 4 88 Þ ; It _— 
Py _ - 7 A " 4 þ . — 8 \ ; 
* . . | k r 8 7 * q 
2 5 7 5 ; . — x 
Fa * 4 N we. 1 2 S . — N e ——_ » N. 
« We . : p © X 8 1 
- £ 1 57 22 © - * x 2 »- 75 ky - I 


Wo. ter co him, avuhkhown;: and in a Counterfeited 
Duchbſd ws not the Woman! ſhe appear d to be, 


- bor, I was indeed very 


= was morè happy than himſelf uv that, in Truth 
m Vanity had mere hure in that:Attion, thao 
_— . wer my bn pr the Piry\ I cooksof 
1 | 7 9ING 


E of the Advice. He took his Opportunity to 


A Dad. Neither the — ane 1 knew any 
| A his hein gthere and it was abe Tbrel in the 
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Monate AﬀBion; chat I re. 
Of his Error L wrote a Let. 


„Hand, whereby I ger him Notice, That the 


and cha if he would watch hèr at fueh Time ase 
Wabbot uledito uiſit her, he might be con. 
of her Falſhodd! Being my ſelf the Ab- 
ioconſiderute, ro make that 
. abe proud ofa fatal Con. 
n but 1 was young and conceite 
T found a ſecret! Plenſure im Mewiug him that 


e r. e e e 
75 te a his Hands, und cho 
gave lütle Credit to it, yet he reſolv'd: to make 


＋ rs sggre es 


Jet iarg the Apartment where J us -d to ſes the 
Doch, and hid himſelf behind-the Tapefir, 


1 Hour! we uſually met at: Scarce 
33 of an 11 

Ie behind thleHangiags. Phe 
less ran to ſee what it was, and, bund him in 


deen his Amalement at vw had paſſod. eile 
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ſhe, and let rhe alone to mane by: 
not give her the Trouble o — ina ſecond 
Hume, but rpg chi gen ef a Place 
where Ttherighs.ie is e j˖jꝙvun 7 


al ande ing berigke Man 
l ee 


Brein. Here Husband 


cur Lore had: noe ts bed Whar was 
the leaſt 
ie meg and 


the Natter; Lie anſwer g be, 'wathe 
than: Ful. 


badete gd Me 75 bop dad rea, 
hear, lud Imprroi 


ir nee fo 


iwenuve:. CO 8) Dear, it 


ben#ln Careof. ſending! ii 
. _ uff his Spouſer: fondly; erefing 
our Lober cn meito himſelf, and 
ſpeaking 
befeveng dion the Duteheſ and my ſel 


andre · 


pented at loiſure for the/Pgins I had talen ʒ0 under! 


are him, bus I foo pertei d his Ref e 
0 udiciaßb tos. E bh 
deſpiſe her asmuth'as he had ever lo her, and in 
that he ſhewed i eee than 
Ehave fince done lhe l aca, Wis 


vente, . * Welke | Gn 
d Core not ee el 


t e uschsſe gal one 


dman, and 


ur gan ra\flay hero n and bea to 


iſing her unparallell'd Venue While | 
a Word. did not dgubr buche would 
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ace gra chan Wat, we daft mentiot' d, and 
ie had eeeeiv*my 


Days they 9 


That young rah Was {till 


his ory e unt Her if the ſhould reſent it. To 
2 effeer chie ſhe made Auch ſuſpicious to her Huſ- 


Wound be ret Vi Mt 
l a 0 


wh u 00 60h wht We F 
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e e of he 
of toon yet 


| earneſt; '+ — 
e had pitehꝰd 
4 L was, | 


i for in hoſe 
0 — Mi nſurns 
in her Family when 


in te fear 
Noone ane 
on Galant, e 0 


te mes He w very kaff and 
th EH made her ſwon fee there Was 
much to from him; and. it Was 
© rh | Banne arion owed my 09d: Forthne. 
"Judpirt the Complacency Mei had for me 
him jealous, reſolv/d:to put it olt of 


dan ene With, 
"Degaration 


Me Was fo! audacious as 0 
of ove to her! The Duke 


Tage <3. 1 reatning to cut 
Ser be Youth, wirhour 
reranſweredy That, if he had 
Hayy Ie made che firſt Advan- 


< 35, 
hers; he had yet it his Poſſeſſion. The Husband 
having ſhewed it to bis Lady, ſhe told him with 
che greateſt Confidence, That it was her Hand, 
but how! he came by it, for it was a 
Note ſhe fiad ſent to a bady of het Acquaintance : 
And indeed unfortunately dur the Fage, the Note 
was wrote in ſuch a manner, thatjis was hard to 
diſed ver whetlier it was to a Mam pß to a Woman. 
The Duke was eaſily perſuaded the buſineſs was 
as his = had repreſented it, and the poor | 
young Man: appear'd to: be guilty, of a double In- 
— his Crime ſeeming; much height'ned bỹ 
that 7 ting Circumſtance.  This,was not all, 
the Duicheſs had prefented him Wick. ſeveral rich 
Jewelywhich; ſhe knew he had kept ; ſo ſhe 2 
cd bin naher Husband, not — 25 that 
but ulſo of Thievery, ſaying, She mi, ſed | 
_ — of Munde, which ſhe could tax 
0 The poor B fou Man' 5 
Bund was euch, andyhe 7 ewels found in it; 
whereupon ow Duke would — proſecuted him, 
hue his dia mild, good nature thing, inter- 
—— Husband, That he would only 
charge him bis Service. The Page, preſently, 
after got a Commiſſion, but was We | 4 
| nm cheiftſt n he we in , „ß | 
au/ A in , ene om e 
11 may well be/guelsddimas'very EST ea tmy 
being f facengap'd witha Woman, who, I faw 
was fo ready 10 ſacrifice bet Lovers to her Hus- 
band's Jealouſie; but I knew not how. to break 
with her and beſides; wy Ambition faſt'ed me 
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to her, whom my Reaſon inclin'd me to abhor. 
In the mean while, I apply'd my ſelf to my Stu- 
dies, and be gr to be in ſome Reputation among 
my Fellow. ſtudents, tho I had as yet no Prefers 
x" be in the Church, neither, indeed, did I look 
on the Profeſſion I had undertaken as 3 lafting one, 
ſince I well forefaw the Dutcheſs's Kindneſs would 
come to an end in a ſhort time, n n my Re- 


verence would _ with? it. MN 371% 
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A Woman ume to me obe Morning to ac. 
quaint me, That there was a Perſon w 0 had a 
fat Benefice in his Diſpoſal, that would gladly be- 
ſtow it upon me, and that thro? her Means I 
might, when _—_ come to the Speech of him. 
I preſently imagin' d ſhe was us d to make ſuch: 
Bargains,” and ſbe frankly own'd, chat ſhe had 
put it into that Perſon's Head, in Hopes I would 
not forget her Kindneſs. | I hearkned to her Pro- 
poſal, Wale out of Curioſiry than for any Fond- 
neſs 1 had for the Benefſce, and ſhe — ppromay 
me at S. Martin's Gate, the next Day. l came 
thither, and was carry'd into an il. Id Houſe, 
where being climb'd" up to the ſecond Story, 1 
found a Girl of about Twenty, very ugly, but ex- 
traordinary well dreſt; who addreſſing her ſelf. 
to me in à familiar way, ſaid, Her Naber was 
coming, who would id drm me further of the Be- 
 nefice I had been told of, and that in the mean 
time ſhe ſhould be glad to converſe with an old 

Acquaintatice. Never was I more puzzletl in my 


Life, for I could not call to mind that Jever UP 
4 | cen 


. 


— * 


ſeen her before, tho' ſhe would have perſwaded 
me that I knew her very well. It came in my 
3 Head to tell her, That I ſuppos'd ſhe deſign'd to 
try me by that Civility, and that ſhe knew well- 
& enough that a Church man ought not to be ac- 
N 

a 


quainted with Ladies. She appear'd to be ſatisfy'd 
With this Anſwer, ſaying, She was very glad to 
ſee ſhe was not miſtaken in me, and that her Mo- + 
ther had indeed look'd upon me as a Man whoſe 
extraordinary Sanctity might entitle me to 
Church-preferments. With that ſhe made me a 
long Sermon, at which I wasamaz'd, to hear a 
Girltaſk ſo well of Piety, who by the beginning 
of her Diſcourſe feem'd rather to have been in- 
din'd to ſpeak to another.purpoſe. By that time 
the Mother came in, who began with embracing 
me, and then told me a long Story, the burthea 
of which was, That I ſhould before a Month 
were over, ſee my ſelf, through her means, one 
of the richeſt Clergymen in France. I thank'd 
her for her good Will, and was going to take my 
leave, when a Lady came in with a Purſe, ſay- 
ing, She made a Gathering for a Perſon of Quali- 
ty who was fallen under an extream Neceſſity. 
n Dear, faid the Mother, we muſt remem- 
ver the Poor; and put Three Piſtols into the Purſe: 
The Daughter gave Two, admoniſhing me that! 
8 ſhould be Charitable; and I pull'd out a Crown, ' 
; | faying, When Iſhould enjoy the Benefice, I might 
afford more liberal Alms. I grew Jealous at theſe 
Proceedings, and fear'd I had Sharpers to deal 
withal: However, I diſſembled my Thoughts, 
N „35353 and 
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and told them, I ſhould be very Nackte hear from 
them as ſoon. as poſſible, 10 not tarry long, 
for the Mother having, in the Diſcourſe, we. had 
together, told me, That ſhe had another Daugh- 
ter in a Nunnery, I was ſurpriz d to ſee her at my 
Lodging the next Day, with that pretended 
Daughter of hers, who might be about Fifteen or 
Sixteen Years old, and ſeem'd very Melancholy. 
The Sight of that pretty Maid engag d me to 
feign an Agreement to the Propoſal about the Be- 
nefice, that I might have a pretence to ſee her, in 
 viſicing the Mother ; which I did TWO Days af. 
ter. I wasreceiv*d by that young Woman; who 
appear'd yet. more ſad than when ſhe was at my 
'  Lodgings; and I could not forbear asking her the 
5 Cauſe of her Grief, She look d firſt about her, 
and ſeeing no Perſon near, told me With Tears in 
her Eyes, That the Woman of the Honſe was no 
Mother of hers, but fad ſtole her from her Friends 
while ſhe was a Child, ſo that ſhe knew not whom 
to call Father. Theſe Words were attended with 
a Shower of Tears; which ſo mov'd me with 
Compaſſion, that I promis'd her I would take 
her out of that Houſe. She ſeem'd reviv'd at 
this Anſwer, and ſaid, If I had that Charity for 
her, I ſhould take her away immediately. I an 
order'd, ſaid ſhe, to entertain joa alone, in hopes you 
may be Rude to me; which if you "were, there are 
' Rogues ready to hector jou, with a Deſign to bubble you 
out of your Mon). 1 found then what Danger I 
V was expos'd to in remaining there, and began in- 
deed to fear, leſt I ſhould not go out as brisk as I 
1 | FO. came 
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W 
came in: 80 T roſt, "intending t he gone, and tel- 
ling her She hould not trouble her ſelf, und that 
E:would not fuffer her to remain long in {ach a 
Houſe: But ſhe not content therewith, would 
needs follow i me out, fearing; if I went withvur 
het y *T'*ſhould . forget my] Promiſe. While I 
us ming freſh Proteſtations, That L would 
bb tra to my Word} in came Twas Men 
with draw Swords in their Hands, fd acooft- 
ed me in a very rude manner yerying, So] ſo Mon- 
fear Lib, mur ! Tou lots ine Ladies, it ſeems. 
I unſwer'd them as civilly us 1 could, telling 
chem, more than onbe; I: was their humble Ser- 
vant. The Mother, without: more ade, ſaid, 
Stre muſt ſend or a Commiſſury, and that ſhe 
would have Satisfaction for the Wrong I would 
have done her Daughter. I proteſted to her, 
That 1 had no ill Deſigh, deſiring her to enquire 
of her Daughter. The Girl cry d and ſpokeè not 
2 Word: As for me, I was at a gteat Loſs what 


to do; however, I reſolv'd to Brazen it out, ſay- 


ig, I was not unwilling the Commiſſary ſhould 
be ſent for. In that very Minute there Was great 
Kuocking at the Chamber Door, and the young 
Woman, under Pretence of ſeeing who it was, 
open d the Door, and ruſhing out, ſigned to me, 


that I ſhould follow her. The new Viſitors, 
whoſe coming Was very ſeaſonable to me, were 
two other Bullies, who drawing upon thoſe that 
had aſſaulted me, cry'd out, Are you there, you 
Raſcals, we are glad we have met with you. I did 
not ſtay to ſee how thoſe would anſwer the Com- 
by RE Me plement 


ERR . 
plement, but got away os faſt 15 Fcould; leſpmy 
Company fhould ve been Trothleſome to the 
Gentlemen, who, Iſa were upunñ Buſineſs, and 
got down Stairs; where I founq the: Maid, who 
taking me hy the Arm, hurryid me into the Street. | 
So I went out with the poor Girl, ha was all in 
Tears, while the Mother Was gt her Window, 
bours got together, and I whsda a Moment ſur- 
rounded: with above Hundred Eęrſons, who 
| Were queſtioning me what was che Matter. My 
Companion pray: me, for Gods ak, to get & 
Wapyzdl was ſo. gigdy, and out of: Countenance, 
that I cppld.not tell what to dog Hbut, ſhe being 
more Reſolute, made way threugh he Crowd, 
and along we went, attended by amumerous but 
trgubleſome Train, till; we got td arBroker's, 
Who hafbenr'd us and fent away the Mob. I 
had loſt my Hat, and mꝶ ſhort Cloak and Band 
Vreall to pieces, and the young Woman was in 
as bad a Pickle. The Broker could not, tell What 
to make of us, nor what account. togive him, 
ſo he. concluded it muſt be ſome Fortune I had 
F Mole, and very civilly offer d me his Service, which 
| 1 readily accepted, and we remain d. in that Houſe 
the reſt of that Day. She expreſs' d a great Joy, 
to ſee her ſelf out of that Woman's Hands, at 
whoſe Houſe I had found her, and calling me her 
Deliverer,. earneſtly begg'd of me that I would 
not forſake her. I ſent the Man of the Houſe to 
the Dutcheſs, with a Letter; wherein I gave her || 
Notice of my Adventure, deſiring her toſend me I] 
up; | | | a Coach; 
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a Coach: She came by her ſelf at Niglit, and 
would take me away with her. Then I made her 
a full Relation of what had paſs d, and ho- 
found my ſelf entruſted avith the young Woman. 
Her Beauty mov'd the Dutcheſs's Compaſſion, 
and ſhe carry d her Home, aſſuring me that ſſe 

would keep her, till ſhe could find a Nunnery 
wherein to Place her. This being done, I went 
to my Lodging, where I was told it Was Nois'd 
about, That I was fallen in Love with a young 
Woman, and had run away with her. This 
Report was ſo ſtrong that it was impoſlible for 
me to overcome it, and without being guilty of 
any other Crime, than of having ventut᷑ d into a 
ſtrange Houſe, and of taking a young Woman 
from the ill People ſhe was with, I went under 
the Scandal of a Rape, and was look'd on as a 
Debauchee; fo little Credit is to be given to out- 
ward Appearances, for all the Circumſtances 
made againſt me, inſomuch that had any one un- 
dertook to vindicate my Reputation, he would 
have made himſelf Ridiculous. What I:then ex- 
perienc d, to my Coſt, has ever ſince prevented 
my giving too ſpeedy a Credit to the Aſperſions 
caſt on other People, and whenever L had heard 
any one ill ſpoken of, I have thought there might 
be as little Ground for it as for thoſe laid upon my 


* 


This Accident made me determine to throw off 
the Narrow Band, foreſecing, that after the Noiſe 
it had made, it would be hard for me to thrive in 

ö | | a Con- 
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7 Condixidn, /vHeteinia Man can never be eaſie 
Whoſe Reputation isdn rainted. Beſides, my 
Inclination ſtill turn'dihe Scale; and tho I was 
but very yet Lapprehended how Trou- 
bleſome hu State muft needs be, which obliging 
Men to be of a more x igid and \ ters Life, ex 
poſes them to be ſcorn d aud ridicul?d for tha 


was too-brisk: for an Hy pocrite, my Converſation 
was ſprightiy, and I had a natural Tendency to 
the fair Sex. This oſten ꝓrocur d me ſharp Re. 
primands from my Superiors, and I thought, that 
to ſet my ſelf off to the beſt Advantage I muſt 
quit a Habit which preſcrib'd me too narrow 
| Bounds. For, indeed, true Merit lies in know: 
ing how to place ones ſelf aright, and I have ſeen 
a thouſand Perſons, Who by taking à Profeſſion 
upon them, Which they were not fit for, could 
never attain to the Eſteem which might bave been 
paid them if they had apply'd themſelves to What 

was moſt proper for them. 

I acquainted the Dutcheſs with my Reſolution 
who gave her Conſent to it the more freely, be- 
cauſe ſhe began to grow weary of me. I took 
Notice of it, but what ſurprizd me was, that 


ſhe ſhould make uſe of the Adventure I had had, 


as a Pretence for her Indifferency. No Body knew 
better than ſhe did, that I no ways deſerv'd the 
Scandal I went under. L had at firſt told her all 
the Truth; yet through a ſudden Alteration of 
her Mind, {he ſaid; that after what had happen'd, 
it were imprudent in her to ſuffer me to * 

often, 


which is an Accompliſhment in other People. I 
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often, ' ſince ſhe could not perſuade the World I 
was a ſober Man, whilſt it was ſo ſtrongly bent 
to believe the contrary. This made me take No- 
tice of what I have ſince had a Thouſand Inftances 
of, that their Number is but ſmall who are gene- 
rous enough to juſtifie an abſent Friend. 


I was very eaſie at the Dutcheſs's Change, but 


the Maid's Ungratefulneſs, whom I had ſav'd 
from certain Ruin, gave me no ſmall Trouble. 
The Duke was at firſt Sight ſo taken wien her, 
that he grew ſtark Mad for her, and expreſs'd'fo 
much Paſſion that the Damſel, who was not fo 
great a Child as ſhe appear'd to be, refolv'd to 
make her Advantage of ir. She ſeem'd to reſiſt 
him, which ſo increas d his Paſſion that every Bo- 
dy took Notice of it. The Dutcheſs was, or pre- 
tended to be Jealous thereat ; and being deſirous 


to ſend her away as ſpeedily as poſſible, made uſe 


of me to perſuade her to ſuffer her {elf to be car- 
ry'd into a Nurinery, unknown to the Duke. I 
not doubting in the leaſt but ſhe had a great Re- 
ſpect for me, after the important Service I had 
done her, propos'd the Thing to her, telling her, 
of how great a Concern it was to her, to keep 


in Favour with her Lady. She ask*d me why I 


troubled my ſelf? Which, indeed, put me into a 
= Paſſion : I could not forbear taxing her with 


me: And deſir'd me, Not to Concern my ſelf 
with her Buſineſs, denying, with the utmoſt Con- 
fidence, that J had ever laid any Obligation upon 
A 1 1 | | her. 


ngratitude; which ſhe anſwer'd by Affronting 


= 
her. Good: C Gods! how was I amaz d at her Im- 
pudence? And how often did I cry out, What 
Greatutes Women are; Having leſt her, I went and 
deſirꝰd the Dutcheſs to diſpoſe of her as ſhe pleas d, 
giving her an account of the Diſcourſe we had 
had. The Dutcheſs found ſhe had a cunning Jilt 
to deal withal, and reſolv'd to ſend her back to 
the Place whence I had brought her. Enquiry 
Was made for the Woman, who went for her Mo. 
ther, but ſhe was not to be found; and we un- 
derſtood the pretended Mother, the other Daugh- 
| ter, and the Bullies, that had affronted me, were 
all pack d ofklI. 
The Dutcheſs, not knowing what to do with 
has, and being reſolv'd to, get rid of her, did not 
ſtick to put her out of Doors; and one Night 
that wretched Creature was forc'd from her Cham- 
ber and-carry'd into an Hoſpital without the Sub- 
urbs, to the Directors of which ſhe was recom- 
| mended. as a poor friendleſs Maid, whom they 
would do a Docg, of Charity to receive into that 
Houſe. 
The Duke was in the Country, ** I knew no- 
thin of all this; but it was not long e're I under- 
ſtood it: For the Duke came Home, and not find- 
ing = there, ask*d what was become of her? 
The PDutcheſs anſwer d, She had not heard of her 
ſince one Morning, that ſhe went out unknown 
to any Body, and that ſhe ſuppos'd he beſt knew 
where ſhe was. The Duke 8 ſwore and 
threat'ned, and came preſently to me, thinking 1 


might inform him; which it were ſtrange if 1 
ould, 


„ 1 
ſhould, being ignorant of the Matter. - While I 
proteſted ro him; That I could give him no ac- 


count of the Girl, a Servant came to tell me, 
That there was a Gown-man that wanted to ſpeak 


with me. T anſwer'd, I could not leave my Lord 
Duke, and that I deſir'd him to call another Time. 
Bur he was urgent to ſpeak with me, and, with 
the Duke's Leave he was call'd in; then "taking 


me aſide, Sir, ſaid he, it is unconſcionable in you, 


after zou nave, Debauch'd a poor Girl, to ſend ber in- 
to. Floſpital „1 270ft | tell you we can keep: her no 


langen, and that. we deſire you to take her away. T 


pray'd him to explain his Meaning, and-under- 
ſtoad he was one of the Directors of the Hoſpital, 
and that the Slut had inform'd them, I had ſent 
her thither. The Duke took Notice that we ſpoke 
with a great dal of Heat, and ask'd, What was 
the Matter? Whereupon the Prieſt told him what 
we were Diſcourſing about. The Duke grew ex- 
tream Angry, and calling me a Rogue and a Raſ- 
cal, ſaid, He would take Care of her; and leav- 
ing me, took the Clergy- man into the Coach with 


Ihim, ordering him to direct his Coach- mam to the 


oſpital. I vowꝰd to him, I had no Hand in the 
Buſineſs, earneſtly begg'd I might go with him, 
nd: offer d to convince him out of the GirPs own 
Mouth, That I had no Share in what paſs'd.. But 
the Duke would by no means permit me, and 
was accompany d by none but the Clergy-man, 
[wearing he would be reveng'd on me. Away 


Was 


they went, and I ran to the Dutcheſs's, to give 
ber an account how Matters ſtood, at which ſhe 


— 


(46) 
5 much ſurpriz?d; but taking the Hint from 
inion ſhe underſtood her Husband was pre. 
po 


eld with, That J had ſent the Girl into the 
pital, ſhe ſecretly reſolv d not to undeceive 
him. but to let the 1 of the Duke's Anger 
fall upon me: So all the Ill of this ſecond Aden. 
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ture, fell to my Share. The Duke toole his Mi.. 
ſtreſs Home again, and has never ſince had any! 
Kindneſs for me; the Dutcheſs, on the other t 
Hand, proteſted to him, ſhe was ignorant where 
the Maid was gone, and, to regain his Favour, ill { 
winkt at the Kindneſs he had for r, whichilaſt-W t 
ed three or four Years ; after which he marry' d! 
her to a Captain, who has ſince rais d her to a con. 
able Fortune, inſomuch that ſhe was reckon'd C 

one of the richeſt Ladies at Court, and was an on at 
ima Eſteem: It. is not long ſinceſhe dy'd. i 
tien int | | v 
Beiog fiat i in my Deſign, of . the Clergy, It 

I wrote to my Eldeſt Brother about it; who very b 
well approv'd: of my Reſolution, and ſent mei th 


ſome Mony, that I might come to him. He was 
then in the Ronſſillon, but orderꝰd me to wait for 
him at Dont, where he intended ſuddenly to be 
in Hopes of ſeeing Monſieur de Cing Mars, who 
had been ſo good to him; and was to be brought co, 
there, after his Condemnation, in _— as it wa K 
reported, to ſuffer: a ſhameful: Death. B 
I then clap'd on a Sword, and-taking my Leave C 
-of my Brethren, Abbots: (ſome of whom have in 
ſince attain'd to conſiderable Preferments in the a 


Church; which has often made me repent ahac! th 
'/ - 


(9 


did not ſtay among them) I arriw?d' at Lyons, 


where I'mermy: Brother, who had diſguis'd him- 
if that he might the — find an Opportunity 
2 ſee his dear Friend, : ad receive” bis 0 Or- 
ers! 1997 HA OR 7 o Off EIS | 
I had hitherto: met with Inſtances of ihe be- 
male Sex's Iuconſtancy „ but I now found ſtronger 
Proofs of the little ruſt that is to be repos'd on 


of Fottune, in the unhappy Death of poor Mon- 
ſieur de Cinq Mars, who was brought to Lyons 
the next Day aſter my Arrival. My Brother and 
I went, dreſs'd like Serving men, near to the 
Town - Hall. Gate, that he might ſee us, as he 


and judgi ing our Habit that we were there 
incognito,' deſird he might be permitted to ſpeak 
with us, alledging we had been Servants of his. 
It was pretty hard for him to obtain that Favour, 

but we acting our Parts well enough, and nei- 
ther our Cloaths nor our Behaviour betraying us, 

were, a Moment after, admitted into his Cham 
ber. We could not forbear breaking out into 
Floods of Tears, as we embrac'd him; but he, 
ſmiling on us, What, my dear Friends; ſaid he, 
could jou then think all this were real, a that the 
King 'would'tver ſuffer ins to be put to Death? My 
Brother, who was better inform'd than I that his 
Condition was Hopeleſs; redoubl'd his Grief, ſee- 
ing kim ſo Confident, and embracing him with 


a more fervent Zeal, expreſs'd ſo deep a Sorrow 


_ Monſieur de Cing Mars chang'd ( olour, and 
art- 


the Friendfhip'of the Great, and on the Smiles 


came out of: his Coach. He took Notice of us, 


1 (43) 
ſtarting bac, Mat then, cry'd he, are they in 
Earneſt ; My Brother continu'd embracing him, 
and ſhedding abundance of Tears, but had not 
Power to peak a Word; and Monſieur de Cing 
Mars, ſeeing he could not get any Anſwer from 
him, turns to me, ſaying, What is the meaning 0 
all ibis He had no ſooner ſpoke, but I ſaw ſo 
great an Alteration in his Face that I thought he 
would have ſwounded, and my Brather, throw /- 
ing his Arms about his Friend's Neck; Ab ] dear 
Sir, ſaid he, your Mesfortune is but too certain. 
Here he remain d Speechleſs, and Monſieur de Cing 
Mars falling on a ſudden from deep Sadneſs into 
an extravagant Paſſion : What, ſaid he, muſt I be 
iricd thus! This was follow'd by a Torrent of 
n 8 akin * 
opp'd,; by ſaying, That he thought it his Duty, 
as his real Friend and Servant, to adviſe him to 
forgive his Enemies, and prepare for Death. 46 ! 
As. for Death reply'd Monſieur de Cin Bars, it 
16 got that troubles me, but I never can forgive the 
Procurers f cit. And then he told us, How the 
King had torinerly given him frequent Aſſurances, 
That he would Die rather than forſake him. My 


Brother heard them without Interruptions, and 
when he had done, inform'd him, in a few Words, 


How there was no Favour to be expected from his 
Majeſty. Monſieur de Cing Mars continu'd his 


Diſeourſe, ſometimes Curſing the Court, ſome- 


times contriving his Eſcape, and then deſird my 
Brother to lend him a Dagger, to Stab himſelf 
withal; and having no Anſwer, he fei down in 


— 
— 


his 
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his Chair, ſaying, 1 ſee, dear Friend, that I am 
loft : What ſhall I do? Then growing a little more 
Sedate; Il true, ſaid he, I find J muſt prepare 
for a future State: Well, I amreſoly/d to do it, and 
ſince I have been fo cruelly deceiw'd in this World, I 
muſt prevent my being ſo in the next, He wept 
while he ſpoke theſe laſt Words; and my Brother 
exhorted him not to dwell upon the Thoughts of 
what had paſt, but to prepare himſelf for his en- 
ſuing Death. This Converſation laſted about 
Two Hours, and we had the Conſolation to be- 
hold him very Calm, tho? without any Hope or 
Thoughts of a Pardon. He begg'd we would ex- 
cuſe his Weakneſs and want of Moderation, and 
gave ſome Commiſſions for my Brother to Exe- 
cute; deſiring him not to quit Hons till he had 
ſeen what would become of him. We departed, 
glad to leave. him in ſo good a Diſpoſition. There 
was no poſſibility for us to ſee hin any more, for 
his Execution came on preſently after, at which 
we were preſent, getting as near to the Scaffold 
as we could, where he appear'd with an undaunt- 
ed Courage, and was as reſolute as when we left 
him. When firſt he mounted the Scaffold, he 
look*d about him, with a Deſign (as we thought) 
to ſpy us out; and I know not whether he did or 
no, but he bowl towards us. Indeed, I could 
not bear that doleful Sight, but caſt down my 
Eyes, which I lifted not up, till I had heard the 
fatal Blow. Then I ſaw his Trunk, out of which 
iſſu'd a Stream of Blood; Upon which my Bro- 
ther ſaid, Let us be gone, the Buſineſs is over. We, 
TB. i. = -  - rathes 
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rather Dead than Living, were no ſooner at Home 
but we got to Bed, where my Brother remain'd 
a longer Time than I did, being really fallen Sick 
upon it. I had all the Reaſon imaginable to love 
my dear Brother, who had been ſo kind to me, 
but the Inſtance he then gave me of his good Na- 
ture, increas'd the Affection J hore him. He of- 
ten told me, Monſieur de Cingq Mary's Misfortune 
proceeded from the Paſſion he had for ſome Wo- 
men, who were the cauſe of his ill Conduct. 
This and the Experience I had of the-Falſhood of 
that Sex, while at Paris, made me firmly reſolve 
never to engage my ſelf any more with them. 
But, alas, there is little heed to be given to ſuch 
kind of Reſolutions; the Love of Women is a 
dangerous Rock, on which, tho? warn'd by num- 
berleſs Shipwracks, yet the Spring- Tide of our 
Inelination will {till hurry us. But, if I had no 
Reaſon to ſpeak well of them in my younger Days, 
it grew ten times worſe when a riper Age gave 
Place to a more refin'd and conſtant Paſſion. 


I follow'd my Brother into Catalonia, where 
my firſt Campaign made me an Eye-witneſs of 
the taking of Perpignan, and the Conqueſt of all 
the Rouſſillon. I ſerv'd then in his Regiment, and 
on ſome occaſions convinc'd him I was no Cow- 
ard, for I was more daring than uſual in the firſt 
Engagements; a Military Life began to pleaſe me, 
and being well read in Hiſtory, 1 fancy'd my ſelf 
to tread in the Steps of -Ce/ar or Alexander, which 
animated my Soul with an Heroick Courage. 
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About the;latter End of October we return'd to 
Paris, after the Battle of Lerida, gain'd by the 
Mareſchal de la Mothe. He preſented me to the 


Cardinal de Ritheljew, giving me all the Praiſe that 


can well be'beſtow'd on'a young Man. The 


Cardinal, who knew my Brother, and was not 


| Ho, of his Intimacy with Monſieur de Cing 


ars, told me, (which I underſtood not in what 
enſe to take) That T had #very diſcreet Brother, 
and that I ſhould'do well to fellow his Example. 


My Brother, Wlſo was preſent, making no reply, 
he repeated over again, That I had'a very diſ- 


creet Brothet; ding, That he knew him to be 
ſo': And promigd' us all poſſible Favour, provi- 
ded we would ſtick to our Duty. 

*"This Viſit being ended, I 45kd my Brother, 
Whiy the Cardinal had fed ſo much on his Diſ- 
cretion ; and he infofm'd ne, That the Cardinal 
had, two Days before, ſent for him, to Diſcourſe 
with him about Monſieur de Cing Mars: That he 
ſeem'd to him to be very much concern'd on his 
account, and had ask'd him ſeveral Oueſtions, 
eſpecially for what Reaſon Monſieur de Cinq Mars 
had ſuch an Averſion for him. To which, he told 
me, he had anſwer'd, That he had no Knowledge 
of the Deſigns or ſecret Inclinations of Monſieur 
de Cinq Mars; and the Cardinal not having ap- 
pear'd ſatisfy'd with this Reply, he ſuppos'd hat 
he had ſaid was by way of Reflexion. 'T his made 


us think the Cardinal would rather be an Enemy 


than a Friend to us: But the Death of that Pre- 
6 1 „ 


. 
late, which happen'd the fourth Day of Deceinber 
following, ſoon rid us of thoſe Fear g. 
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I was then Eighteen Years old; we liv'd with 
my Mother, who allow'd us Meat, Drink and 
Lodging; but we could not oblige her to do more 
for us, by reaſon ſhe had made a Shift, what by 
her Settlement and other Pretenſions, to get from 
us the little Eſtate my Father had left, My Bro- 
ther, the Count, was alſo with us, and ſhe had 
taken home my Siſter, who was near Thirty, 
and had conſtantly refus'd to remain in the Con- 
vent as a Nun. My Mother. had a Deſign to 
Marry her to a young Officer, whom ſhe had the 
entire Management: of. It was an ill Match for 
her Daughter, but ſhe, who had no greater De- 
ſire than to get rid of her, thought it good e- 
nough, provided he would but agree to it. Fear- 
ing, however, it might ſound ill that ſhe ſhould 
Conſent to ſo unequal, a Marriage, ſhe endea- 
vour'd to vindicate her ſelf, by bringing Things 
about in ſuch a manner, as that ſhe might ſeem 
j to. have been forc'd to it; and there I had an In- 
ſtance, how baſely Parents ſeek rather their own 
Satisfaction than their Children's Happineſs, may 
Act to their Prejudice. The way ſhe made uſe of 
was, to make People believe he had Debauch'd 
ber; and to compaſs her Deſign, ſhe left them a- 
lone as long as they pleas'd. By this means the | 
Officer fell in Love with my Siſter, and endea- | 
vour'd all he could to do what my Mother inten- 
ded; but ſhe reſiſted him, either out of Vertue 
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or a want of Kindneſs for him. Her Coyneſs 
added freſh Fuel to the Fire, for he grew more 
Paſſionate, and through my Mother's ſecret Aſſi- 
ſtance (tho not appearing in the Matter) eaſily 
got into my Siſter's Chamber, while ſhe was a- 
| {leep. My Mother having quickly Intelligence, 

made us all be call'd up, to Surprize them toge- 
ther; whereupon we went into the Room, when 
my Mother, without admitting any Excuſes, 
made the Officer promiſe, He would Marry her 
the next Day: Which was done, tho? my Siſter 
Swore there had nothing paſs'd between them that 
might any way Prejudice her Honour. Bur ſhe 
was forc'd to comply, and fearing, leſt a Mother, 
Who was ſo unworthy as to Expoſe her thus, 
ſhould, Puniſh her worſe ſome other way, ſhe 
conſented to Marry a Man whom {he had never 
any Reſpect for; but all my Mother got by their 
Wedding was, that ſhe coupPd two Perſons toge- 

ther, who ſoon became a Charge to her. Mii 


My Brother, tho? he had no Eſtate beſides his - 
Commiſſion, had long ſince thought of getting 
him a Wife; he lov'd and- was belov'd by a Per- 
ſon of the firſt Quality. The Match would have 
been very equal, had her Parents given their Con- 
ſent ; for tho* my Brother bore not ſo high a 
Title, yet his Family was more Ancient, and his 

own perſonal Merit, with the honourable Poſt he 
had in the Army, made him be not a little reſpect- 
ed; but he had not as yet attain'd to the pitch 
of Preferment he arriv'd to afterward, and they 

En 3 judge d 
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judg'd of him then but by the ſmallneſs of his 
 Effate:: That Lady was deny'd him, and he re- 
ſolving to be marry'd, eſpous'd a rich Partizan's 
Daughter; who brought him near Four Hundred 
Thouſand Livers. This Marriage was the mak. 
ing of him, and he was in the — to conſi- 
der, that how great ſoeyer his rt: might be, 
he could never put himſelf forward, without an 
Eitate to ſupport iti. Tit 
The Lady whom he had courted, was inrag'd 
at it, tho? he had taken no little Pains to make 
her ſenſible, That it was a Folly in him to perſiſt 
in Loving her. She was not ſatisfy'd with his 
Arguments, for ſhe was Obſtinate and Opinion- 
ated, and affected to contemn Wealth and Honour 
as much as my Brother ſeem'd to reſpect both. In 
a Word, ſhe would have made a fine Character in 
rr l 8 - 
My Brother, who had a great Affection for me, 
kept nothing of all this from my Knowledge, and 
I was inform'd by him how he had diſoblig'd 
her. My Head being full of Romances, I ad- 
mir'd his Miſtreſs's Humour, and blam'd my Bro- 
ther for having marry'd againſt her Will; nay, 
J found my felt inclin'd to affect fo Romantick a 
Perſon, and would gladly have been in her Fa- 
vour: But the Count, my Brother, had prevent- 
ed me, having already engag'd her. I do not 
know whether ſhe lov'd him, or whether it was 
to ſpice my eldeſt Brother, that ſhe ſeem'd to ad- 


_ mit of his Adreſſes, but I perceiv'd they were 


pretty familiar, when I defign'd ro make my Ap- 
Plications 


plications to her. My Brother, being a Brute, 
who kept no Meaſures with any one, I thought 
fit to put off my Courtſhip to another Time. All 
I did was to tell my eldeſt Brother of it; who 
foreſeeing what might follow, and having yet 
ſome Reſpect for the Lady, ſeriouſly advis'd my 
Brother to defift. He preſently acquainted his 
Miſtreſs with it; who, thinking my eldeſt Bro- 
ther had done it out of Jealouſie, and reſolving 
to provoke him as far as ſhe could, propos'd his 
running away with her: Which, ſuiting with his 
Temper, he readily embrac'd, for he was Vain 
and Raſh enough to have attempred the ſtealing 
of a Princeſs. ps LV bs, . | 
They put all Things in readineſs to effect their 
Purpoſe, but a Perſon whom the Lady entruſted 
with it, and who dreaded the Event, acquainted 
her Father with it; who ſent her immediately 
into a Nunnery, forbidding my Brother ever to 
come near her. The Fool ſent him a Challenge, 
which the other ſlighting, obtain'd an expreſs Or- 
der for his Impriſonment, and he remain'd Two 
Years in the Baſtile, wherein the Lady's Father 
caus'd him to be confin'd. | 
We were not ſorry for our being rid of him, 
ſeeing he was always full of Incumbrances, Which 
occalion'd no ſmall Trouble to us; Beſides, I had 
ſtill a Secret Inclination for the Young Lady, and 
all ſhe had done on that Score did but inhance 
my Deſires. I was heartily vex'd that ſhe ſhould 
not have pitch'd upon -me ſooner than on that 
giddy Coxcomb. My Vanity was offended at it, 
18 84 1 
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and I wiſl'd for an Opportunity of gaining her 


Heart; ſo unaccountable are the means w hereby 
the ſeveral Paſſions creep into our Breaſt; for, to 
ſpeak the Truth, the Motive of my Love ſhould 
rather have been a Reaſon for my Contempt. My 
Thoughts ran wholly upon that beautiful Perſon, 
and I long' d to ſee her in the Convent Where ſhe 
was. For which end, I repreſented to my Bro- 
ther, That what ſhe had done, being but through 
a fit of Anger, he ought not to deſert her; this 


I did fo effectually, that he reſolv'd to make her 
a Viſit, and carry'd me with him. He would not 


appear in it at firſt, but ſent me to her in a Foot- 
man's Diſguiſe, as tho? T had come from her Fa- 
ther. Ste came to me, and having known me, 
expreſsꝰd no little Joy ; and I forgetting that my 
Errand was but to give her Notice of my Bro- 
ther's coming, I mention'd not a Word of him, 
but ſpoke only of my ſelf. I upbraided her with 
her Intrigue with my Brother, the Count, as an 
Injuſtice ſhe had done me, who was her moſt 
_ paſſionate Adorer. This Declaration was an- 


| Twer'd in a very obliging manner, for ſhe deſir'd 


me to Write to her daily, and ſee her often, and 
aſſur'd me ſhe would be wholly at my Devotion. 
Our Converſation laſted ſo long, that my Brother 


growing Impatient, came in to ſee What ſtaid me 


there all that while, and deſir'd me to withdraw, 
I was not over- well ſatisfy'd at it, but fearing to 


Diſoblige him, I went out, and ſtood cloſe to the 


« 4 


Door, liſt'ning to their DiſcourſGm. 
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heard, 
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1 heard, that after the ſhedding of ſeveral 
Tears, ſhe ſaid, She was unhappy in having ſet- 
led her Love on that Brother of the three who 
had the leaſt AﬀeCtion for her, and thereupon ſhe 
gave him an account of all J had ſaid to her. I 
could ſcare forbear interrupting her in her Trea- 
chery; however, I did not, but heard my Bro- 
ther admoniſh her not to hearken to young Men, 
who only ſought her Ruin, but by a ſober and 
modeſt Behaviour to regain her Father's good 
Will, and then to think of a Husband that might 
deſerve her; as for him, he would remain her 
ſure and conſtant Friend. She anſwer'd theſe 
wholeſome Admonitions by a freſh Shower of 
Tears and new Reproaches, {wearing his Incon- 
ſtancy ſhould not be unpuniſh'd, bur that her ſelf 
would revenge it by his Blood. My Brother 
having endeavour'd, in vain, to appeaſe her, left 
her, and wecame back. He told me by the way, 
That he was happy not to have marry'd her, and 
that ſhe was of a dangerous violent Temper, and 
one who would not ſtick at any thing to compaſs 
her Ends; an Inſtance of which was, That ſhe 
had pretended to him that I had Courted her. I 
cry'd out, Ob, the Jilt! I had not Power to ſay 
any more, but the Tears came in my Eyes, My 
Brother fell a Laughing, and by the Exhortations 
he made me, To be very wary in my Addreſſes, 
and take Care what Women I had to deal withal, 
made me ſuſpect he did believe her. I was vex*d - 
to the Heart at what had happen'd, and charm'd 
at the ſame Time with my Brother's Goodnes 
3 | Thos | _ alle 


| EW | 
| —_— '. 
and Moderation, who did not expreſs any Diſſa- 
tisfaction with me, but only advis'd me, for my 
_ own ſake, not to concern my ſelf with her. 1 
follow d his Counſel, tho? ſomething unwillingly, MW 
and, I think, I ſhould have went on my own 


4 Way had not two things happen'd ; one, that 


grew acquainted with her, but her Averſion to a 


ſhe marry'd a Perſon of Quality in the Country, 
and the other, that my Brother being order'd a- 
way to the Army, I was oblig' d to accompany 
him thither. ee enen ehe 


We went into Champaigne, which was that 
Lear become the Seat of the War, and my Bro- 
ther's Regiment, with ſome other Troops of Re- 

ſerves, were order'd to ſtay: under the Walls of 
Charleville, My Brother, who had been made a 

Brigadier General, follow'd the Duke 4 Anguin, 
leaving me to look after his Regiment, during 
the Battle at Rocroy. I was not a little troubled 
that I could not be there, and tho? I had that Year 

obtain'd a Company in my Brother's Regiment, 
aud that all the Officers paid me a great Reſpect, 
yet I ſhould have been inconſolable, had I not met 
with a handſom Maid, who employ'd my 

Thoughts another way. She was Daughter to 

a Citizen of that Town; but beſides her Beauty, 
her Carriage rais'd her above her Birth, and both 
together kindled a Paſſion in me, which ſhe an- 
ſwer'd with an equal Flame: She was going to 
marry a young Man of that Town when I firſt 


Citizen's Life was ſo great that ſhe own'd, * 
** 15 F 


(599) 1 
had rather be my Miſtreſs all her Life, than to be 
marry*d to that Man. For, ſaid ſhe, I cannot pre. 
tend that you ſhould Marry me; I weigh too well the 
Difference between your Quality and mine, and ſhould 
never require it of you : But I will truſt to your Ha- 
nour, and leaue my ſelf to year Diſpoſal, too happy in 
enjoying your Love and Coirverſition. 

Indeed, I was ſo tranſported to hear her talk 
thus, that I thought I had never Lov'd till then; 
ſo great was the Difference between what I felt 
for her, and what I had felt for others. I an- 
\t © {wer'd, Her Heart was all I could covet; and that 
5. if I might contribute to her Bliſs, I would marry 
e- ¶ her that very moment. Na, no, ſaid ſhe, do not 
of think of that, only contrive to place me where we may 
a freely give and receive Tokens of each other's Love. 
„5 We agreed, that after the Campaign was over, 1 
ig {ſhould ſend for her to Paris, and that ſhe would, 
d the whilſt, make her Friends believe ſhe had a 
ar mind to enter into a Religious Houſe. She was 
t, wholly guided by me; bur I, at laſt, overcome 
, with a ſtreng deſire of enjoying her, reſolv'd to 
et I Marry; and having made a Contract and got a 
y Prieft and ſome Witneſſes, we went into the 
to Country, where we made a Wedding; to which 
y, the moſt eſſential Formalities were wanting, and 
th which ſeem' d as good as any to us Two, who un- 
x- ¶ derſtood not what was requiſite for it's Validity. 
to No Body knew of it but ſuch Perſons as muſt needs 
'& © be entruſted with ir, and about a Fortnight after, 
a finding a Neceſſity for me to be gone, ſhe went 
he into a Nunnery, declaring to her Friends, 9 


Q OOTY PW LOT Te TN EN * * ä a | 
3 % n - „ ... 2 * 18 , 
* } . 
* ” 
- 3 


ä r 
ſhe had renounc'd all Thoughts of a Husband, 
and had made a Vow to lead a Holy Life. They, 
Who had already begun to be jealous at my fre- 
quent Viſits, were glad to ſee her ſo well diſpos'd, 
and readily conſented to what ſhe had a mind to 
impoſe on their Belief; and ſhe, the better to co- 
ver her Deſign, took, @Nag's Habit. I alſo gave 
over viſiting her as ſoon as ſhe had taken it, but 
I was preſent at that Ceremony, wherein I juſt 
got a Minute to bid her adieu; for towards the 
latter end of Jaly our Regiment was order*d for 
the Siege of Thionvill.. Her Noviciat being to 
laſt a Year, I promis'd her, That before that I; 
Time were expir'd, I would take her from that ; 
Nunnery and carry her to Paris. She told me, 
She thought her ſelf with Child, and begg'd If 
would not let her ſtay too long there. I Swore 
with all poſſible Sincerity, That I would be as b 
good as my Word, ſo ſoon as the Forces ſhould be n 
in their Winter- Quarters, and left her, being poſ. Ip 

ſeſsd with all the Love and Grief my Heart was 

capable of. We had taken our meaſures for Wri-· Nn. 
ting to each other, but our Letters were intercep- 
ted, and ſhe did not hear from me all the while 

the Campaign laſted. There was no poſſibility of 

my leaving the Army to fetch her out of that Con- 

vent, or of being inform'd of the Cauſe of her Si- 
lence; for after the taking of Jhionville, we were 
ſent into Germany to reinforce the Mareſchal a: 
Guebrant's Army. I never could obtain leave to 
be abſent, but remain'ꝰd moſt part of the Winter 
there; all I could do was to order ſome . 5 

{ En es that 
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that went for France, to call at Charleuille, but I 
„never heard from them ſince. About the latter 
© Mend of March I came to Paris, and the very next 
G Day rid Poſt for Charleville, for I was almoſt di- 
0 


ſtracted through the Impatience and Anguiſh I 
o- had, not to have heard, for Ten Months toge- 
de N ther, from a Perſon. whom I was ſo tender of, and 
ut for whom my Flame was increas'd hy my Uneaſi- 
it nefs at the Ignorance I remain'd in of her Con- 
1c WY dition. | os. a effi i ute 
or Being arriv'd at Charleville about Three in the 
to ¶ Afternoon, I ſaw a multitude of People got toge- 
at ther; and having ask'd what was the matter, I 
at W was inform'd that they were going to hang a 
© ¶ young Woman, who had murther'd her unlaw- 
I hul lffue. I preſently ſaw the Priſoner coming 
re along, attended by a Confeſſor and a Hangman; 
but, good Gods! / How great was my Amaze- 
be ment, when fixing my Eyes on that unfortunate 
0 Perſon, I found her to be the ſame I had fo great 
0a Deſire to ſee! There was. ſuch an Alteration in 
rg her Face, that none hut a Lover could have known 
her; and as often as I think on the ſad Eſtate ſhe 
was in, I cannot forbear weeping at the melancho- 
of enn... 3 : 
NS Tador'd her with the utmoſt Paſſion; my Eſteem 
Sr for her was not inferior to my Love, and I never 
I had known any thing of her but what deſerv'd my 
de ¶ Admiration; then let it be judg'd how theſe Im- 
[0 ¶preſſions could affect my Soul at ſuch a Sight: I 
tet ¶ was ready to drop down with Grief and Aſtoniſh- 
ment; but having ſome Preſence of Mind; I made 
I” | way 
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way through the Crowd, cry ing out, as loud a 
I could, Grace, Grace. The People hearing that, 
thought I really brought a Reprieve, and began to 
flock about me. I ſaw the Signs of a general Joy 
appear in every Countenance, and was thereby 
encourap?d to Cry out louder yet, that every one 
| ould aſſiſt me in ſaving her. With this, part 
of them began to pult down the Gallows, while 
the boldeſt follow, d me, and having routed the 
Officers of Juſtice, ſhe was left to cur manage. 
ment. They took her, and gave her into my 
Arms as I ſatè on Horſeback; and I, embracing 
her, ſpurr'd r without the Walls. The 
Catch Poles made a ſhew of following me, but 
my kind Confederates ſhut the City- Gates upon 
me, and 1 found my ſelf in one of the Suburbs 
where I met with no Oppoſition; far from that, 
a Man, who let Horſes out to Hire, ſeeing 
mine could ſcarce Gallop, gave me a freſh one; 
on which I mounted without abandoning my 
Prey. And more than all this, Four Horſemen, 
well equipp'd, came, of their own good Will, to 


offer me their Service; ſo eaſily is the People 


movꝰd to ſave from Puniſhment, ſuch as are con- 
vided of certain Crimes, occaſion'd by Deſpair. 
I got out then with my Four Companions, and 
having gallop'd for about à League, went into a 
Wood to take a little Breath, and endeavouring 
to ſet my Miſtreſs up behind me, being not able to 
hold her in my Arms any longer; She was ina 
Swound, and had fo little Breath, that having 
laid her down, I thought ſhe had been really Dead, 
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One of the Men that were with me; who was 
ſtronger and leſs tir'd than my ſelf, told me, It 
was not ſafe ſtaying where we were, and that he 
would undertake to carry her thus till Night. We 
up on Horſeback, and at Two the next Morn- 
ing arriv'd at a Town Twelve Leagues diſtant 
from Charleville; fo great was the Speed we had 
made. There we reſted Two Hours, and the 
firſt thing we did was to put the poor Gentle wo- 
man into a very hot Bed, where ſhe began to 
give ſame. Signs: of Life. I was near her all the 
while, and the Joy I conceiv'd at her Deliverance 
was not great enough to ſtifle:the Vexation I was 
in, at the Thoughts of what ſhe had endur'd, and 
of her preſent Condition. At length ſhe open d 
her Eyes, and having fix d them on me, without 
exprefling any Knowledge of me, I graſp'd her 
very tenderly, and with Tears in my Eyes; Ah 
ſaid I, do you not then know me f She chang'd Co- 
lour, and raiſing her ſelf up; askꝰd me, in a Bright, 
What, Sir, are. you. Dead? I anſwer'd, No- I 
was living; and, at length, by often telling her 
who I was, ſhe came to her ſelf again, and I had 
che Comfort of ſeeing her Fit had left no danger- 


- Nous Symptoms. 


W ho can expreſs the Extaſe I was in, when I 
ſaw. her alive again; and the Joy, the Tenderneſs 
and Love, I was poſſeſs'd with, when her Eyes 
diſcover'd, that ſhe was as ſenſible to the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing me, as I to that, of once more poſſeſſing 
her! Thoſe (if any) are happy Moments. We 


+ Jembrac'd each other, without utteringone Word, 


for 
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for our Tears and Sighs would have ſtopt our 
Speech, had the Tranſport we were in permitted 
us to talk. But our Joys were diſturb'd by the ne- 
ceſſity of purſuing our Journey; and, by good 
Fortune, we found there a kind of Horſe Litter, 
wherein we plac'd her; and thus we came to 
Neims by break of Day. We hid our ſelves in a 
private Houſe, where my obliging Company re- 
maid with me all Day, wt: then taking their 
leave they promis?'d me they would not betray us, 
but would pretend they had purſu'd us, andcould 
— ·ôwr TIC 
I hremain'd alone with that charming Perſon, 
who inform'd me how ſhe had been involv'd in 
the fatal Danger I had reliev'd her from. Seeing, 
faid ſhe; hat I cuulil not hear from you, I doubted 
not bust you had prav'd falſe to me, and that made me ſo 
reſolve to fare Vun in earneſt ; but I was in an e. n 
traardinury Troubie, when I felt too certain Sigut of / 
my' being: with Child, and my Care iucreas d as tmy 
Time drem near. I know not what kept me from de. 
ſtraping my ſelf,” for Death was the only thing Twiſh-. 
en for, being depreſs'd with the Sorrow I was in, to 
ſee jou had deceiv'd me; and, with the Extremity of 
my Circumſtances, I reveaÞd my Condition to an old 
Maid which belong d to the Convent, wherein ſhe had 
ſerv'd à long time, and (he was the only one who. had 
any Knowleage of my being Deliver'd, for I had the 
Courage not to Cry out, This wicked Woman took the 
Child, without ſaying any thing to me, ſave That ſhe 
would diſpoſe of it, and going out before it was Day, 
threw it into a Rivulet that runs through the Nunne- 
5. 
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ry. By 4 Miſchance, or rather by the Direction of 
Divine Juſtice, the Child being carryd down the 
Stream, ſtuck to a Grate, which divided part of th? 
Convent from 4 Street that is very much frequented. + 
Jt was ſeen, and the Jaſtices ſent for ; who came to 
the Nunnery, very much ſcandalix d. Information 
being given to the Abbeſs, ſhe eaſily found out I was the 
Mother; and I took little Pains to juſtifie my ſelf, [0 
great was the Deſire I had to be rid of a Life that was 
grown Irkſome and Tedious to me. So, I accus'd not 
her who had done the Fact, and every Body thought 
me the only Criminal. None of the Nuns took any Pi- 
ty of me, but all, on the contrary, did, with the utmoſt 
Severity, ſay, There was no Puniſhment bad enough 
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cular Jaſtice, and all my Friend's Intereſt could not 
obtain the putting a flop to my Sentence, I mas re- 
mov'd to Paris, where my dreadfal Doom was confirm'd ; 
And, while I was there, I wrote a Letter to Jou 
(which you will perhaps find in the Hands of your Mo- 
ther's Porter) wherein I bad you faremel, and told 
you what Thoughts I retain'd for you, and that I yd 
entirely ours. 5 
Here, enclining her Head in my Boſom, a 
Flood of Tears hindred her farther Diſcourſe. As 
for me, I could not forbear Weeping during the 
ſad Relation; which at laſt ſhe ended, telling 
me, That when I came in, cry ing out Grace, ſhe 
knew me; but that ſince that Moment ſhe had 
been wholly depriv'd of that little Senſe, which 
the Dread of impending 12 had left her. 3 
2 ala FT il. 
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me. Thus was I deliver'd into the Hands of Fe- 
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(@) 
Diſaſter pierꝰ d me to the Quick, that I ſhould 
have been the occaſion of her Miſery. 
Having recover'd her Health, I ask*d her, What 
ſhe thought of going to Paris with me ? She had 


no reaſon to doubt of the Sincerity of my Aﬀet. 
on, nevertheleſs, through a Generoſity, which 
ſhew?d her Soul greater yet than I could hay 


thought it: No, ſaid ſhe, my Dear, I cannot flu 
ter my ſelf with the Thoughts that goa love me ſtill 
The Crime I have appear d guilty of, and the (bane. 

ul Sentence I ye under make me for ever unworth 
your Eſteem ; all I expect from you is, That you wouli 


| have ſo much Compaſſion on me, as to procure me 


Confinement, where I may ſpend the reſidue of my Lif 


in an unfeign'd and auſtere Penance. Ah! reply'( 


I, for God's ſake, do not cheriſh ſuch Fanties, I an 
the Criminal, you are Innocent. Nothing of this 1: 


dounds to your Shame, but will rather inhance m 


Love and Admiration. All Arguments were fruit 
leſs, and ſhe being perſuaded that our Marriagt 
could not ſtand In „Was obſtinately bent to 
turn Nun, which I promis'd I would not op- 
poſe, ſo ſoon as we ſhould arrive at Paris. She ſuf: 

er'd me to carry her thither, and I took a Lode. 
ing for her near to the Fathers Recollets, in S. Las 
rence's Suburbs, where J left, and return'd Home. 


There I found the Letter ſhe had ſpoken of, which 


I have ever ſince ry by me, _ will inſert here, 
er Generolity. 
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Date my Letter =. '@ doleful Priſon, being 

Condemned to Dye, ſar 4 Crime that proceeded 
but from the too great Affection 1 bore you ; jor the 
melancholy Occafion of my Journey hither was, to hear 
the Confirmation of the dreadful Sentence I the un- 
der. Who would have thought, alas! that 1 ſhould 
have ſeen Paris on this acconnt, when it was there 1 
once "ak to have been made for ever happy, by 
enjoying Tou! Jou will abbur the Thoughts of me, when 


you know through what kind'df| Death my Days are at 


an end: Nevertheleſs," J aſſure you,” That how ſhame- 
ful ſoever it be, I embrace it with Pleaſare,' as rid- 
ding me of a Life au tireſame to me, ſince you 
have forgot me. If you go to Charleville you will 
there be inforwd of my Guilt, without" your being 
ſaſpected to be any ways concern d; for I have never 
mention d your Name, deſiring to preſerve your Ho- 
nour and Reputation, which I value above my own 
Safety. The only Favour I beg of you is, That you 
would cauſe ſome Maſſes to be 2 for my Soul ; and 
that you would believe, if Heaven has Mercy on me, 
I ball continually interceed for your Proſperity. 


Farewel, 


I Dye wholly Yours. 


13 1 can- 


| 
| 
| 
A 
i 
] 
| 
1 
| 
| 
A 
| 


2 ä „ 4 nds ack _—_ wY N 
* * A Ren n e * "0 A 
* vv W*. dh, 0 N 4 
. % ! ; 
5 x x 
N 7 * 8 ? : 
; . 4 0 
| ( | | ) 
6 * 


I cannot expreſs how I was mov'd at the Read. 

ing of this Letter: I ran to her Lodging, more 

_ determin'd than ever not to ſuffer her to part from 
me; there I found her not, and underſtood that 

a Father Rerollet had been with her. I went to 

him to enquire what Was become of that lovely 
Creature, but he would not ſatisfie me; and, af. 

4 ter a Week's Search, I underſtood ſhe was at the 
| Hotel Dieu, with a deſign to embrace a Religious 
Life. Thither. Iran, and with much difficulty 
got leave to ſee her. I never was ſo tranſported; 

J fell at her Feet, and Swore I would ſtab my ſelf 

if ſhe would not hearken to me. My Deſpair 
mov'd her Compaſſion, and ſhe ſaid, with Tears 

in her Eyes; Mbat wauld hun do Sir? Ton cannot 
Marry miſund ketp; yuun Reputation, and it would be 

an eternul Shame to you to eſpouſe a Woman whom you 

= have talen from the Gullowss' That is not the Buſineſs, 
$i anſwer d IJ, I will not Marry you, ſince you thus re- 
. fuſe me; but if jou muſt be a Nun, pray chaſe ſome 
bother Hoaſe: O! Sir, reply'd that charming 
Perſon, I will not be\a Charge to jou; I came hither 
becauſe my Admittunce mould coſt me nothing, and | 
cannot enter into another Convent without putting 
you to an Expence, which I know you cannot well bear, 
Ah! Said I, my Life and Fortune are devoted to you, 
ang whatſoever it coſt, I will certainly place you, where 
you ſhall not be liable to ſuch Auſterities, To this I 
added a thouſand more endearing Expreſſions, but 
could obtain norhing from her ; then ſhe left me, 
with an Adieu, ſo moving, it wounded my very 
Soul. Not prevailing with her, I ask'd =” the 
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Prioreſs; and oppos d her entertaining that young 
d. Woman, acquainting her, She was my Wife, and 
re FRG I demanded her as fuch!,'. She thereupon ſend- 
m for her told her, Shs. could: not receive her, 
At = ſo Tr her again; but overcome by her 
to preſſing Intreaties, I carry'd;her ta, little Con- 
ly vent, the Superior of which was my very good, 
Friend, to whom recommended her, 48 being a 
Ie Woman, of near c NCT; 49 mer G 
In the mean while, What I had ee Charks- 
will, made no ſmall Noiſe in the World, and 1 
heard Informations. were preferr'd againſt me: 
All my Friends had heard the Story, and I found 
by pubick, Diſcourſe, that indeed I could not 
marry her with Honour. ſhall not relate all the 
ſeveral. Deligns that game into my Head, for I 1 
thought it very hard that I ſhould be ſo great a 
Slave to other Men's Opinions, as not to have the 
Liberty of. ipgnding; my Life with a Perſon, whoſe 
F Reputation was only tainted by the Misfortune of 
Loving me. If ſhe would —— conſented to it, 
my Reſolution was to ga into Eug ln, but ſhe 
„Was (till. Naber a that. I ought, for my own 
[ 
] 


— 
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Credit, to let her tal lei Nun's Habit. My eldeſt 
Brother, to whom I related the Particulars of this 


lag me, He He pores me, but that I was 


happy, however, to have met with a Perſon, who 
Was of 9 5 A; ine] 4 to do what I arte have 
[| perſu to. This heconfirm'd with ſo ma- 
11 


ay 98571 ealons,, that ſaw it was neceſſary for 

e.to.comply; with her Deſires, I obtain'd her 
Pardon ax my, own, and then we ae her into 
5 r * 3 78 A  Nun- 
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a Nunnery of the Carmelires. My eldeft Bro- 
ther generouſſy preſented her with Two Thou- 
ſand Crawls; and'Tobligd her to accept of a ſmall 
Anpvity, which 1 freely gave to the Convent. 
We chapg'd her Name, an concealing what had 
happen d to her, ſhe Was admitted with 4 great 
deal of Reſpect, and no body has ever known 
Who ſhe Was. She has Hinte Ted very Holy Life, 
and my Brother and I have for ever after had in 
ber a ſincere and afſur'd Friend, to whom we had 
always recourſe, when we wanted Advice or Con- 
ſolation. It Was with all eee Difficulty, 
that T brobght my ſelf to conſider her as/a Perfor 
ſecluded from the World, and had not my Bro- 
ther ever afforded me a kind Aſſiſtance, 1 ſhould, 
bo doubt, have loſt my Wits. Indeed 1 never 
had ſo violent a Pallion for any one; ſo that by 
the odd Contrivance of 'Fate, that only Woman 
who deſerv”d my Eſteem, f Was one Whoth my Ho- 
Hope oblig der me not to Marry. 73 


1 
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It rs Wolle, for it was a whole Year before 1 
would ſee any Body, having taken a retir d Lodg- 
ing near the Carmelites,”” hence T never ſtirr'd, 
and where I liv'd privately ; for I went under 
the Notion of a Man that 449 withdtawn him- 
ſelf from Converſation, and: mitided nothing but 
the way to Heaven. 'My Brother, however, + Topic 
my Company indiſpogd of, having give n but that 
J Was ill, and oblig'd to drink the Waters of Bor- 
bon, Which were abſolutely OI for the Re- 
covery of my Health. - I chall 


his Allyetiture put me very much peck werde 


3ro- 
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I ſhall forbear giving an account of the Life I 
led in that kind of Hermitage, and how agreeable 
it was to me to diſcern my Carmelzte's Voice from 
that of her Companions, while they were ſinging 
Maſs. Far that was the only Bliſs I enjoy'd, ſince 
ſhe had, during that time, deny'd me her Sight; 
only ſhe wrote to me ſometimes, adviſing me to 
think of her no longer, and either wholly to for- 
fake the World, or follow a Life more ſuitable to 
ih, om ob hin 5 
My Brother's Deſires, joyn'd with her Admo- 
nitions, prevail d with me to return to the Army; 
which 1 Ahe e Lear 1645. I was then but 
Twenty; but I thought that after the Experience 
I had had, it would be impoſſible for any Wo- 
man to delude me dann 4 I made the Art of War 
my only Study, and found that the Trouble which 


7 


Ll 


the loſs of a Woman, I lov d ſo dearly, had given 
me, did nat a little contribute to raiſe my Name; 
by occaſioning me to ſeek for an Opportunity of 


dying with Henour, ſinee I could no longer live 
with Pleaſare. I fought in the Battle at Norrhlin- 


guen, and thence went into the Mareſchal de Ta- 
reune' s Army, where I was at the taking of Dun- 

leſpint; I may without Vanity ſay, That none 
was more hold than my: ſelf in either of theſe Oc- 
caſions. Let Men be naturally never ſo brave, 
they muſt be carry d on/hy;lome external Motives, 
to attain a gertain Pitch of Valour; and that which 
provok d me to act as I did, was rather Deſpair 
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ky etirips not to Paris ail Landes had liven 
dred to Monſi eur de Turtune; and there I found 
that my Nun's Neis hbourho6d entreas'd my me- 
lancholy Humour, Tor Tcould not forbear going 
to Prayers at the Carmelites. This Weakneſs of 
mine ] diſclosd to my Brother; wh being per. 
ſuaded that nothing but a long abſence could per. 

fectly cure me, propos: d to me a Voyage, which 
I had an Opportunity to make, into Poland. The 
Princeſs Mary was to go thither about the begin- 
ning of November, and the Relation ſſie knew we 
had to a Prince, whom The had low till Death, 
made her deſire that I would accompany her. 
lo accepted of this Offer, and '(to my Shame be 
ir ſpoken) found in me a ſecret deſire of pleaſing 
the Princeſs, endeavouring to gain her Affection. 
I never reflected on What 1 Was going to under- 
take; but as ſoon as 1 found I was to make that 
Journey, and that I ſheud have an Opportunity 
of freely Converſing With her, I be 5 to forget 
my Nun, and was obligd to acknowledge, That 
anew Miſtreſs is a better Gegcartg forthe loſs 
A of an old One, than either Ambition or War. 
be Princeſs was, on the account of her Love 
to the deceas'd Prince, much in the fame Conditi- 
on as I had been on that of m Curmelite. His 
Death wWas an eternal Gtief to Het, and fhe made 
dim the Subject of our gaily L Diſcourſe. 1, on the 
other hand, related to her what had Happen'd to 


ms at-Charlevilie ; and ſhe was fs —— 
aut an Aged 
2338 


ee of as ronger and oon 


(nn) 


as her ſelf, and we would often diſpute which of 


us was the moſt unhappy, ſhe in her Lover's 


| Death, or I in my Miſtreſſes Confinement. 


If this was a Romance, I might here bring in 


the Converſations we had on that Theme; which, 


I dare ſay, would equal thoſe in Clelia or the Grand 
Grus. But, I omit all ſuch Digreſſions, to ſtick 


- only to my Purpoſe ; which 1s, To expoſe, as 


much as I can, in theſe M EMOIRS, the Cha- 


racters of ſome Women, and the diſmal Conle- b 
c_ of engaging with them. 
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H E «Princefs at · length, ſeemꝰ d to be re- 
BS folvdtofind an Antidote againſt the Grief 
ſhe conceivꝰd at the Loſs of her dear Lover, in the 


Honours which waited for her in Poland, and it 
was in vain that I would perſuade her to drive out 


that Paſſion by another, her Mind being wholly 


taken up with her Ambition, and the Grandeur 


ſhe expected; ' ſhe perceiv'd, however, that T 


ſpoke trough Self. Interelt, and would often tell 
me, That had ſhe had an Inclination for me, ſhe 
Would not hive encourag'd my Falſhood to fo 
lovely a Perſonas to my Nun; but I'was' grown 
r of that nice and the E þ 
1 


(74 ) 
Diſcourſe on that Subject was uneaſie to me. At 
laſt, I told her plainly; That I lov'd her, which 
ſhe ſeem'd;to disbelieve; but ſeeing I was in ear- 
neſt, ſhe grew ſerious upon the Matter, and ſaid, 


III talkd any more ſo Preſumptuouſly, ſhe would 


ſhe advis'd me, That, ſince I could not be in a 


ſend me back to France : Which Words were ut- 
ter'd with ſo ſcornful an Accent, that I highly re- 
ſented it, and reſol vd not only to forbear Speak - 

ing for the future, but entertaining any Thoughts 
of Paſſion for her; ſo I continued Silent the grea- 
teſt part of the Voyage. This diſpleas d her, and 


good Humour without an Amour, I ſhould make 
my Addreffes to one of her Maids, which was not 
8 adding, That ſhe would take care 
the Jeſt ould not bè carry'd on too far, only to 
make the Journey more diverting, I wasnot well 
pleas'd at this Raillery, and reſolv'd to Court, not 
the young Woman {he mention'd, but the firſt 
Palander I ſhould like. This Intention, which I 
did not inform her with, made me as gay as ever, 
and the Princeſs, who bad been diſſatisfy*d at my 
being chagrine, ſeem'd not over-well contented 
with my. Mirth. 1 took all poſſible Care not to 
ſpeaf the leaſt Word ſbe might interpret as an Ex- 
preſſion of my Love to her, whieh I the more ea · 
fly effected, becauſe 1 really had none. Ho- 
great ſoever ſhe mi the, ber. Pride and diſablig- 
ing Reflexions ſtill ſtuck in my Mind, and T had 
Senſe enough to conſider, That it-was.impoſſible 
for me to prevail with a Princeſs, wha heſides 
much Ambition and Haughtineſe, A0 a Breat 
Stock of Virtue. | 


8 


1 
Our journey at laſt grew towards an end, and 
we arriv'd in Poland. King Ladiſlaus came to re- 


ceive his new eſpous'd Queen, who preſented me 


to him in a very obliging manner: Among the 
Retinue his Majeſty gave the Queen, there was a 
Lady who pleas'd me well enough, to make me 
think ſhe was the Perſon whoſe Chains I was re 
ſolv'd to wear. She was about Eighteen or Nine- 


teen, and Daughter to one of the greateſt Lords 


of that Kingdom: I happen'd to be near her when 
ſhe was preſented to the Queen, who, whether 
ſhe took notice of it or not, ſmiPd, as I thought, 
to ſee me view her with great Attention, and 1 


perceiv'd ſince, that of all thoſe which had been 
placd about her, ſhe had the firſt ſhare of her Ma- 


jeſty's Favour. The Queen's Kindneſs for her 
gave me frequent Opportunities of ſeeing her, and 
Igrew very paſſionate, which I ſoon inform'd her 
of, that Lady underſtanding French well enough 


to converſe in that Tongue. I was ſomething 


ſurpriz'd that ſhe ſhould be equally fond of me, 
but more to hear her expreſs it in ſo frank a man- 
ner; but ſhe carry*d her Ingenuity ſomething too 
far, for the Queen having ask'd her, What Diſ⸗ 
courſe we liad together? ſhe not only told her 
what I had ſaid, but alſo what Anſwers ſhe had 
returry'd ; confeſſing freely, Phat ſhe was very 
muchi inclimd to love me. The Queen made her 
ſenſible of the Inconveniencies ſuch a Paſſion 
might be atterided with, and order'd her never to 
m 


ſpeak to me in: private. Her Majeſty laid the 


me Commands alſo upon me, threatning to ſend 
* * | _— 
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me back into France if I diſobey'd her. It was by 


no means my Intereſt to difoblige the Queen, and. 
leave her on ſuch an account, but I alſo lov'd that 


Maid, and the free and natural manner wherein 
ſhe had expreſs'd her Thoughts to me, made me 
Pote the more on her. I found my ſelf. then in 
a great Dilemma, from which I was ſhortly after 
deliver'd, but it was to fall into a worſe. I had 
for Eight or Ten Days carefully avoided my Mi- 
ſtreſs's Company, according to the Queen's Or- 
der; when her Majeſty took an Opportunity to 
tell me, I was eaſily Diſcourag'd ; but, however, 
ſince I had been ſo Obedient, ſhe would have 
fome Regard to my Paſſion, and that ſhe gave me 
free Leave to (vid the young - Lady When 1 
ann. . *1 +97 | 
1 could not anagins, yo proceeded this lud 
den Change; the Reaſon of which was, That 
her Majeſty: had perceived the King had a Kind- 
neſs ſor her, and whether through Policy or Jea- 
louſie, ſhe intended to put him out of Conceit 
with her, by letting him ſee ſhe admitted my 
Courtſhip. I was not willing to loſe any Time 
in making Reflexions, but my chief Care was to 
8 ſeeki for an Opportunity of \peaking to my Mi- 
| ſtreſs. Now ſhe 15 1 choughk trange my a- 
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Was al che — return oy Lore. I un- 
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her away into France. 


any other Meaſures. enen , 
The Lithuanian Lord dy'd in the mean while, 
and the King being obſtinately bent to give her a 


( 


derſtobd then that the firſt thing the Grandees of | 
Poland do, when they have a mind to Debauch a 


Woman, is to get her a Husband ; and, accord- 


ingly, there was much talk at Court, a few Days 


after, of a Match hetween her and a great Lord 
in Lithuania. The Queen was not at all ſacisfy*d 
with it, ſince ſhe knew that the King's Deſign in 
Marrying of her, was to make her his Miſtreſs, 


and fee her with more Liberty. So ſhe would 


ſtill be perſuading me to Marry her, not doubting 
but if that were done, I would certainly carry 


I apprehended that a great many Inconvenien- 
ces might accrue to me from this Marriage: For 


ſincè (as her Majeſty had told me) ſhe was to be 


marry'd but to facilitate the King's Amours, I 
thought it impoſſible for me to carry her away 
without his Conſent ; which, had he graated, I 


knew I had not wherewithal to maintain a Lady 


there, whoſe whole Eſtate remain'd in Poland. I 


repreſented to her Majeſty, why I could not obey 
her Commands, and ſhe ſeem'd fatisfy*d with the 


Arguments I gave her; and made me an open 


Confeſſion, That being deſirous to have the abſo- 
lute Management of her Husband, it was her 
| Intereſt to get her Match'd to one who would 


give her Majeſty a good account of her ; and ſhe 


agreed with me, That I was very unfit for ſuch 
an Employment. So we parted, without taking 


Hus- 


i 
Husband, deſir'd her to name whom ſhe would; 
who, ſway'd by her Love, ſhe pitch'd upon 
The King readily yielded to it, and ſending for 
me, made me that Propoſal. I humbly told him, 
That I had no Eſtate, and being a younger Bro- 
ther, expected but little, ſo that I was in very ill 
Circumſtances to maintain a Wife. His Majeſty 
anſwer'd, That ſhe whom he defign'd me, was 
rich enough for us both ; and that, beſides, he 
would make me ſo conſiderable in Poland, that I 
ſhould not miſs the Little I had left in France. I 
would have accepted this Offer with no little Joy, 
had it been made on any other account; for I had 

an Opportunity of raiſing my ſelf, by Marrying 
| a Woman whom Ihad a great Kindneſs for; bur 

all my Philoſophy would not perſuade me to take 
her on ſuch reproachful Terms. Not knowing 
what other Reaſons to give, I told the King that 
his Majeſty's Favour loaded me with Honour, 
but I was — very Jealous, and ſhould make 

a very ſevere Husband. The King ſmiPd at this 
"Excuſe, and told me, If that was all, He would 
tale care to prevent it, and would give me ſuch 
Employments as would not permit me often to be 
with-my Wife, and too narrowly to pry into her 

Behaviauuiur. 75 | | 

This I took as a great Affront, but concealing 
my Thoughts, I told his Majeſty, That I could 
not renounce my Native Country, and that I 
would never Conſent to Marry, but on Condition 

I might go thither immediately after. No, ſa — 
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the King, I will not yield to you in that Point, for 
your Spouſe ſhall never leave Poland while I live. If 
it be ſo, Sir 5 1 reply'd, 1 humbly thank Jour Majeſty, 
and beg, as a farther Favour, That inſtead of Mar- 
Hing me you would be pleas'd to grant me Leave to 
return Home. Upon this the King left me, tel- 
ling me; I might be gone, and, that I was a 
— ð oO 7 t# | 
Then J preſently waited on the Queen, to give 
her an Account of what had paſs'd ; who begg'd, 
with Tears in her Eyes, That I would comply 
with the King's Deſires: And that, to ſatisfie my 
nice Jealouſie, ſhe would keep her ſo much in 
her Preſence, that the King ſhould never find an 
Opportunity of being Private with her; that ſhe 
would be reſponſible to me for her Conduct, and 
that I might reſt my ſelf ſatisfy'd as to that. 
- Her Majeſty us'd ſo many convincing Argu- 
t ments, that at laſt I defir'd her to tell the King, 
r, I. was ready to obey his Commands. He was 
e | glad to hear it, but my Miſtreſs tranſported at the 
is Thoughts of becoming my Wife, and that in {6 
a violent a manner, as perſuaded me ſhe never had 
h lov'd the King; which gave me Hopes, that be- 
5e | ing the only Poſſeſſor of her Heart, and ſeconded 
er by the Queen's Vigilancy, I might eaſily avoid 
| the Shame I dreaded. Ina Word, I was ſo taken 
g | vp with the Proſpect of advancing my Fortune, 
14 and fatisfying my Deſires, that I was deaf to all 
1 | other Conſiderations, inſomuch that I wonder'd 
on | how I had ever ſcrupl'd the Matter. So irreſo- 
id © lute are our Minds, and fo eaſily do we prot 
| | SR. 
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what may promote our Intereſt and Pleaſure,” to 


what fecures our Honour, * | " 
I marry'd that Lady, and therefore chang'd my 
Name, for being thereby grown the Owner of a 


_ conſiderable County, I was for ever after call'd 


% 11 
The Queen was as good as her Word, and her 
Jealoufie and Vertue, with the Care I took, kept 
my Wife under ſuch a Conftraint, that it was 


1mpoſſible for the King to be alone with her. 


He was at laſt tir'd with fruitleſs Endeavours, 
and began to Court a Lady who was more her 
own Miſtreſs. I was overjoy'd at his Change, 
hoping I might now, without Diſturbance, poſ- 
ſeſs my own Right; but that, alas! was pre- 


vented by a Hand I leaſt expected it from. My 


Wife was inrag'd that the King ſhould quit her 
for anether, and the great Aﬀection ſhe had ex- 


preſs'd for me, turn'd to an implacable Hatred. 


Being averſe to all Diſſimulation, ſhe openly told 


me, I was the occaſion that ſhe had loſt her Lover. 


It was to no purpoſe that I endeavour'd to make 
her ſenſible of her Extravagancy ; all the Argu- 
ments I brought prov'd but greater Provocations ; 
and whether {he had a mind to be rid of me, or 
that ſhe thought moving the King's Compaſſion 
was the beſt way to regain him, ſhe complain'd 
to his Majeſty that I treated her very ill. This 
falſe Accuſation the King the ſooner believ'd, be- 
cauſe he remembred I told him, That I was in- 
clin'd to be extream Jealous. My good natur'd 
_ Spouſe's Malice went farther, for {ſhe gave the 

| 5 N _ King 
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King to undetſt 
N and he ſuſceptible of both theſe Impre- 
ſſions, did, without farther Examination, reſolve 
I ſhould be: Murthen d, which he law! might be 
the caſien effected, 1becauſe my Prefetment had ex- 
cited the Envy 'of moſt of the 'Polyh — 
The King wanted not Fer ſons who M] Ould veadily 


have taktem lat Opportunity to expreſs thbir Zeal | 


to him aid their Malice'td eue. 


The Queen 9 Intelligence Was quielcor than 


mine, and ſeeing her Honour was contern'd; ſhe 
did not think Gt! to Acquaint me wit it, conclud. 
ing would ka ve abſconded my ſelf, vihich might 
confirm the King inchis jealouſie. Her firſt Care 
was to undeceive the 


c to which end ſhe tool 
no notice of the Advite ſhe had recei vd, but 


counterfeiting ſ6me Letters from France, wherein 


ſhe was acquainted, Flat my Brother was Dead; 

i fly, telling him, that 
it would much Prejudice mel to be kept in Poland. 
The Unconcernedneſs ſhe ſpoke' with on my ac- 
count, and: her Propòſal, to have me ſent back, 
made him think her falſly accus d. He' own'd to 
her the Suſpicions he had had of an Intreague be- 
tween us, and begging her Pardon a thouſand 
times for entertaining an Opinion ſo injurious to 


her Vertue, he confeſs'd, thoſe Thoughts, joyn'd_ 


with my Wife's Complaints, made him reſolve I 
ſhould Die; and that he knew not whether I 


was then Alive, ſome Perſons being appointed to 


Aſſaſſinate me that Day. Her Majeſty having 


blam'd his Raſhneſs, intreated him, without De- 
| — G 


lay, 


Rand that I S in Loue with the 
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lay, to recal his Orders, left his Mercy came too 
late. e 1 [hots ty | ne l J14 DHS al. 


A fruitleſs. Enquiry: was made after me, for I 
had Notice of my Danger; and the Perſon. who 
had done me that Courteſie had alſo found me a 
Place of Refuge. She was one of the heſt repu- 
ted Ladies at Court, who had often profeſs d her 

ſelf my Friend, but I did not imagine her Kind- 
neſs. extended ſo far. She made uſe of that Op- 
portunity to give me at ance a Declaration and 
convincing Proof of her Love; being a Widow, 
and conſequently Miſtreſs of her own Actions: 
She did not ſtick to eoncgal me in her own Houſe, 
which I thought was an Obligation highly to be 
valu'd, ſince I ſaw my Ruin was unavoidable if 
I appear'd Abroad. During a Week, that I lay 
hid, ſhe propos'd to me the ſeveral Means which 
her Paſſion inſpir'd her with, to provide for my 


Safety. - That which ſhe inſiſted on, as the moſt 


infallible, was, to Poyſon my Wife, the Perfor- 
mance of which ſhe offer'd to take upon her ſelf. 
I entertain'd not her Propoſal with that Horrour 
which I ſhould have done at another Time; be- 
lieving her to Love me, had drowned both Reli- 
ion and Reaſon ; only repreſenting to her the il 
onſequences it might produce. She would ne- 
ver let me Write to the Queen, to inform her 
where I was; and that Princeſs concluding that] 
was either Fled or Murther'd, it made her very 
uneaſie: But, to prevent the ill Conftruftions 
People might frame of my Abſence, ſhe caus'd 


it 


pp e 9 . 


1 fans ws ns worms m_—_—_ — Ara . 1 1 


(83) 
it to be reported, That, upon the News of my 
Brother's Death, I was return'd into France. 

At laſt T heard of it, and believing that my 
Brother was' really Dead, I grew impatient to 
know the Truth of it, and poſitively told the 
Lady, That would attend the Queen, to be het - 
ter inform'd. She upbraided me with allowing 
my Brother a Share in that Affection which ſhe 
would have engroſsd wholly to her ſelf. From 
theſe Reproaches ſhe came to Affronts, and thoſe 
led her to Indifferency. She threat*ned to betray 
me to my Murtherers; nay, and could not for- 


bear telling me, that ſince I was ſo firmly reſolv'd 


to leave her, ſhe would take Care to prevent it, 
and would Poyſon me firſt. What ſhe had pro- 
pos d to me on my Wife's account, made me the 
more fearful as to my ſelf, and this Apprehenſion 
kept me from Eating. Never did any Couple 
paſs ſo ſuddenly from the warmeſt Love to the 
moſt inveterate Hatred as we did, for we were al- 
ready grown intolerable to each other ; wherefore 
I plainly told her, She was become my Adverſary, 
and intreated her to let me retire. 

Tes, you ſhall go, ſaid ſhe, but it ſhall be out of 


this World: On ſaying which, ſhe flew at me 
with a Dagger. I ſtrove to wreſt it from her, 


but (by T know not what Accident) ſhe receiv'd 
a Wound in her Breaſt. I well foreſaw my Dan- 
ger, and that I could not eſcape ſhould any of her 
Servants know what had happen'd ; which made 
me leave her with the Dagger by her. By good 
Fortune I found all the ys open, and went out 

: 2 un- 
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uaſeen * a. Having gone 2 Street or 
two, I came to the Houſe of a Polanger of my 
Acquaintance, and begg d his Aſſiſtance; telling 
him ſome earneſt Buße gd by my Bro- 
ther's Death, oblig d me toſgo to France, which! 
muſt do Incognito, becauſe my Wiferwas averſe to 
my Journey. This Man offer d to ſer ve me to the 
utmoſt of his Powerz: and. the very nent Night 
procur'd me ſome Horſes, which carry d me to 
Dantzick ; where I was no love acc d. but 
I vote to the Queen J Relation f my Advan- 
| ture. SO TE, | f 129 «4! 1 Vis Th T3 7 
She cr my Leder, in a Time when every 
one was crying out againſt; me, for being ſo baſe 
as to Murder a Lady who had been ſo aeg to 
me. She had des been ſonnd all Bloody by her 
Servants, and tax d me with the Villany: And 
tho her Wound prov'd hut very ſlight, ſhe ill 


perſi ſted to fay, I hada Deſign to have Kill'd her. 


No Body hueſtion'd the Truth of what ſhe if poke, 
and great Search was making for me, when: the 
Queen receiy d my Letter. She preſently carry d 
it to the King; who pray d her to Command me, 
That if I were Innocent, I ſhould not delay com- 
ing to Confront my Aceuſers. 

It was not ſo much a Principle of doing Juſtice 
mov'd this Prince to have me recall'd, as the 
Trouble which my Wife created him, who was 
become a continual Plague to him; and he wiſh'd 
for my Return, to rid him of ſo violent a Wo- 
man. The Queen wrote to me, that my Bro- 


ther s Death Was a Fiction, and that I muſt return 
to 


* 
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to Marſam, to clear my ſelf from the Aſſaſſination 
which was laid to my Charge. Her Letter came 
ſafe to iny Hands, and the Joy I conceiv'd at the 
News. of my Brotliers being alive ſo tranſported 
me, that I willingly obey*d her Commands, tho? 
: _ not unſenſible of the Hazard 1 expos'd my 
ere „„ 725 | 
As ſoon as I was arriv'd, I did. through the 
Queen's Advice, ſurrender my ſelf, and was car- 
ry*d to Priſon. The Lady that accus'd me was 
in a great Surprize at my Return; but ati ting 


a Generoſity which ſhe was wholly a Strange, to, 


ſhe was the moſt earneſt in ſuing tor my Pardon. 
For my part, I had rather ſhe would have let her 
Interceſſion alone, that the TrutH might have ap- 
pear?d,” upon a fair Trial: But ſeeing this was ge- 
nerally look?d, upon but as a Quarrel between two 
Lovers, I: did not inſiſt on a fuller Enquiry into 
the Matter, but accepted of my Grace, and was 
ſet at Liberty. The King alſo oblig'd me to re- 
turn Thanks to the Lady, my Adverſary; which 
I did, tho' much againſt my Will. 
The Buſineſs wholly ruin'd her Reputation; 
for in Poland they do not eaſily reliſn Gallantry of 
ſo deep a Dye as that ſeem'd to be. There was 
no other way for her to clear her Honour than 
Marrying me, and that has fully perſuaded me, 
that the Poyſon'd my Wife, who dy'd ſuddenly 
ſome time after. 5 FILE 

My Spouſe was a little before deliver d of Two 
Children, a Boy and a Girl, and I heard at once 
of her Sickneſs and Death 6 for her Conduct beg FE 
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fo highly diſoblig'd me, that we ſeldom ſaw each 
other. However, I was ſorry for her, not fo 
much remembring the Reaſons I had to Hate her, 
as thoſe whereby ſhe once had gain'dmy Love. 
She was no ſooner Dead, but the — 
told me, That I was under an indiſpenſable Ob- 
ligation to Marry the Lady, who had preſerv'd 
my Life, at the Loſs of her own Honour. I 
begg'd of his Majeſty not to precipitate this Mar- 
riage, but to allow me a little Time to Mourn for 
the Loſs of my late Wife, which deeply afflicted 
me, hoping by this Delay to find ſome means of 
breaking the intended Match, without difobliging 
the King, tho' I was reſolv'd to hazard all rather 
than comply, nn 
The Lady was neither Handſome nor Young ; 
and, on the other Hand, her familiar Acquain. 
tance with Daggers and Poyſons made me look 
upon her with great Deteſtation : But I diſſem- 
bl'd my Thoughts, and carry'd my ſelf to her as 
a Womanl was ſhortly to Eſpouſe. 
Imagining ſhe had made ſure of me, ſhe took 
no Care to Pleaſe me, treating me rather with 
an affected Scorn, and openly profeſſing a Kind- 
neſs for others. I, who deſir'd nothing more than 
to break with her, tax'd her with Coquetry ; ſhe 
way iy at me, ſaying, She would not conſtrain 
ber ſelf for my Humour, ſince I muſt Marry her 
whether I would or no. I thought, if I could 
ſurprize her in fome Gallantry, it would free me 
from this pretended Obligation ; which I eaſily 
did, for ſhe carry'd on her Intrigues ſo openly that 
| 5 | : none 


ly diſcharg'd. His 1 
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none need be ignorant of them; and one Day 
I was inform'd ſhe was in Private with a Pala- 


tine. nns 2 
Thereupon I made my Complaint to the King, 
faying withal, That I now thought my ſelf fair- 
7 reply?d, It muſt firſt 
be known whether or no that Lord would Marry 
her, | becauſe if he refus'd it ſhe ſtill fell to my 


Lot, as having the firſt Claim to her. This An- 


7 


hone I took for a Jeſt, and could not forbear 
miling, till the King very ſeriouſly told me, it 
was the Cuſtom of the Lang. 

I did not much trouble my ſelf with conſulting 
the Poliſh Lawyers about it, for from that very 
Minute I refoly'd for Frause, and tk all the 


| neceſſary Meaſures for a ſpeedy Departure; being 


weary of living in a ſtrange Country, wherein 
I had met with a Chain of Misfortunes, and ſtood 


in daily ExpeQation of worſe. oY 
I acquainted the Queen with my Intentions, 


beſeeching her to take my Children under her 
Care and Protection; and having privately ſold 
all the Eſtate I had there which I might diſpoſe of, 
I ſtole away With one only Servant. The great 


Fortune I expected to make by my Journey, was 


reduc'd to poor Twenty Thouſand Crowns, for 
which I took ſome Bills of Exchange, and went, 
leaving my Children rich enough with their Mo- 
ther's Eſtate. Then was the latter End of the 
Year 1647. I had liv'd Two Years in Poland, and 
was about Twenty Three Years of Age, but ap- 


pear'd as Thirty, being — Tall, and grown 


4 {ome-_ 


1 
1 Famething Corpulent, which made me ſeem Older 
than I really was. 

Once more I thought i LI i he for any Wo: 
man to; deceivę me. My Journey afforded me 
N to reflect on the Diſaſters they 
had procur'd me; I. 7 ir was on their Ac- 


count that I had left. Fraxce, in a Seaſon when I 
might have made my Fortune there, and that they 
alio had occaſion'd m coming from Poland, when 


I ſeem'd to be well ſett'd in that Country. On 


theſe Reflections 1 reſoly'd to make the beſt Uſe 


of my Experience, and to court Mars.ipſtead of 
Venus. RY bad Ro my Brother, to let him 


know o eturn from Poland, who was not 
Well e with w having marry'd. in that 
Kingdom and was 15 I had a Pretence to for- 
CT fe ee e e chi d 
me to take Venice in my Ways where he wrote I 
ſhould find d particular 2 .of his, Who, hav- 
ing fougl a Duel, 
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then preparing he thang "Ronda 12 met 
with 00 ;Brot | * Friend, who, prevail with 
me to farry 1 Time; during which, I 
forgot all all my fine 8210 Aude againſt the Female 
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Sex, notwithſtanding the freſh Items I had to re- 
member the the m; j ; 92 55 ſooner at Venice but 
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Pains to undeceive thoſe who {eem'd to Credit it; 
but I found it Difficult, and have ſeveral Years 
ſince met with ſome Per ſons, who were prepoſ- 
ſeſsd with the Opinion, which has ons me no 
ſmall Iajury. 8 
How earneſt ſever my: Friends l altas aces mgl. 
be, to perſuade my taſting the Diverſions of the 
Carnival, I ſhould ſcarce have comply'd with 
them, had it not been my Misfortune again to 
fall up to the Ears in Love. Tis true, I had felt 
but weak impreſſions of that Paſſion while in Po- 
land; Which made me. the eaſier engage'in a new 
Amour with a Perſon, who, I i u would 
not be over Cruel. | ö 

She was Daughter to a Venitian Noble -man, 
at whoſe Houſe, I, on my firſt Arrival, grew-ve- 
ry well acquainted, through the means of my 
Brother's Friend, who having known this Noble- 
man's Son at Paris, had there renew'd his Ac- 
quaintance, and encreas d it to a great Intimacy. 
J often ſaw the Father and Son, but it was long 
before I had a view of the Daughter, only in a 
Picture. This Piece ſeem'd to me ſo Charming, 
that I could not forbear crying out in an Extaſie, 
Lnever had ſeen ſuch Beauty before. The Lady 
was then in an adjoyning Room, where, un- 
known to me, ſhe ſaw and heard me. I was no 
ſdoner in the Street but a Man follow'd me, Who, 
without ſaying one Word, put an unſeal'd Note 
in my Hand, "itch was wrote in Italian to this 


Napa 
THE 


* 2 ; as - OM 


* 


HE Perſon whoſe Picture you ſo much Ad- 
ia, has as high an Eſteem for you. If it 
be true that the Sight of Painting has afforded you 
ſome Pleaſure, you ſhall enjoy that of the Original. 
Be diſcreet and leave the reſt to me. 


I read the Note above twenty times over; and 
tho T could ſcarce imagine that it really came 
from the Perſon whoſe Picture I had ſeen; yet I 

thought my ſafeſt way was to uſe the Diſcretion 
which was enjoyn'd me. . 

It may eaſily be gueſsd how impatient I was 
to return to the Venetian Nobleman's Palace: The 
very next Day I made him a Viſit, and took my 
Opportunity, by way of Diſcourſe, to expreſs 
the great Deſire I had to ſee the Perſon whom that 
Picture repreſented, but no Body offer'd to give 
me that Satisfaction; only a Mask was propos'd 
and the Habits agreed on. V 
I was ſcarce got Home, but the ſame Man 
came into my Chamber, who had given me the 
Note I juſt mention'd, and obſerving a deep Si- 
lence, preſented me with a Box, and immediate- 
ly withdrew. I preſoꝰd him to ſtay, and he an- 

wer'd me but in dumb Shew, and went off. 
Then, opening the Box, I found it full of rich 
Jewels, and, under chem, this Note, which was 
written in the ſame Hand as the former. 
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Oar Reputation being of a near Concern to me, 
T1 was willing to contribute to your Magnifi 
cence. Make aſe of theſe Jewels to appear like pour 
ſelf in the intended Mast, and when you have done 


with them, you may return them to the Bearer, whom 
T ſhall ſend for them. | 


Then, I thought I had no Reaſon to doubt of 
the Reality of this Adventure, which gave me at 
once a great Pleaſure and no little Diſquiet. 

I' put on the Jewels ſhe ſent me, which were 
ſo rich and fair, none made a better Figure than 
my ſelf. 2 
| Several ask d me, Where I had got them: And 


having anſwer'd, That I hir'd them; the Lady's 


Brother whiſper'd in my Ear, He knew the Per- 
ſon had lent them, and what the Hire of them 
came to. This made me think he was his Si- 
ſter's Confident ; at which I bluſh'd, and made 
no Reply. i | 

As 1 was returning Home from the Mask, I 
was attack d by Six arm'd Men, who having 
driven off my Companions, in ſpight of all the 
Reſiſtence I could make, diſarm'd and robb'd me. 
This Accident gave me no little Trouble; but 
my Comfort was, that I had yet a Bill of Ex- 
change for Twelve 'Thouſand Crowns, which I 
—_— would procure the ſame Number of fine 
1 When 
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When the Man, who had brought them me, 
came for them again, I inform'd him of my Mis- 
fortune, and offer'd the Bill of Exchange in lieu 
thereof; but he refus'diit by Signs (which made 
me believe he was Dumb) and the next Day came 
to me very Early, with this following Note. 
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D E not concern d at the Loſs of the Jewels. When 
I lent them, I willingly expos'd my ſelf to all 
the Inconveniences that 'might follow; the Blame lies 
wholly on me, therefore it is my part to pay for them. 
1 wiſh I might, & more conſiderable Loſſes convince 
jour Heart it the ond) Riches I cover. Do not 
diſpoſe of it, till jou may judge whether I deſerve 
ft or nao. Shes — OM. 
Whether ſhe deſerves it ! cry'd I, Can there be 4 
Woman more deſerving ? Thus charm'd with her 
Generoſity, I abandon'd my ſelf to the Tranf- 
ports I was in, at my ſeeming good Fortune. I 
earneſtly intreated the Dumb Meſſenger to carry 
her the Bill of Exchange, or at leaft an Anſwer 
to her obliging Billet; but he would do neither, 
r e Tie een 
The next Day her Brother told me, ſhe had 
hir'd them of a Jeweller, whom he dealt with; 
informing me withal, That his Siſter had reveaPd 
to him the great Paſſion ſhe had for me, wherein 
be ſerv'd her willingly, becauſe: ſhe had laid the 
like Obligation upon him, in an Amour _ 
a Wit 
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with a young Lady of her Acquaintance; and 
he alſo aſſur d me, That it ſhould be my Fault, 


Fo p 


f I was not as happy in his, Siſter as he in his 
Miſtress N - 
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Ihe Reader will, no dquht, be aſtoniſh'd to 
underſtand, That all this wag;only an Axtifice to 
chouſe me of nay Mony ;. y86.10 it was, for this 
Brother of hers had caus q me to be robb d, and 
had the Jewels in his Poſſeſſion. The Raſcal 
made me believe, That his , Siſter's Generoſity 
had brought her into a great Trouble, for ſhe 
knew not how, to pay for them; and yhat if ſhe 
{till refusd to accept my Bill of Exchange, the 
whole Buſineſs might break out, and come to 
her Father's Knowledge; to prevent Which, he 
offer; d to carry me to the Merchants who had 
lent them. I was overjoy d. at this Opportu- 
nity, of ſhewing my Gratitude, in ſaving her 
Honour, and paid the Jeweller Eight 'Thou- 
ſand Crowns, with more Pleaſure than I ever 
I diſcharg'd any other Debt. This Man, who 
was Confederate with my pretended Friend, 
receiv'd ſome ſmall part of the Purchaſe, and 

the Brother and Siſter ſhar'd the reſt between 


chem. 5 OT pics 
„l ſuſpected not the Cheat, byt ſtill flatter'd with 
she vain Thought of being belov'd by a Perſon 
whom I was ſo charm'd with, I conſider'd not 
the Loſs of my Money, which was at its laſt ebh; 
and my only Deſire was that of ſeeing the beau- 
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tiful Unknown. 
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I often ſollicited the Brother, That he would 
Ire me the fo much long'd for Interview, 
which he as often promis'd me, but ſtill found an 
Excuſe for his delay. I only ſometimes receiv*d 
a Letter from the Kir Deceiver, which was no 
more deliver*d\by-the' dumb Man, but by him- 
ſelf, and he alſo undertook to be dhe Bearer of my 
Anſwers. Our Bilſets were all very paſſionate, 
the continual Theme was, deploring our hard 

Fate, Which kept us thus aſunder. © 
This continu'd till about the middle of Februs. 
77, when I ceceiv'd Letters from my Brother, who 
much blam d me for' ſtaying ſo long at Venice, ſay- 
ing, I endanger'd my loſing the Employment he 
had procur'd me in the Prince's Army, which 

was to take the Field and beſiege Tpres in March. 
T little regarded my Brother's kind Admoniti- 
ons, nor the Injury I did my ſelf in tarrying there 
any longer; but full of Longings to ſee my Mi- 
ſtreſs, I ſent him Word I was Sick, and that as 
ſoon as my Health ſhould permit, I would ride 
Poſt for France. | But he, being better inform'd 
of my Condition than I imagin'd, renew*d his 
Inſtances for my return, which I was ſo mad as to 
refuſe, for I would ſooner have parted with my 
_ than left Venice, till I had at leaſt ſeen the 
"He Letters had this only effect, That I was 
more urgent with her Brother, not to keep mein 
Pain any longer; and at laſt, ſeeing I threat*ned 
to be gone, if he did not give me that Satisfaction, 
he promis d to comply with my Requeſt. Aer 
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orderꝰd to put on a Spaniſh Habit, and to take with 


me as many Jewels, and as much Mony as I could, 


his Siſter having prerended to the Perſon, at whoſe 
Houſe we were'to meet, that her Lover was a 
rich Spaniſ Lord. I made no Reflexions upon 


the Matter, but yielded a blind Obedience to his 


Directions, and being accoutred as a Caſtillan (not 


forgetting the Mony and Jewels) I was introduc'd 


into the Lodgings of a moſt notorious Curtezan. 
Indeed I was ſomewhat ſcandaliz d at my being 
carry*d to ſuch a Place (for I both knew the Houſe 
and her who kept it) yet my Impatience to ſee 
my Miſtreſs ſoon ſtifled that Scruple. © 

At my firſt Entrance I was lock'd up in a Room, 
into which, after ſome Minutes waiting, the Ob- 


ject of my Wiſhes was admitted. She did not 
ſeem to me ſo handſom as her flattering Picture 


repreſented her, tho? it was ſo like, that Thad not 
the leaſt reaſon to think my ſelf impos'd on. This 
Diſappointment ſomething cool'd my Paſſion, 
when the Lady, who obſerv'd it, us'd ſuch Means 
to reflame me, as made me imagine this was not 
the firſt Rendezvous ſhe had had. This gave me 
a Diſturbance which I could not conceal, and be- 
ing unwilling to diſcover the true Occaſion, I pre- 
tended it was at her coming into ſuch a Houſe. 
She told me, She ſhould not have expected ſuch a 
Reprimand from me; however, ſhe ſeenrd' not 
to take it ill at firſt ; but ſeeing I continu'd Preache 
ing to her, ſhe left me, ſaying, The next Time I 


met her I might make an end of my Sermon. 


Thea 


1 


Then I ſully experienc'd the Weakneſs of my 
Heart Far tho Thadall the Reaſon in the World 


to be-convinc'd of hen Diſhoneſty, yet ſhe was no 
ogner retir d but. I long d more than ever to ſee 
again All my Scruples vaniſh'd, and Thear- 


tily xepenied-the ill uſe I had made of that Oppor- 


tunjty. Her Brother, thereupon; coming in . 
an ang bot, drew. his Sword, telling me, 
was a haſe Man; that my Siſter, bad complaüd 
to him of my rude Treatment, and that he would 
have Satisfaction. Said I, Can I affront hour Sifter ! 
For Haven s. Sale, * Friend, procure me one 
Meeting more, and pou ſpall ſee what, Eſteem I have 
for her. He ſeem' d more calm at theſe Words, 
and. withdrew, promiſing he would endeavour to 
Fer her to return; I waited T'wo Hours, 
ut inſtead, of either, in came the Curtezan; 
who ask'd me in Italian, How nom, Signior Don 
John, mat poſh you to Day, that your Miſtreſs is not 
ſo well ſatisfyd with you as ſhe uſes to be? With this 
ſhe look'd earneſtly at me, and ſeem'd very much 
ſurpriz d. I inquir'd into the Reaſon of it, and 
why ſhe call'd me Don John? She would not ſa: 
tele me then, but told me, The next Time I 


came thither I ſhould know farther. This was 


all I could get from her; ſo I left ger. 
My firſt Care, when I came home, was, to lay 
my. Money and Jewels, but I found neither. 
1] he only, Perſon I could tax with ſtealing them, 
was the Lady I had been with, for no Body elſe 
had come near enough to me to pick my Pocket ; 


_ this gave ime me ill Thoughts of her. I re- 
member'd 
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member'd there was, one Dan John, .a Spaniard, 
who liv'd then in Venice, and I concluded the Cut - 
tezan had miſtaken me for him, and that my Mi- 
ſtreſs us d to entertain him in that Place. The 
very next Morning I went to the Courtezan's to be 
reſoly'd; who told me more than I was willing to 
hear: For, I underſtood, this Lady, for whoſe 
ſake I had ſo highly diſoblig'd my Brother and 
my ſelf, was us'd to this pretty Trade, and had for 
fix Months time kept a Correſpondence with this 
young Spaniard. | | 
While I was meditating on my Revenge, I re- 
ceiv'd a Letter from my Brother, wherein he ac- 
quainted me, That he had notice what Life I led 
at Venice, and how I had been made a Cully both 
by the Brother and Siſter ; but he advis'd me to 
paſs it over, and leave that City as ſpeedily as 


* 


3 


Imagining his Friend was the only Perſon that 
could have ſent this Intell;gence, I weat to him, 
telling him, It had been much kinder to have 
given me Warning of my dangerous Acquaint- 
ance than to have inform'd my Brother. He was 
loath to own it; but at laſt, imbracing me, ¶ hat 


could I have done, dear Friend ? faid he, Toa was 


o bewitchd, that if I had attempted to undeceiue jou, 
[ ſhould not have been credited. It was with much 
Difficuly that I forgave him; but, ſeeing there 
was no Remedy, I told him, That I was relolv'd 
to have my Money again, or to cut the Villain's 
Throat who had thus bubbl'd me. 


H . Tho? 
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Tho? this Gentleman was exil'd from his Na- 
tive Country for a Duel, yet that Misfortune did 
not deter him from venturing on another, but he 
freely offer d me his Service: So ſent the Rogue 
a Challenge, which he flighted. Mad at ſuch 


Cowardice, I reſolv'd to provoke him to Fight, 


whether he would or no; and having pitch'd on 
a Day to attack him, I put on my former Spaniſh 
Diſguiſe, and caus'd my Second and all our At- 


tendance to be equipp'd in the ſame Faſhion. 


Thus we waited for him, in a certain Street 


through which. he was to paſs: When he came, 


I bid him Draw); but he refuſing it, I gave him 
two or three Blows over the Face with the flat 
ſide of my Sword, by which, being oblig'd to 
defend himſelf, he did it, but ſo faintly, that he 
receF?d a home Thruſt; and dropp'd down. We 


had the good luck, tho' this was done in the open 


Street, to eſcape to a Gondalo, which lay ready 
for - and carry'd us to a Veſſel we had pre. 
: To compleat my Revenge, I left a Letter for 
the Lady's Father, pretending my ſelf a Friend of 
Don John's; and that, on my Arrival at Venice, 
I had diſcover'd an Intrigue between that young 
Lord and his Daughter, which was chiefly pro- 


moted by her Brother, and gave him a full Nar- 


rative of the Proceeding ; concluding, that Dez 


John having been affronted by his Son, I was re 


ſolv d to maintain my Friend's Quarrel; ſo that 
if any thing happen'd amiſs in his Family, he 
need Took no farther for the Procurer of his Miſ- 
fortune. | The 


The Nobleman having receiv'd this Advice, 
Informations were prefer d againſt Don John; for 
all thoſe who had been Witneſſes of the Ren- 
counter; agreed the Aſſaulter was a Spaniard, who 
had immediately made his Eſcape, with ſeveral 
Perſons of the ſame Nation; which confirm'd 
the Contents of my Letter. r | 
We heard" at. Padua the good Succeſs of our 
Enterprize; for the Lady's. Brother dy d without 

being able to fpeak;; Don John, afraid of the In- 
formations exhibited againſt him, was fled for it, 
and every one Vas fully perſuaded that he had 
kill d hm! 8 55 l Ui! 1 
The Pleaſurd this Nevvs afforded me, was ſome 
Conſolation for the Loſs of my Money, and the 
Tricks which they had put upon me; but I now 
N more firmly than ever, to avoid Woman- 
uiande ino t 5 

My Brother's! Friend, who had accompany*d 


me to Padua, not daring to return into France, 


nor thinking it ſafe for him to go back to Venice, 
ask'd my Advice about a Journey, he deſign d 
for Poland; which I encourag'd, for my own 
Advantage, in having a Friend there, who might 
inform me of my Children's Condition, and the 


Poſture of Affairs in that Kingdom. I knew that 
| King Ladiſlaus Was deſparately ill. It was the 


current Report, That he was dead, and that the 
Queen would efpouſe Prince Caſimir, Brother to 
the deceas'd King; and I'doubted not but Fer 
Majeſty would ſhew my Friend all poſſible Fa- 


vour. | 
Hs -: It 


Cn 


It being then the latter End of May, and the 
Campaign ſomething advanc'd in Flanders, I 
thought I ſhould get no Credit by going there ſo 
late, and therefore reſolwd'to get into Vaples, in 
hopes to find Opportuniries of ſignalizing my. ſelf, 
under the Command of the Duke ue Guiſe, who 
had render 'd hinſſelf Maſter of that City, which 
made no little Noiſe in Italy. I wrote to my 
Brother, to acquaint him with my Intentions; 
and keeping my Spaniſb Habit, I fer forwards for 
Naples, thinking that Diſguiſe might facilitate 
my Entrance; but I arriv'd there a Month after 
the Duke's Impriſonment, ſo ill had I been in- 
form'd of thoſe Tranſactions. 101 dt; TREE 
I heard he was confin'd at Gyerra, in order to 
be tranſported to Spain; and thought it my Duty 
to offer him my Service, in conſideration of the 
Intereſt of all our Family had With him, efpecially 
It was certainly my ill Genius led me thither; 
for this occaſion'd my engaging into a freſh A- 

mour, which prov'd as troubleſome and vexati- 

ous to me, as my laſt at Venicſe. 
The Duke took my Viſit very kindly; and 
when I told him the occaſion of my Journey to 
Naples, he ſaid, I might do him a more ſignal 
Service there, and with leſs Danger to my felt; 
whereupon he ſhew'd me a Letter from a Neapol:- 
tun Lady, who had been his Miſtreſs while he 
remain d in the City: She expreſs'd a great Del- 
pair for the Duke's Impriſonment, and threaten*d 
7 ES to 
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to ſtab her ſelf, if he would not yield to her fol- 
lowing him to Spain. She is ſtark mad, ſaid he, 
and will do ſome extravagant Action or other, if not 
prevented, Oblige me ſo far, as to return to Na- 
ples, and carry a Letter from me, which cannot be 
ſent by a better Hand. I promis'd an exact Perfor- 
mance of his Commands, and having attended 
him till his Removal thence, I immediately ſet 
forward to execute his Orders. 

I could not, during the Journey, but reflect on 
my fantaſtical Deſtiny ; for while I endeavour'd 
to 5 Female Sex, and think of nothing 
but Waf, it engag'd me into a neceſſary Occaſion 
of Converſing with them, and made me the Con- 
fident of an Amour. However, I very willingly 
obey d the Duke, mov'd by a ſecret Inclination 


for a Woman, who was capable of ſo much Paſ- 


ſion and Wit as her Letters expreſs'd. Here my 


cursd Propenſity to Love again confounded my 


Reaſon, which would have led me to France 


much rather, than Naples; whereby I was con- 
vinc'd, that let a Heart be never ſo covetous of 
Glory, it ſoon degenerates from that Heroick 


Temper, when once it yields it ſelf up to Effe- 
minacy. _ | | 

I ſtill wore my Spaziſþ Habit, that I might the 
better conceal my Country; and being arciv'd at 
Pozzola Caſtello, while it was Day, I ſtaid there a 
little, not deſigning to enter Naples till Night. 
To divert my ſelf in the mean while, I walkq 


abroad in a very agreeable and ſolitary Place, 
- Where I thought I ſhould not be obſerv'd: But I 


H 3 had 
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had not gone far ere I ſpy'da Gentleman with a 


Lady, and another at a little diſtance from them, 


which ſeem'd to have withdrawn only to leave 
them more at Li bert. 
This looking like an Aſſignation, I crept as 
near as I could; and having hid my ſelf behind 
ſome Trees, over-heard part of their Converſati- 
on. All I could make of it was, That the Cava- 
lier complain'd of her former Affection to another; 
and that ſhe aſſur'd him, he was the only Man 
ſhe had ever lov'd, Having remain'd there about 
half an Hour, I thought of retiring; which I ma- 
liciouſly did, with Noiſe enough ro make them 
take notice of me. The Lady, who was ſpeak- 
ing to her Gallant, no ſooner perceiv'd me, but 
ſhe chang'd Colour, crying out, 4b ! What ao I 
ſee? "Tis bimſelf. She ſeem'd to me very hand- 
ſome, and imagining {he might take me for her 
Husband, or ſome other troubleſome ' Perſon, 
whom ſhe had no mind to entruſt with tier A- 
mour ; I made her a very low Bow, and walk'd 


ſlowly off. Looking back ſometimes, I ſaw the 


other Lady folow'd me, upon which ſtopp'd, 
that ſhe might overtake me. She did; and hav- 
ing view d me attentively, told me in Spaniſb, I 


look d fo like the Duke de Guiſe, that T had been 


taken tor him. I ſmiling at the Fancy (ſor be- 
ſides the Shape, Colour of Hair and Skin, I had 


not one Feature reſembling his) reply'd, they 


were miſtaken, and ask'd what Relation the 
Duke had to them. She faid, That each true 


Meapulitan ought to fear, leſt the Duke ſhould ſtill. 


be 
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be plotting to render himſelf Maſter of that City, 
which was happily reduc'd under the Obedience 

of her lawful Sovereign. I eaſily gueſs'd The ſpoke 
after that manner, taking me for a Spazziard; for 
I knew the Duke de Guiſe was very well belov'd 
in Naples. However, I did not diſcover my ſelf, 
tho' I had an itching Deſire to know the Compa- 
ny, being already charm'd with the other Lady: 
But not thinking it proper to ask any more Que- 
ſtions, I came back to Por ⁊olo Caſtello, and went 
to Naples, the Sky being already darken'd. 

I apply'd my ſelf, next Morning, to a Perſon 
the Duke had directed me to, in order to my wait- 
ing on the Lady, for whom Thad this Letter; but 
I was inform'd ſhe was in the Country : And hav- 
ing ask'd whether that Country was ſo far off that 
I could not go to ſee her? It was anſwer d me, 
That J had beſt be cautious, ſince her Intimacy 
with the Duke de Guiſe had render d her ſuſpici- 
ous, eſpecially to the Spaniards, who miſtruſted 
the Correſpondency they held together was more 
for Affairs of State than Gallantry. MO 

I remain'd then a whole Week at Ngples, which 
grew very tireſome to me; for I ſcarce durſt ap- 
pear, becauſe the Spaniards were very ſtrict in 
ſeizing any of the French Nation, whoſe Misfor- 
tune it was to fall into their Hands. That Time 
being expir'd, I underſtood the Lady was return d, 
and was, by the Duke's Correſpondent, introduc'd 
into her Preſence. I preſently knew her to be the 
ſame I had ſeen at Pozzolo Cafello, and the alſo 
knew me again: So I deliver'd my Meſſage, bur 
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ſpoke not a Word of her ſtabbing her ſelf or go- 
ing intq Spain, ſince, by what I had ſeen, I judg'd 
{he was pretty wel recover'd of thoſe Melancho- 
ly Fits. But I found ſhe had need of more than 
one Comforter ; for before we parted ſhetold me 
very intelligibly, I had ſo much of the Duke de 
* Guiſe's Air, that ſhe felt the ſame Inclination for 
me as ſhe formerly had for nim. 

It will, no doubt, appear a Wonder that I 
ſhould truſt to theſe Advances, which I muſt 
needs imagine were not ſincere, or that I would 
betray the Confidence the Duke had repoſs'd in 
me; but our Reaſon is eaſily ſtifPd'by the Vanity 
of being belov'd by a fine Woman. Not the 
Thoughts of the Treaſon I was going to commit 
againſt my Friend, nor of that ſhe had already 
been guilty of to him, by favouring the Gentle- 
man I had ſurpriz'd her with, could deter me 
from coach in Love with her. I pro- 
teſted my Affection ſor her was greater than the 
Kindneſs ſhe had expreſs'd for me; and made her 
lenſible J was concern'd at her being engag'd with 
more than dhe Duke and my ſelf. She anſwer'd, 
The Man Phad ſeen at Pozzolo Caſtello, was the 
Object of her Hatred, and that I ſhould not have 
any occaſion to be jealous on his ſcore. I believ'd 
her, or at laſt I pretended. fo, and made it my 
Buſineſs to free my ſelf from any thing that might 
have hindr'd my reliſhing the Pleaſure of a new 
Amour. os Bet x 5 . 
I wrote to the Duke, That his Miſtreſs was 
inconſtant; and tho? ſhe had blinded me to that 
1 ET.” a „„ * Degree, 
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Degree, | yet I could ſet her forth to him in her 


true Colours. It had been happy for me if I had 
made uſe of the Advice I gave him, Not to think 
of her any more: But I could not fancy her under 
the Shape I had repreſented her in, which, I knew 
was ſo like her, it being the Common Fate of 
Lovers to over-look thoſe Faults in their Miſtreſ- 
ſes, which themſelves can make others take notice 
of. 1 55 | | 
My preſent Rival ſoon perceiv'd our new Com- 
merce, and was very much diſpleas'd, fo wasT, 


to find, that inſtead of Breaking with him ſhe 


entertain'd us both. n 

This Jilt had acquainted him, That I was no 
Spaniard, but a French Man, whom the Duke de 
Gaiſe had ſent to her: Which Secret was no ſoon- 
er reveal'd to him, but he thought of a quick Re- 
medy for his Jealouſie; for he diſcover'd me to 
the Magiſtrates, and I was immediately clapt in- 
to a Jail. My only Recourſe was, to write to the 
Lady, deſiring her to uſe her Intereſt in procu- 


ring miy Liberty; but I underſtood, that far 


from that, ſhe boaſted her ſelf to be the Author 
of my Confinement, giving as a Reaſon, That I 
was come from the Duke to make her a Propoſal 
of going into France. Prom this ſhe expected a 
double Advantage; firſt, to perſuade her other 
Lover, That ſhe had not been intimate with me ; 
and beſides, to regain the Favour of the Spaniſb 
Party, who (as Ihave ſaid) were no good Friends 


of hers. 


When 


When I underſtood the Trick ſhe play'd me, 
Tawak'd as out of a Lethargy, and acknowledge d 
that J had but my Deſert. Good Gods! What 
Imprecations I made againſt Women ! What De- 
fires I had to be reveng'd! But I was oblig'd to 
_ quell my Fury, and apply my Thoughts only to 
endeavour the regaining of my Freedom. I durſt 
not venture to own my ſelf, for fear of a cloſer 
Impriſonment, but pretended I was a Servant of 
the Duke de Guiſe, whom he had ſent with ſome 
Letters to his Miſtreſs. I was believ'd, and about 
a Week after releas'd, with ſome poor French 
Men, who had been my Companions in this Ha- 

| bitation, and were not thought (ſtrong enough 
for the Gallies ; where I ſhould have been ſent, 
had I not fallen fick in the Priſon. 

As ſoon as I was at Liberty, I went to the La- 
dy, to whom I was fo much oblig'd, expecting 


ſhe would, at leaſt, procure me the means to re- 


turn Home, for I had but an old ragged Coat on, 
and not a Farthing of Money, all being riff'd 
from me when I was ſeiz d on. She could not 
forbear laughing to ſee me in that Pickle; and 
when I would have tax'd her with her Perfidi- 
ouſneſs, ſhe interrupted me, ſaying; Mhat would 
you have, poor Fellow? All I can do is to beſtow ſome 
Alms on you, to help you in your Journey. Here, 
continu'd ſhe, addreſſing her ſelf to one of her 
Women, Give him three Piſtols aud ſend him 4. 

Way. 0 5 De + 
O Heavens! How is it poſſible for 4 Man to bear up 
under ſuch Afflictions? However, I took Patience, 
| | in 
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in good Hopes one Day- or other to revenge my 
ſelf; and refuſing her Money, went to the Duke 
de Guiſe's Correſpondent, expecting he would 
procure me enough to bear my Charges to France; 
but he deny'd himſelf to me, and my Servant 
that came thither with me, who was a Polander, 
being run away (as ſoon as he ſaw me arreſted) 
with all the Officers of Juſtice had not robb'd me 
of, I was left to the wide World, without 
Friends, without Money, and in a ſtrange Coun- 
. T7 
j judg'd it my beſt way, (if poſſible) to get to 
Rome, hoping to find there ſome Poliſh or French 
Acquaintance, who would treat me better than 
they had done at Naples, I made a fhift to reach 
Terracina, Where I fortunately met with the 
Dutcheſs of - - — bound for Rome, whom 
inform'd of my Circumſtances, telling her, I had 
fallen among the Bandities; and ſhe did me the 
Favour to take me with her. I was not long at 
Rome, ere I met with a Friend, who furniſh'd 
me with the Money I wanted; and preſently af- 
ter I rook poſt. The Speed I made was ſuch, 
that I arriv*d in Flanders the 18th of Auguſt, two 


Days before the Battle of Lens. 


I apprehended the beſt Way for me to get into 
Favour again with my Brother, and to regain 
my loſt Credit, was to begin with ſome generous 
Action, which might efface all the ill Reports 
ſpread of me, during my Abſence. That was the 
Motive which iaduc'd me to go directly for _ 

1 | ders, 


: % 


( 108) 


ders, where I heard they were preparing for an 
Engagement. I was unwilling to- appear before 
my Brother, who was there, and had the Reputa. 
tion of being one of the beſt Commanders in the 
Army; and only diſcover'd my ſelf to another 
General Officer, Who was my Relation, with 
whom I remain'd conceal'd till the Day of Battle, 
in which I deſir'd him to put me into a Poſt of 
Honour. e ne | 
My Caution, in m— theſe: Memoirs, of 
keeping my ſelf undiſcover'd, ſhall excuſe me, if 
I do not give the Reader a particular Relation of 
an Action I perform'd, which rais'd my Fame 
even above my Wiſhes. That Engagement has 
been fo often deſcrib'd, that did I here make 
Narrative of the Share J had in it, I ſhould be- 
tray my ſelf to every ones Knowledge; and 1 
think it enough for my Purpoſe, to let the Reader 
underſtand, that the Prince 4 Angaien gave out, 
he ſtood indebted to me for the Victory, having 
lad the good Fortune to hinder a conſiderable Bo- 
| dy from being routed, whoſe Flight would have 
4: occaſion'd that of the whole Army. This Ex- 
ploit procur'd mea Regiment, having obtain'd 
a Colonels Commiſſion, by my General's Recom- 
mendation. I found my Brother as kind as ever; 
and was inform'd by him, That the Count my o- 
ther Brother, was fled to Poland, a Duel having 
put him to the Choice of undergoing either a Vo- 
luntary Baniſhment, or an Involuntary Death; 
and that my Sifter was ſeparated from her Hus- 
band, and liv'd with my Mother. | - 
. 28 E 
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The Reputation I had jgain'd in the Fight at 
Lens, had ſo animated me, that I did a Work of 
Supererogation, in deſiring I might ſtay with the 
Mareſchal de Rantæan, in whoſe Army I ſerv'd, 
in the Siege of Furnes; and, the Campaign end- 
ed, I return'd to Paris, about the latter end of 
October : And there found all things in a great 
Diſorder, occaſion'd by the Hatred which the 
Pariſiaus bore to the Cardinal Mazarzne, | 
The more I reflected on what had happen'd to 
me (eſpecially the two Years laſt paſt) the more 
I fancy'd my Life to be Romantick: And, in 
ſpite of ſo many odd Adventures, I yet truſted 
with ſo much Confidence to my good Stars, that 
I neglected the Purſuit of my further Preferment, 
and arm'd my ſelf againſt the Snares of Beauty. 
But I viſited the Ladies with the leſs Fear, becauſe 
I thought my Heart ſecur'd from their Allure- 
ments, and I was reſolv'd to pretend a Paſſion to 


all, but fix on none. The ridiculous manner 


wherein my Mother expos'd her ſelf might have 
confirm'd me in thoſe Intentions, ſince it was an 
undeniable Proof that neither Age nor Reaſon can 
oblige a Coquet to Modeſty. 


My Mother, who had liv'd without conſfider- 
ing either Children or Eſtate, took care, howe- 
ver, never to want a Lover. She had been court- 
ed a long time by a Widower, mush about her 
Age, who was fo aſſiduous in his Viſits, that 
there was no other Argument againſt the Aſperſi- 
ons which might be thrown upon her for it, * 

. that 


(116) 
that they were as good as marry'd. All the Fa. 
mily was perſuaded that he was her Husband, and 
that Match not being too agreeable to us, we ex. 
preſsꝰ our Diſcontent by a very cold Behaviour to 
her, tho? without coming to an open Breach. 

This Gentleman had a Son newly come from 
the Univerſity, whom my Mother receiv'd into 
her Houſe, ſhe having res” That he was 
to continue there, but till ſuch time as they might 
fend him to the Academy. My eldeſt Brother 
did not ſeem to take notice of it, nor ſo much as 
complain of the extravagant Expences ſhe had put 
her ſelf to on his account; but the Servants ſoon ac: 
quainted us, That her kindneſs for him went far. 
ther yet, and that ſomething had paſs'd between 
them which they knew not how to interpret to 
her Advantage. His Father was inform'd of it 
alſo ; and his Diſpleaſure was ſo great, that fore 
ing his Son from her, he ſent him to S. Las ara: 
But, to compleat his Vexation and ours, my 
Mother ſhew'd him a Contra, and the Certif- 
cate of a Marriage, made above a Month before. 
So, what the Father had courted during Fiftcen 
or Sixteen Years, with the moſt engaging Com- 
placencies and endearing Tokens of Love, his Son, 
tho? yet a School-Boy, obtain'd in leſs than three 
Months time. This Buſineſs, which became at 
once the publick Diſcourſe and Jeſt of the Town, 
gave us no little Mortification. His Father would 
have had us proſecute in order to annul the Mar- 
riage, and produc'd a former Engagement from 
her to himſelf; but we being indifferent as to the 
OE N Perſon, 
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Perſon, ſince ſhe was reſolv*d to have a Husband, 
thought it not worth our while to meddle with 
it, and left him to manage the Affair alone; which 
prov'd his Ruin: For after loſing ſeveral Law- 
Suits, and his Reputation into the Bargain, his 
Trouble was ſo great that he ſickenꝰd upon it, and 
dy'd; having firſt diſinherited his Son, whom 
my Mother took out of the unpleaſant Lodging 
he was in, having prov'd her Marriage good: But 
People never would be ſo complaiſant as to call 
her by her new Husband's Name. 


I thought all theſe Experiments had wholly 
withdrawn me from that per fidious Sex: But even 
thoſe induc'd me to ſeek for new Amours. I had 
an earneſt Deſire to diſcover a Diſcreet Virtuous 
Woman; and it may well be imagin'd that it was 
impoſſible for my Heart to remain free, When I 
thought I had found her. | 

I often viſited my poor Carmelzte ; I cannot 
fay I ſaw her (for ſhe was very exact in obſerv- 
ing the Rules of her Order, one of which is not 
to unveil themſelves) but ſpoke with her, and 
her Friendſhip made her concern'd in all my Ad- 
ventures, eſpecially in my laſt (I mean hat hap- 
pen'd to me in the Battle at Leus;) I was behold- 
ing to her good Counſels, for my avoiding the 
Snares which the Coquets at Court laid ro entrap 
me: Women are not taken with any thing ſo 
much as with the Reputation of a War-like ard 
Gallant Man, and I had the Name of being both. 
But I contented my ſelf with bace Convertation, 

. without 
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without any particular Engagement, laughing at 
thofe Friends who were caught in the Mouſe- trap, 
ſharing in their Pleaſures and Debauches, and 
turning all to my own Diverſion. 
Thus I liv'd, when my dear Carmelite told me, 
That ſince I had wholly forſaken Poland, I muſt 
think of getting a Wife in France; and that ſhe 
would help me to one, whom ſhe nam'd; add- 
ing, The Lady was an intimate Friend of hers, 
and, to her Knowledge, had a good Opinion of 
me. I had ſeen her, and lik'd her well, but the 
flattering Thoughts, that ſhe was charm'd with 
me, gave her Accompliſhments ſuch a- Luſtre, 
that J fell deſperately in Love from that very Mi- 
nute. Taskd my Nun, Whether ſhe could ſwear 
that ſo well-deſerving a Lady were not given to 
| n Oh! reply'd ſhe, She is a Model of 
Modeſty and Virtue ; and the only Fault that can be 
found with her is, That ſhe runs into an Exceſs of 
Preciſeneſs. I deſir'd her to bring us acquainted 
immediately; and accordingly we appointed a 
Day, when we ſhould meet in the Parlor, as by 
chance. I was punctual, fo was ſhe; and after 
a Converſation on indifferent Matters, I waited 
on the Lady home. We were no ſooner arriv'd 
there, but ſhe ſaid, in a very free and open man- 
ner: Sir, Iwill not detain you with Expettation, my 
Deſign being, once more, to marry ; I look for a Man 
that may make me Happy, and the good Character I 
have heard of you gives me Hopes you will procure me 
that Felicity. I anſwer'd her with the moſt con- 
- vincing Expreſſions of Love and Gratitude I could 
| a invent: 
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invent: Then ſhe gave me a Liſt of my Rivals, 
who were all Men of Quality and Merit ; and 
concluded with an Aſſurance, that I ſhould ever 
have the Preference. E 
This engag d me more than I ever had heen in 
my whole Lifetime; inſomuch, that tranſported 
with the Proſpect of poſſeſſing a Lady of ſo high 
a Rank and Fortune, I wholly abandon'd my 
ſelf to the deepeſt Paſſion, and was not one Day 
without viſiting. her. Some Diſputes, which a- 
roſe about her Eſtate, were the uſual Themes of 
her Diſcourſe, and I ſaw ſhe delign'd me the Of- 
fice of Sollicitor, before that of a Husband. 
Tho' I had an Averſion to Buſineſs, yet for her 
ſake, I gladly undertook to manage thoſe Con- 
cerns, and the Earneſtneſs where with I apply'd 
my ſelf to it, ſoon made me a good Lawyer, 
Fer entruſting me in all her Affairs, and our be- 
ing conſtantly together, occaſion'd a Report that 
we were already Marry'd : This T acquainted her 
with, hoping it might oblige her to haſten the - 
Conſummarion of my Happineſs; but ſhe, on 
the contrary, reply'd, That ſince my frequent 
Viſits were ſo much taken notice of, I muſt not 
ſee her ſo often: That her Circumſtances would 
not permit her to Marry fo ſoon, but by waiting 
her Leiſure, - I ſhould give her an undeniable 
| Proof of my Affection. I was mad, at this De- 
lay, yet to ſhew how much I lov'd her, I told 
her; That tho? it was a great pizce of Selt-Deny= 
al, I would ſubmit ro her Directions. She ſeem» 
ed overjoy*d to find me ſo 3 and _—_ 
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ſetl'd our Meetings at thrice a Week, I never 
miſs'd one, and, in the Intervals ply'd her with 
Billets Deux. Her Anſwers were very obliging, 
giving freſh Proofs of her Affection, and renew'd 
Aſſurances ſhe would marry none but me. In 
the mean while the Campaign drew near, and 
conſequently the Time approach'd when I muſt 
leave my Miſtreſs. She vow'd to me, that ſhe 
would eſpouſe me at my Return; and, indeed, 
I had not, during my Abſence, any reaſon to 
doubt of her Sincerity, her Letters, which I ne- 
ver fail'd-of every Poſt, being an evident Argu- 
ment of it. 603. SHOW Gn. 103 To 
We did little Execution that Sammer; the Ene- 
my retook Jpres, and we ballanc'd our Fortune by 
taking Conde. Winter approaching, I return'd to 
Paris, where I found my Miſtreſs in the ſame 
Sentiments I had left her. 
My Duty often call'd me to S. Germains, where 
the Court was then. One Day being oblig'd to 
attend his Majeſty at his Couchee; I waited firſt 
on that Lady. Having paid my Devoirs to her, 
I was going, when calling me back from the Stair- 
Head; Heark ye, ſaid ſhe, What do you with all 
the Letters you receive from me? Would you oblige 
me ſo far, as to return them me? I aſſur'd her, That 
kept them with all imaginable Care, as a Trea- 
ſure I valued more than all the World beſides. 
However, continued ſhe, Let me have them again, 
fer my own Satisfaction; pray ſend them me before i 
% g for S. Germains. I very unwillingly com- 
ply'd; bur, fearing to diſoblige her, I 1 5 
: | | WO 
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Two Days after — arrival at S. Germains, it was 
ſaid in the Queen's Preſence, That a Prince of the 
Blood was going to Marry, and that the Match 
was wholly concluded. My Curioſity led me to 
e the Lady was, and heard, with no 
little Surprize, that it was my intended Spouſe. 
My Aſtoniſhment was yet greater, when they 
would have perſwaded me, That I had been the 
Promoter of it; I confeſs there was ſome ſeem- 
ing ground, the Prince being my intimate Friend, 
and every one imagining the Lady never did any 
thing without conſulting me. 8 

I could not be perſuaded at firſt of the reality 
of the Report; but calling to mind the Aſſiduity 
wherewith the Prince had lately viſited her, and 
how earneltly ſhe had demanded a Return of her 
Letters, I began to believe it too true. 

That Prince was then at S. Germains, and I 
thought the only way to know the Truth was to 
wait on him, without taking any Notice of what 
T had heard. I did fo, and he no ſooner ſaw me, 
but he came and embrac'd me, ſaying ; 7 here is 
the dear Friend ts whom I owe my Happineſs, ſince 
my Miſtreſs yielas only upon his Recommendations. 
My Blood boyl'd at theſe Words, and I whiſper'd 
him ſoftly, That his Marriage was not ſo ſure but 
he might meet with Oppoſition. T told him, a Per- 
ſon waited for him in a Garden without the Palace, 
who had ſomething of Moment to impart ; whi- 
ther T intreated him to walk immediately. He 
wonder'd at the manner of my Delivery, for the 
Fury I was in had ſtrangely alter'd my Counte- 
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Then I propos'd to adjourn the Controverſie till 


(116) 
nance: However, he had the Complaiſance to go 
with me, ſtill asking me, What was the Matter, 
and what had happen de.. 

I reply'd not a Word till we were at the Place; 
then I ask*'d him very ſeriouſly, if he was really 
to Marry the Lady he ſpoke of. Why do you as 
ſuch a Queſtion, ſaid he, ſince.you know it as well as 
my ſelf. I aſſur'd him he was mightily miſtaken, 
for ſhe was engag*d to me. The Prince look'd 
on me with a Smile, and ſeeing Iſtill maintain'd 
my Gravity; Are you mad, my poor Count ?. {aid he, 


E- rer 


Hop long have you loſt your Wits? Did not you make 
the Match? I am ſure the Lady told me ſo; Iam 


your real Friend, and the Devil take me if I ever 
thought of her while I imag ind you pretended to her. 
Bat, prithee, What Tyes are between jou? I anſwer 
ed, They are ſuch, that it is but three Days ſince ſbe 
ſwore ſolemnly, She would Marry none but me; and! 
have brought jou hither to diſpute my Right... Not ſo, 
continu'd he, Plegield her, if what you ſay be true. 


ſhe could decide it. WO; en 
- Thad not Patience till my Time of Waiting 
was over, but pretending ſome Buſineſs, ask d 


Leaveto return to Paris, which was granted me, 


At my Arrival I preſently ran to the Carmelite. 


to acquaint my Nun with what had happen'd at 


S. Germains; but ſhe had Notice of it already, 


the Lady having wrote to her the Day before, 


telling her, That my frequent Viſits had rais'da 
Scandal, reflecting upon her Honour, . which ſhe 
would not confirm by Marrying me, therefore 


{he 
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ſhe had entertain'd the Prince's Propoſals. Her 
Letter was much to this Purpoſe, but her Argu- 
ments were not ſatisfactory, ſince it but too plain- 
ly appear d, That Inconſtancy and Intereſt were 
the only Motives of her Change. 1 
My Garmelite ad vis'd me finding her of ſo fic- 
kle a Temper, not to purſue my Claim, aſſuring 
me, ſuch Qualifications would be worſe in a ie 
than a Miſtreſs ; but I would not hearken to her 
| Reaſons, and was reſolv'd not to be baff d. 
From the Nunnery I went to the Lady's, and 
taking no Notice of what had paſs'd, I ask'd her, 
When ſhe would compleat our Marriage? She 
ask d me, If I had heard any thing at S. Ger- 
mains? And having anſwer'd No: Ihen, conti- 
nu'd ſhe, your Friend at the Carmelites will acquaint 
you with what J dare not tell you my ſelf. Seeing, 
then, that there was no more Diſſembling, I con- 
fels'd ro her, That I had underſtood ſhe was to 
be marry'd to the Prince &4-————WYel, ſaid 
ſhe, and why do you deny it? I hate a Liar, and for 
that very Reaſon would diſcard jou. I was inrag'd 
at this Reply, eſpecially to ſee her do it with ſuch 
Aſſurance and Indifferency. Proteus never put 
on his various Shapes more ſuddenly than I did 
mine, for I Swore, Threat'ned, Cry'd and Pray'd 
all in a Breath, and all to no Purpoſe: So I left 
her, proteſting I would uſe my utmoſt Induſtry, 
to confirm the ill Reports which had been ſpread 
of her on my Account. 3 
It was, indeed, my firſt Reſolution, by that 
means to ruin her in the Prince's Eſteem; but 
e "BY ſince, 
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ſince, after all, it would have been a baſe Slander, 
for our Converſation had been very Innocent, I 
only gave him a Relation of all the Promiſes ſhe 
had made: Whether the Prince diſlik'd her for 

her Inconſtancy, or ſuſpected her Vertue, he af- 
ſur'd me, That he would never think of her a- 
ny more ; and in performance of his Word, did 
. preſently diſingage himſelf. Pld; 

The Lady finding I forbore my Viſits alſo, three 
Days after ſent for me, and having upbraided me 
with what ſhe ſuppos'd I had given out againſt her 
Honour, to occaſion the breaking off of the Prin. 
ces Match: She, in the concluſion, told me, She 
was now reduc'd to a Neceſſity of Marrying of 
me, which ſhe would perform as ſoon as I. 
pleas'd. e ROO0P 7 
I never had ſo little Inclination to it as when I 
ſaw the Thing ſo near being finiſh'd, for her Co- 
gquetry had ſomething abated my Eſteem; ho we- 
ver, the real Opinion I had of her Chaſtity made 
me conſent ; for at leaſt, I concluded, 1 ſhould be 
ſure of a good Fortune and a virtuous Wite. 

Yet I was not ſo well reſolv'd but my Heart 
fail'd me, and that made me yield to a Delay for 
a Fortnight or Three Weeks, upon the Lady's 
Requeſt ; ſhe having preteaded ſome Indiſpoſi- 
tion. > Tho? I ſaw no Symptoms of any, I told 
her ſhe might take her own Time, and look'd up- 
on my Wedding as a Thing fo certain, that 1 
really made Preparation for it. 

Going to {ce her one Night, I was told ſhe was 
in Bed; on which I offer'd to retire, when her 
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Woman profferd to conceal him in a Cloſet, next 
to her Lady's Chamber, where I ſhould diſcover 
ſtrange Things, yet neceſſary for me to know. I 

enquir'd, what it was? She anſwer'd me, Her 

Lady was with Child, and actually then in La- 
bour. I wasaftoniſh'd, and ſhe ſeem'd in as great 
a Diſorder, but added, If I would go with her, 

ſhe would convince me of the Truch. 

This was of too great a Concern to be neglect- 
ed: I went with her, and in a ſhort Time I heard 
the Lady's Groans. All the Servants were feat 
out of the Way, only the Midwife and thir Wo- 
man remain'd at Home. Heavens! How great 
was my n) wag Beyond what can be deſcrib'd. 
I ſlipt into her Bed-Chamber privately, hiding 
my ſelf behind the Hangings, where I beheld all 
that paſs'd. My Rage was like to have made 
me commit ſome Extravagance, . when my Intel- 
ligencer approach'd, ſaying, Her Lady had per- 
ceiv'd me, and deſir'd to ſpeak with me. This 
Meſſage did (if poſſible) increaſe my Amaze- 
ment. Is ſhe, faid I, in a Condition to ſee me, and 
does (he deſire ] ſhould treat her according to her De- 
ſerts? However, a Curioſity of knowing what 
ſhe could ſay for her ſelf, made me draw near to 
her Bed: When ſhe told me, in a languiſhing 
Tone; Sir, It was by my Order bu came hither, to 
let you ſee, that had not your Obſtinacy hinder'd my 

Marriage with the Prince, you had not receit'd this 
Trouble. Now you find how deſpicable a Creature 

you have made your Applications to, and how little 
worthy of your Kindneſs. 1 remain'd dumb for a long 

| I 4 time, 
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time, after which, At eſt, Madam, ſaid I, let 
me know the happy Father. That, ſhe reply'd, wil 
be no great Advantage to jou: It is ſufficient, you 
ſee, I am unwilling to deceive you ; Thad not been [0 
ſcrupulous, had you been of another Character, but 
your Behaviour has been ſo honourable and reſpetiful, 
that T could never have the Heart to abuſe jou: Fare- 
wel, and conſider now whether J am & fit Bride for 
. TFC 
e he manner wherein ſhe ſpoke mov*d my 
Compaſſion, which made me loth to leave her. 
However, I return'd Home, and threw my {elf 
upon the Bed, ſcarcely believing the Adventure 
real, but that it was a Dream; for I had ſtrictly 
obſery*d that Lady's Carriage, and never had a- 
ny ground for the leaſt Suſpicion. I was diſtract- 
ed with a thouſand Thoughts, but with none ſo 
much as the Deſire of knowing by whom {he had 
that Child. [To fatisfie my Curioſity, I waited 
on her, as ſoon as I thought ſhe might admit of 
my Viſits, not doubting in the leaſt, after what 
I was already acquainted with, ſhe dar'd conceal 
any thing from me. Ws. . 
She ſpoke firſt, telling me, I had a greater 
Share in her Misfortune than I imagin'd, and that 
the only Occaſion of it, was her too great Love 
for me. This 9 5 to me very odd, and I 
fancy'd the whole Story would be a Riddle. I 
deſir d her to proceed; then ſhe inform'd me, She 
had lov'd me with the deepeſt Paſſion; and, to 
her Sorrow, my Reſpects had kept me at too 
great a Diſtance, ſince ſhe earneltly . wiſh'd I 
_  :. .- would. 
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would have forc'd that Favour from her, which 
ſhe was but too inclinable to grant. That, one 
Day, being in this amorous Diſpoſition, my Page 
brought her a Letter. yy | 
| There ſhe ſtopp'd, and left it to me to gueſs the 
reſt. Truly the Task was not very difficult, and 
I now began to find ſome Probability in the 
thing, eſpecially when I call'd to mind, That ! 
had obſerv'd my Page ſhew'd her an extraordina- 
ry Reſpect, which I had imputed to his Deſire of 
pleaſing me. Iqueſtion'd not but he had enjoy'd 
her often, for when once a Woman yields, ſhe 
ſcruples not a Repetition. 
No I began to have a very mean Opinion of 
her ; and taking no notice of her pretended Kind- 
nels for me, I rold her, She had extreamly un- 
dervalu'd her ſelf; and the: beſt Advice I could 
give her, was, To Marry the Page. Which 
ſaid, I left her. i 
Two or three Hours after, I receiv'd a Letter; 
wherein ſhe made great Complaints, That 1 
{ſhould uſe her ſo ill, who was my ſelf the chief 
Cauſe of her Affliction: And, in the Concluſion, 
earneſtly begg*d me never to diſcover her Folly. 
Ireturn'd no Anſwer, but have faithfully kept 
the Secret. I diſcharg'd my Page, who was big 
enough to ſerve his Prince and Country, and re- 
ſolv'd never to think of my Miſtreſs more. Her 
Looſneſs was not ſo much the Cauſe of my Aver- 
ſion, as her want of Conduct; for 1 could never 
pardon her Simplicity, in diſcovering to me a 
Secret, from whom, of all Men living, ſhe ought 
; | | 5 8 ro 
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to have conceal'd it. She, on the contrary, 
thought ſhe had done an Heroick Action, and 
had oblig'd me highly. I leave it to the Reader 
to determine which of us was in the Right; but, 
for my part, I ſhall never adviſe a Lady to 
own her Amours either to her Husband or 
RET (0 0 ban i kg 

When it was known that I forbore viſiting 
her, the World imagin'd it to be a Conſequence 
of the Diſſatisfaction I had at her propoſing to 
Marry the Prince, and ſuffer'd that Opinion to 
prevail. I know not whether ſhe continu'd her 
Intriegue with the Page, but, about a Twelve. 
month after, a great Favourite made a Match be- 
tween her and one of his Relations; who was el. 
deſt Son to a Noble and Ancient Family, from 
whom ſhe has ſince been ſeparated, and is grown 
the moſt lewd and infamous Woman at Court. 

It was certainly my evil Planer rhat govern'd 
in this laſt Amour, for inſtead of the Fortune! 
expected, it put me to great Expence and Trou- 
ble, which made me once more damn the Female 
_ (> i 


I reſolv'd to court them no more, but in Raile- 
ry, and the firſt Attempt I made of that kind, 
was with one, who had been Miſtreſs to a great 
Lord at Court, wherein her Reputation had ſut- 
fer'd, and whoſe Viſits ſhe was oblig'd to ſhun, 
to avoid a farther Cenſure. She endeavour'd to 
perſuade me, That ſhe had wholly left him for 
my take, which, I only pretended at firſt - be- 

1 jeve. 


Cr 


I 
lieve. But who can reſiſt the Artifices of a de- 
ceitful Woman? She ſeem'd ſo indifferent not 


only as to that Lord, but to all the World beſides 


my ſelf, that I thought ſhe had a ſincere Affecti- 


on for me. The Lady being extreamly Beauti- 


ful, and very Ingenious, I was pleas'd at having 


fix d on a Perſon of that Character, and found, 
that in ſpite of all my Reſolutions, I was running 


into a Relapſe. My firſt Endeavour was to in- 


ſpire her with a more nice and retin'd Paſſion 


| than ſhe had till then been ſenſible of; and ſhe 


appear d fo tractable, that I thought my Preach- 
ing had wrought an unfeign'd Converſion in 
her. | | | | 2 | 
A neighbouring exiPd Prince was then at the 
French Court,and being a greatAdmirer of the fair 
Sex, it was thought he wanted not for Miſtreſſes. 
I had a great Intereſt in him, having often been a 
Sharer in his Pleaſures. One of my Friends, who 
alſo ſometimes accompany'd him, told me; Thatan 
unknown Woman had addreſs'd her ſelf to him, 
about a very pleaſant Buſineſs; which was, That 
a great Lady at Court was willing to preſent any 
Perſon with Four hundred Piſtols, that would 
procure her a private Meeting with that Prince. 
I reply'd, Four huadred Piſtols were worth the 
looking after, and bid him aſſure the Woman, 
That I would ſpeak to the King ; which I did 
the next Day, and he readily embrac'd the Pro- 
poſal. My Friend follow'd my Directions, and 
it was agreed the interview ſhould be in a Houſe 
near Paris, where that Prince ſhould go Izcog 2 0 
8146 She 


— 
She thereupon paid him down one half of the 
Money, promiſing he ſhould have the reſt, when 
the Buſineſs was over. The King accordingly 
came to the Rendezvous, attended by none but a 

Lord of his own Nation, my Friend, and my 
ſelf. As ſoon as we were arriv'd, the Woman, 
who was entruſted with this Negotiation, entreat- 
ed his Majeſty to take no Body with him, becauſe 

E | the Lady deſir'd to conceal her ſelf : He only per- 
/ Mitted the Lord to follow him, and bid my Friend 
and I wait for him at ſome Diſtance. A little 
while after the King came to us, and told us, 
That the Lady knowing we were there, would 
not be perſuaded to ſtay, but was already gone, 
giving as a Reaſon, that ſhe knew me to be the 
molt talkative Man in the World, and that! 
could not keep a Secret. I wonder'd any Lady in 
France ſhould have ſuch a Thought of me, ſince 
my Character was quite otherwiſe ; and therefore 
ask'd his Majeſty, what manner of Perſon ſhe 
was? To which he anſwer'd, He would ſhew 
her me, for he knew ſhe went often to Court, 

4 and tha: this was not the firſt time he had ſeen her 

| Face; - PETE 0 } 20s BOT 

Three or four Days after, being at the Fair of 
S. Germains, with my Miſtreſs, who I believ'd, 

lov'd me with all imaginable Fidelify ; I met that 
King, who, ſmiling, whiſper d in my Ear, That 
the Lady I led was the aforeſaid Party. Obſerv- 
ing that ſhe had taken notice of our whiſpering, 

T acquainted her with what that Prince had ſaid, 

at which ſhe ſeem'd not much ſurpriz d, but ask d 

| f me: 
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: Why? Did you not know it ? I could not think 
F 4 more fit Revenge, for your Baſeneſs in ſelling 
your Miſtreſs; I am very well ſatisfied, and ſo 2 
ought to be, ſince the Money has been paid you punctu- 
- Oh! Perfidions, Ire ly 'd, Who could have 
ſuſpected you ca 5 of ſuch an Action? Take my 
Advice, ſaid ſhe, and be ſilent, we are even as to 
that Point; and if it was pl in me to proſtitute my 
ſelf to a Prince 1 lowa, it is a greater Reproach to you, 
that you (hould have deliver d up your Miſtreſs for 

| Four Hundred Piſtols. _ 

I wonder'd at her Temper and Preſence of 
Mind, while Paſſion almoſt provok'd me to af- 
front her i in the open Street. But Women endure 
a Conviction of Falſhood with more Courage and 
leſs Shame than Men can do. 


I broke off wholly with her, and acquainted 


the King with her Treachery. He ſeem'd to be 
concern d that I ſhould loſe my Miſtreſs on his 
account; but, however he proceeded in his A- 
mour: 1 look'd on it with a great Unconcerned- 
neſs, and this Indifterency perſuaded me that I 
did not love her. While I us'd to viſit her, I of- 
ten ſaw one of her Friends with her, who had a 
Daughter about Sixteen or Seventeen Years old, 
whom ſhe till boarded in a Nunnery, *þ ut ſent 
for home ſome times. This Maid was really 
Handſome, and had a great Stock of Wir. [ 
often conversd with her, but ſhe was ſo young 
that I never ventur'd to tell her ſerioufly of my 
inclination for her: Neither did I gueſs ac hers for 

me, 


(126) Rn 
me, till ſhediſcover'd it in a Letter, wherein ſhe 
expreſs d her concern moſt tenderly for a ſlight In- 


diſpoſition I had. Hoping, that after all the 


Tricks Women had play*d me, I might now ſafe- 


ly rely on a young Creature, who ſeem'd to fol- 


ow the Dictates of her Heart. I return'd a Paſ- 
fionate and grateful Anſwer ; and Two or Three 
Days after receiv'd a Reply; by which J was de- 


ſir'd to ſtay at Home till Ten the next Morning. 


I could not imagine to what end ſhe made me 
that Requeſt, and did not in the leaſt ſuſpect ſhe 
would have come to fee me. Yet ſhe did, tel- 


ling me, She had given the ſlip to one of her Re- 


lations, who had fetch'd her from the Convent. 
It may well be imagin'd I was charm'd with 


this Action, and that my Flame was not a little 


augmented by it ; ſhe tarry'd not long, that her 
Couzin, who was in a Church hard by, might 


not miſs her. The next Morning I receiv'd a ve. 
ry endearing Letter from her, and for a Month 


afterwards I never fail'd of one every Day, in the 
ſame ſtrain, and I anſwer'd them with all the 


Love I could-expreſs. Tho? I had great Reaſon 


to be fond of her, and believe ſhe was ſo of me, 
yet I durſt not viſit her in her Nunnery, for ſhe 


had 4 yn'd the contrary, telling me, It would 
bring her into a great deal of Trouble; and that 


2 


ſhe was deſirous our Correſpondence ſhould be a 
ſecret ; ſo that ſending and receiving Letters was 


all the Courtſhip I could make. N 
This had laſted a Month when ſhe wrote to me, 


ſuaded 


That ſhe was oblig'd to give it over, being per- 


ſuaded that it was a great Sin. Her Letter almoſt 
diſtracted me, and fearing it was not ſufficient for 
me to write, I own'd my Love to an Acquain- 
tance of hers and mine, whom I conjur'd to affift 


The Lady having been with her, told me the 
Scruple ſhe ſeem'd to have, was but a Pretence, 
and that the true Reaſon (as much as ſhe could 
apprehend by her Diſcourſe) was, That ſhe had 
a new Gallant. I eaſily believ'd it; however, I 
entreated her to return once more, and endeavour 
to reclaim her; but the young Minx would nor 
own any thing of it, only ſhe wrote to me, That 
there had been a great Struggle between her De- 
votion and her Love, but that the former had pre- 
rail'd: And, beſides, ſhe could no longer doar 
on a Man whom ſhe could not ſee, and who, be- 
fides, had a Thouſand more Miſtreſſes. The 
Style of this Letter was a greater Proof that ſhe 
had forſaken me, than her telling me ſo; for let 
all poſſible Care be taken to make a Billet Deux 
ſoft and amorous, it is no longer ſo than while the 
Heart directs, not the Hand. This confirm'd my 
Thoughts of her Falſhood : But how it humbled 
me, when I underſtood it was her Father's Valet 

de Chambre whom ſhe had prefer*d before me! 
However, I was fo great a Hotard, that I en- 
deavour'd to find Excuſes for her Frailty ; and 
imagining the free Acceſs he had to her, as Parent's 
Meſſenger, was the occaſion of her Change, I 
reſoly'd to procure my ſelf the Advantage of ſee- 
ing her as often. I confeſs it was not over ho- 
| nourable 
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nourable to perſiſt in loving one, whoſe ſordid 


Soul could ſtoop to ſuch a Man's Addreſſes ; but! 


had no occaſion to be very jealous, ſince his Viſits 
could reach no farther. than the Grate ; nor did 
I think it fo great a Wonder for a Maid of her 
Age to be wavering in her Lover's Abſence, but 
rather blam d my own Negligence, ſince I might 
have found out a Thouſand Ways of being ad. 


* 


mitted to he.. 


* 


lmmediately I thought of one, and having dif. 


guis'd my ſelf like a Footman, enquir'd for her, as 


if ſent from her Mother. She preſently knew me, 


and expreſsd ſo much Joy for having given her 
that Proof ef my Affection, that I expected the 
Tranſport ſhe was in, would have depriv'd her 
of her Senſes. How often did ſhe repeat, Alu 


Ts it poſſible you ſhould love me ſtill? I could never. 


' bave thought it. How happy am 1! Well, I ſhall die 
with Pleaſure, „ 
Theſe Raptures, which ſeem'd very Natural, 
did ſo bewitch me, that I was no longer angry 
at her Falſhood, only tenderly mention'd it, and 
 ſheacknowledg'd her Civility had encourag d that 
Man's Boldneſs, but vow'd ſhe would never have 
_ endur'd his Inſolence, had ſhe not been provok'd 
to it by the Indifferency ſhe fancy'd I had for her; 
and that, as a Confirmation of her Averſion to 
him, ſhe would cauſe him to be kilPd, or ſtab 
him her ſelf, if I deſir d it, I told her, I expect 
ed d not ſo barbarous an Aſſurance; and that I ſhould 
be ſatisfy d with her avoiding his Converſation; 
on which ſhe made me a Thouſand Proteſtations 


ol her future Fidelity. OY Z 7. "BW 
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d This gave me an unexpreſlible Pleaſure, and I 
| MW was extaſied at the Thoughts of being the only 
ts Poſſeſſor of her Heart. 
4 WW Before I left her, I gave her a Lecture about 
r conſtant Love: But having ſpoke never a Word 
of Matrimony, ſhe ask'd me, If I did not think 
her a Match good enough? I reply” „I did not 
believe her Friends would Marry her ſo young; 
and, beſides, I fear'd her Fortune being much a- 
bove mine, I ſhould certainly be deny'd, if I pre- 
tended to ask their Conſent. Well! And mhat 
ned have we of Friends? ſaid ſhe, Ile get out of the 
Convent, and meet you when and where you. pleaſe : 
Then they muſt comply. I repreſented to her, it 
was ſafer to wait a little, and in the mean while I 
would procure ſome Perſon to inſinuate the Mat- 
ter to her Mother, at a diſtance, | in order to try 
her Pulſe. She ſeem'd better ſatisfy'd at theſe 
Words, but would not let me go till I had ſolemn- 
ly promis'd to make her my Wife. eat bor, 
She was, indeed, ſo great a Fortune, that there 
was a Match concluding between her and one of 
the firſt Quality, and all the neceſſary Preparati- 
ons being ready, ſhe was taken out of the Nun- 
nery, and it was generally reported, ſhe was go- 
ing to Marry the Duke de But ſhe 
plainly told her Mother, that {he would never 
have him, becauſe ſhe was engag'd to me. 
This ſurpriz'd her, for our Intrigue had been 
kept wery ſecret: But the Match in Hand being 
already agreed on, by the Relations on both Sides, 


her Mother commanded her never to think more 
. 


mainder of her Life in à Cloiſter. This Threat 
was a great Shock to her Reſolution; but wha 


| whom ſhe fell deſperately 
firſt View, and Marr 


Love being, in my Opinion, the freeſt thing in 
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of me, which if ſhe did, ſhe ſhould: lead the re. 


more induc her to compl with Het Parents De. 
ſires, was the Sight of ber intended Husband: 
in Love withal at the 
y him the next Day. 

Sde had before informꝰ' q me by a Letter of whit 
her Mother Had faid, and that the only means] 
had left -was to fteal ber, as ſhe was going 1 
Church, aſſigning me the Time and Place. 1; 
was not without ſome Reluctancy that T under. MW a 


took it ; but the Proſpect of a good Fortune, and 


an affectionate Wife, made me wave all my Ser. Nd 
ples; and having taken'all necefſary” Meafures, Nb 
came to the Church. oor in a Coach. Juſt a! p 
arriv'd, the Ceremony was beginning, fo that! Ma 

n 


took her Project of running away with me for; 


meer Banter, ſince I thou ht it impoſſible her I 


Mind ſhould alter ſo ſuddenly. This I fo highly M1 


reſented, that I was not ſorry for loſing her, and Mi! 
remain'd preſent during all the Service; which Nb 
was taken as a great Affront by her Friends, WO 
have ever ſince appear'd my Enemies on all Occaſ- 
ons; for I could never come to a right Under. 
ſtanding with them, nor with my Unfaithful Mi- 
ſtreſs, Who ſeem'd not to have ſeen me; and in- 
deed, I believe, did not, her whole Mind being 
poſſeſs d with her Bridegroom. | 

Some will wonder, perhaps, that I ſhould not 
feek to Revenge my ſelf for her Treachery ; but 
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re. the World, I never thought a Gentleman ought 
eat to reſent thoſe Injuries. I muſt confeſs, I have 
t not always been ſo moderate on that Account, as 
will be ſeen by the Sequel of my Life. 


de Being thus jilted by this laſt Miſtreſs, I beliey'd 
it now in impoſſible for me to experience the 


$I W made me very moroſe to a Sex I began both to 
to MW hate and deſpiſe. But what ſurprizd me, was, 
It che more I affronted them, the more complaiſant 
. and obliging they were to me. TI 
I did by this Carriage gain the Eſteem of a La- 
u. dy, my Acquaintance with whom was occaſion'd 
I Wby a very odd Accident. This Lady had ſo hen- 
1 WM peck'd her Husband, that ſhe had reduc'd him to 


a meer Changling, through her imperious Treat- 
ment. Being very handſome, and abſolute Mi- 
ſtreſs of her Conduct, moſt young Courtiers had 


ing her Lovers every Quarter. I could not for- 
bear letting fly a ſcurrilous Jeſt or two againſt her; 


0 which ſhe hearing of, made great Complaints, 
- Minſomuch that one Day, being by chance in her 
Company, ſhe abus'd me in a moſt affronting 
„manner, which I return'd with Intereſt. This 
„made a great Noiſe, and every one blam'd my 
g Rudeneſs, which indeed I could not excuſe. I 


was advis d to give her ſome Satisfaction, but my 
Reſemment was too great, and, on the contrary, 

t Tusd all the means I could to expreſs my Con- 
1 WM icmpt of her. N 22 
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Sweets of a real and ſincere Amour, and that 


Intrigues with her, and ſhe was famous for chang- 
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The Iſſue was far from what I ſhould have ex 
pected; for inſtead of her Hatred I gain'd her 
Friendſhip. A Lady, who knew us both, deſir'd 
me to meet her at her Houſe, aſſuring me I ſhould 
not repent it. I could but expect a ſecond Scene 
of Billingſgate, which made me unwillinly con. 


_— 


She came there, and began to weep, ſaying 
She was an unhappy Woman to be thus hated by 
the only Man ſhe lov'd. This ſomewhat moll. 
fydme; and before we parted, we were made 
ſuch good Friends, that I became an aſſiduous Vi. 
ſitant. She diſcarded all her Lovers; but ſeeing 
ſhe paid a blind Obedience to all I requir'd of her, 
I began to treat her with more Complacency, 
This was an occaſion of her admitting more Ad. 
mirers, and my Paſſion began at laſt to cool, e. 
pecially when I underſtood ſhe repreſented meas 
too good Natur'd, and one whoſe eaſie Temper 
made me unhappy with my Miſtreſſes. 


While J had this Intrigue, the Queen Mother 
impriſon'd the Prince of Conde; and the Intereſt 
my Brother and I had in him, having rais de 
Suſpicion of us, he advis'd me to retire to Poland, 
where my Children and Eſtate might need my 
Preſence. I took his Counſel, leaving him at 
Paris, much puzzl'd how to diſcharge, at once, 
his Duty to the Queen, and his Obligation to 
the Prince; and began my Journey, imagin- 


jog I had too much Experience ever to be over: 


reach d by a Woman, but 1 was till the ſame 


Man, 
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Man, and more expos d than ever to their Trea- 


et N chery, as we ſhall fee in the following Part of 
theſe Memoirs. | 
Ne 
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Paſsd through Germany, and arriv'd at Hei- 
delberg, about the latter End of April. It 
was two or three Years after Prince Charles 
Lewis of Bavaria's having been reſtor'd to his 
Electorate. His Amours are ſo well known, 
that the Reader may eaſily judge, Gallantry was 
no Stranger to his Court; fand that I could ſcarce 
avoid there the Dangers from which I deſign'd 
to keep my ſelf free. But indeed thoſe I met 
with, were ſuch as I could never have foreſeen, 
and which I therefore eſcap'd with the more Dif- 
fiulty. os | EE 


Among her Electoral Highneſs's Retinue, was 
a very handſome French Woman, who nei- 
ther knew what Part of France ſhe was born in, 
nor who were her Parents. All the Account ſhe 
could give of her ſelf was, That one of her Coun- 
try-women had brought her into Germany when 
ſhe was yet but Ten Years old ; who for a long 
| time was taken for her Mother, but on her Dearh- 

28 „ Bed 


is ( 134 
Bed declard, that ſhe had only been entruſte 
with her, and did not ſo much as know who ſhe 
belong'd to. For this Reaſon they call'd her the 
Lady Errant; a Name which ſhe had indeed; 
good Title to, as we {hall ſee anon. 

The great Character I had of her Wit and 
Beauty, made me deſire to know her; whom, 
accordingly, I fought an Opportunity to ſee, and 
we preſently grew acquainted. I perceiv'd ſhe 
ſtood much upon her Quality; for having the Li. 
berty to chuſe what Friends ſhe would, ſhe had 
pitch'd on very conſiderable ones, and confidently 
aſſur'd, that ſhe was Daughter to a Prince and 
Princeſs, who, for certain Reaſons. beſt known 
to her ſelf, had conceal'd her in German). 


thought it was in Jeſt that ſhe pretended to ſoil. 


luſtrious a Pedigree, but at my. third or fourth 
Viſit. found ſhe was in earneſt; and ſhe alſo in. 
form'd me, That her Nativity had been calcula. 
ted, and that the Aſtrologer had afſur'd her, {hc 
| ſhould go into Poland, where ſhe would meet 
with her Friends, and a Husband ſuitable to her 
Birth. In theſe Hopes ſhe liv'd, expecting kind 
Heaven would give her an Opportunity of accom: 
pliſhing her Deſtiny, by affording her the means 
to make a Voyage to Warſaw. _ | 
Hearing I was bound thither, ſhe fancy'd the 
happy Hour was come, and offer*d to accompany 
me. At firſt I thought ſhe rally'd ; but ſeeing 
her very ſerious upon it, I repreſented to her, 
That the Electreſs treated her ſo kindly, that it 


were Folly and Ingratitude to leave her; that! 
"© Was 
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was oblig?dj to ride Poſt, and therefore ſhe could 
not k keepjPace \ with me; and that both her Re- 
putation and mine would ſuffer hy ſuch an Acti- 
on: But he would not be diſtoaded from it, and 
cih, „Sh 1150 was reſolv d to follow me. 

nd my Error, in having too raſhly 

2 ad elk with that Woman; for I mult 
confeis, that enticd by the eaſie Acceſs I had to 
her, and the Beauty ſhe was Miſtreſs of, I had 
warmly, courted her. She, thinking my Love 


real, had gely d on the Addreſſes I made to her, 


only. for my Diverſion, and did not imagine! 
could have deny'd heran thing. | 
How tg, get rid of ther I knew not: At laſt 1 
thought I might do it, by finding out ſome real 
Lover A; pots who. would; hardly; bear her Ab- 
lence. ; This was {; 558 one; and 1 underſtood 
that a El German Lord had a ſincere Affection 
for her, and would have-Marry'd her, had not 
the Electreſs oppos d his being march'd to one ſo 
much below, him. I reſolvd to make him jea- 
lous, and to that end ſeem'd more aſfiduous than 
before; and fearing, that was not enough for his 
dull Apprehenſion, I caus'd him to be warn d by 
a Friead of. mine, that I was as likely as any one 
to rob him of his Miſtreſs; 3 and he had beſt not 
only watch her himſelf, but alſo deſire the Ele- 
ctreſs to have her obſerv d. I knew not whether 
this would take, for my German did not ſeem the 
more diffgent for it, only he open d wide a Pair of 
heavy, gogling Eyes upon me, whenever it was 
our Fortune to be together. In the mean While 
1 = 
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it grew time for me to be gone; and having, a; 
I thought, diſſuaded her from it, I ſet for wards 
for my intended Journey; but was ſcarce two 
Leagues off, when being oblig'd to ſtay for the 
Shooing of one of my Horſes, I was overtaken 
by two Horſemen. It Was tio little Sürprize to 
me, to ſee tliat one of them was the Lady Erran 
in Man's Cloaths; but more, that the other 
ſhould be her German Gallant. He ſaid no more 
to me than he usd to do, only ſtat'd at me with 
all his Might, while ſhe told me, That upon my 
ſcrupling to take her with me, ſhe had per ſuaded 
him to attend her, that ſhehop'd I would not re. 
fuſe them my Company during the reſt of the 
/＋＋;;!!! ST BERL e 
I fear'd leſt: my having been one bf her Ado- 
rers, while at Heidelberg, ſhould make People 
think I had run away with her; and'beſides, 1 
could not but foreſee that ſhe would Have been a 
very troubleſome Companion. I was, on the other 
Hand aſtoniſh'd to ſee her Lover, who was a Man 
of the firſt Quality, in ſuch a Dreſs, and without 
Attendance, and (which increas'd my Wonder) 
ready to wait on her into ſo far diſtant a Country, 
While ſhe would have the Company of a Man 
whom he muſt needs look on as a Rival. Grow - 
ing impatient to know the meaning of it, I took 
him aſide, and ask'd what was his Deſiga, and 
how might be ſerviceable to him. He made 
me a very low Bow, and anſwer'd me with great 
| Reſpect, That my Highneſs did him too great an 
Honour, in chuſing him for an Husband to the 
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Princes 


Heidelberg, a 
Woß 
She was not one that would eaſily quit her 


. 
Princeſs my Siſter. It may well be imagin'd I 
was ſtruck with Amazement at his Diſcourſe ; but 
it was ſoon over, for, by what I knew of his 
Miſtreſs, I ſoon gueſsd at the Trick ſhe put 
upon him. ae 1” 
However, to be better inform'd, I defir'd him 
to unriddle himſelf, and underſtood ſhe had made 
him believe, That I was her Brother, and Prince 


de , who had been 1 to go un- 


der a wrong Name at Heidelberg, for the ſame 
Reaſons as had alſo put her under a Neceſſity of 
concealing her Quality; and had promis'd, If ſhe 
would come with me into Poland, to Marry them 


together, and carry her into France, with an At- 


tendance ſuitable to her Quality. One may eaſily 


gueſs by what I have ſaid, that my German Lord 


was no Conjurer; However, when I had unde- 
ceivd him, the Shame of having been ſuch an I- 


diot, ſo animated him, that he acted like a Man 


of Senſe, tho? not like a Man of Honour, and 
brought me into farther Frouble. l 
His Reſentment got the better of his Love, and 
poſting back to the City, he left me in Charge 
with the Lady Erra#i, who was more obſtinate 
than ever to give me the T rouble of her Compa- 
ny, tho' I abſolutgly refus'd it; telling her, If 
ſhe tarry'd therg®any longer, I would return to 


nd make her Folly known to all the 


Hold, but ſeeing Intreaties could not prevail, ſhe 
begg'd of me With Tears, That I would affiſt 


| her in the fulfilling her Deſtiny. I hope the Rea- - 
der will excuſe my Weakaels, ; conſidering the 

| Force of thoſe, when trickling down a beautiful 

| Face. I confeſs, my Heart began to relent, and 

| - IT ſhould certainly have comply d with her, had 


I nat; been prevented; which ſhews, that let a 
Woman be never ſo great a Fool, ſhe (till has Wit 
enough to make one of a Man, 
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While this Diſpute laſted, in which the Victory 
began to incline of her fide, we ſaw a Company 
of Hf ſcaion, who, coming up to us, ſeiz'd on 
her, and told me, That his Electoral Highneſs 
would willingly have an account of the Reaſons 
T had to run away with her. This was as much 
as to ay, That they arreſted me in his Name; 
ſo l went along withthem, without putting them 
to the Trouble of a more rough Complement, 
and came to Heidelberg; where every one look'd 
on me as the Author of her Flight: For the Ger- 
man, aſham'd of having given Credit to the Ex- 
travagancies ſhe had told him, was the moſt for- 
ward in publiſhing, That I had perſuaded; her, 
thus diſguis d, ro Accompany me, thinking there- 
by 1 his own Credit, for he was return'd 
before his Abſence had been taken Notice of. 
I ſure had Reaſon to Curſe my ill Fortune, on 
this account, it being now the Third or Fourth 
Time in my Life, that IJ had bee, tho' Innocent, 
ſuſpected of ſtealing Women. A Man Wa 
great Care how he engages himſelf wit rang- 
ers, for it often happens that by being too Offi- 
cious to them he hazards his own.Quiet and Safe- 
* | OT iave 
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I gave the Elector a faithful Account of what 
had paſs'd, and he readily believ'd me, and laugh- 
ing heartily at the German Lords Simplicity, af 

ſur'd me, That he would do his Endeavours to 
help him to the Wife he had ſo great a Mind 
tO. | | ; 7 Wer 

Then I had leave to depart, but fell Sick by 
the way, and ſpent above Six Weeks in my Jour- 

| ney. I underſtood, before my Arrival, at Mar- 
/av, That the only Perſon I fear'd, was Dead 
ſome Days ſince. The Reader's Memory may 
ſoon ſuggeſt to him, That it was the Poyſoning 
and Daggering Lady that I ſtood-in ſuch Awe of. 
She had, ſince my leaving her, marry'd.the Lord 
I had ſurpriz'd her with, and (as it was common- 
ly reported) being weary of her Husband, de- 
1 to have Poyſon'd him, but he was too 
os for her at her own Weapons, and prevented 
NET. NODE „ 1 
King Ladiſſaus had been Dead ever ſince the 
Year 1648. and his Brother Prince Caſimir, had 
ſucceeded him, as well in the Enjoyment of his 
ueen as in that of his Kingdom. I found her 
Majeſty with Child, and ready to Lye in; ſhe 
told me, I came in a very good Time, for Two 
Reaſons: One, to deliver my Brother out of the 
Trouble he had brought himſelf into, and then, | 
to comfort a poor afflicted Gentlewoman, who 9 
þ had had Recourſe to her, and made great Com- 1 
plaints of me. e 
I wasacquainted in the whole, that my Brother 
had procur'd himſelf many Enemies, by his — 
| „ 4 
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and Inconſiderate Behaviour, eſpecially ; in his A- 

mours, inſomuch that he was forbid coming to 
Court. And, as for the Lady, I underſtood, by 
the Deſcription was given of her, that it was my 
Heidelberg Miſtreſs, who was arriv*d 1 into Poland 

almoſt a Fortnight before. 

'The Queen inform'd me, That ſhe had given 
out, I had promis'd to Marry her, and having 
obtain d my Deſire, i r b forſaken her. 

1 ſatisfy d her Majeſty in that Particular, and gave 
her a true Account of all I knew of her; then 
her Majeſty let me know further, That the King 
began to be in Love with her; at which I was 
fa hoping ſo potent a Rival might deliver me 

rom her Impertinence. 

The Story of her leaving Heidelberg runs thus. 
After her Return, the Elector endeavour'd to 
Marry her to her ſtupid German Lover; but hav- 
ing leſs Wit than he, and till fondly perſuaded 
that her Stars directed her to Poland, ſhe refus d 
fo good an Offer. The Blockhead, eager in his 
Purſuit, and aſſiſted by his Prince, caus'd her to 
be confin'd,' thinking by that means to make her 
comply ; but ſhe found a way to eſcape, and, hav- 
ing put on Man's Cloaths, came to Warſaw, with 
a Woman whom ſhe had perfuaded to Accompa- 
ny her under the ſame Diſguiſe. Being arriv'd 
there, ſhe enquir'd for me, whom not finding, ſhe 
thought of the fine Story ſhe had told the Queen. 
Bur the King's Affection for her, gave her other 
Thoughts, and ſhe look d upon it as the Forerun- 


ner to her future Glory. 
We 
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We chanc'd to meet not long after, but with. 
the ſame Indifferency as tho? we had never ſeen 
one another, and the feign'd Promiſe, nor the 
Adventures at Heidelberg were not once mention'd 
in our Converſation. I found her free from all 
thoſe Extravagancies; ſhe was now grown as ſen- 


ſihle as ſhe was fair, and I muſt confeſs I never 


ſaw a Woman more Charming. She made me the 
Confident of her Intriegue with the King, which 
brought me into freſh Misfortunes. I 

The Queen being as jealous of this, as ſhe had 
been of her former Husband, would have had 
me acquaint her with allI knew of their Amour; 
but I, loath to be an Informer, and fearing to 


diſpleaſe her, in refuſing to obey her Commands, 


pretended I had an Intriegue with her my elf, 


and that the King had wholly forſaken her. The 


Confidence her Majeſty repos'd in me, made her 
give more Credit to what ſaid, than to the Ad- 
vices ſhe had of the King's Fal ſhood; and ſhe 


could not ſorbear acquainting him with this Re- 
port, ſaying, She wondred how People could 


have ſuch mean "Thoughts of him, as to imagine 
he could Love a Woman I entertain'd. 

The Effect of this was, that he ſuſpecting me, 
order'd his Miſtreſs to forbear ſeeing me. When 


the Queen underſtood thac I durft not Viſit her, 


ſhe was convinc'd I had deceiv'd her, and reſented 

it ſo highly that ſhe began to Hate me, as much 

as ſhe did her Rival. 1 

My Brother's wild Conduct had, on the other 

Hand, made our Name odious to the Polanders. 
ä | Hav- 


. 
Having, as I have already ſaid, been oblig'd to 
uit France, about a Year and a half before, he 
came to Warſaw, thinking to find me there, where 
he met with the Gentleman, who had been my 
Second at Venice, who was but juſt arrived. The 
Queen made them a very kind Reception, and 
Prince Cazimir's Election and Marriage, having 
given an occaſion to all forts of Paſtimes, the 
Court was ſo much taken up with thoſe Divertiſe- 
ments, that War had for ſome time been wholly 
laid aſide; ſo they had not an occaſion of ſerving 
his Poliſb Majeſty againſt the Swedes, to which 
end they ſaid they were come, and for want of 
other Employment wholly ſpent their Time in the 
Ladies Converſation. All the Particulars I could 
hear were, That they had fought ſeveral Duels, 
and that their rude Behaviour to every Woman 
they lik'd, had at laſt oblig'd the Queen to Com- 
mand them to come no more to Court; ſo that 
they confirm'd the Opinion Foreigners had then, 
That what the French are moſt famous for (I mean 
Politeneſs) is what they leaſt Practiſe in their A- 
mours ; which Prejudice, I do not fee that thoſe 
Who have travell'd ſince have effacd, for it 1s 
look d on as a Miracle to fee a young French Gen- 

tleman behave himſelf with Diſcretion. 
Tho” I had highly diſoblig'd the Queen, yet ſhe 
made a great Diſtinction between my Brother and 
me; and it ſhe ſeem'd not to defire me to ſtay 
in Polaza, it was becauſe ſhe did not think I 
could be ſerviceable to her there, being out of Fa- 
vour With the King. So when I had ſerl'd my 
9 > | Affairs, 
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Affairs, 1 reſolv d to be gone, and firſt endea- 
vour'd to perſuade my Brother and his Friend to a 
more decent Carriage; but thinking their Credit 
wholly loft there, they went into Smede land, where 
they thought they. might ſooner meet with an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing their Valour, for they were 
already outlaw'd in France, whicher they durſt 
not return. 

I once more left Poland, much i in the fs Po- 
ſture as I had done the time before, out of Favour 
with the Court, and ſtill for a Woman's ſake ; 


for my Heidelberg Lady was the Cauſe of all this; 


and had not that unlucky Accident fell out, I 
ſhonld have had a great Share in King Caſimir's 
Affection. That Prince was much of the ſame 
Genius as his Brother, a Foe to Buſineſs, and a 
Friend, nay, T may fay, a Slave to his Pleaſures, 
but Maſter of infinitely more Bravery. He was 
not, naturally, daring enough for great Under- 
takings, which had given the Queen an abſolute 
Command over his Mind; but when once he 
had reſoly'd upon a thing, he wanted not Cour- 
age to put it in Execution. His predominant 
Vice was the Love of Women, and Conſtancy 
was what he was little guilty of. His natural 
Levity was encourag'd by frequent Remorſes and 
a dread, leſt God ſhould bring ſome Puniſhment 


on him for his Lewdnefſs: But it is obſervable, 


that his Devotion increaz'd but as his Love-Firs 
began to decreaſe ; and that he took Religion up, 
but when he grew weary of an old Miſtreſs, 
which he would as _ "a down again, when 

a new 
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a new one pleasd him better; thus was his whole 
Life a mixture of Piety and Gallantry. As for 
his Converſation, he was Frank and very Com- 
plaiſant; his only Fault was too little a Thirſt 
bor Glory; and had not the King 
A Polander, wh® Of Swedeland and * Lubomirati 
excied'a Reellor  iſturh'd his Quiet, be would 
Years = have preferr'd the Eaſe of a 

8 private Man to the Reputation 
of a great Monarc. 

The Queen had an abſolute Power over him, 
tho? ſhe was ſtill miſtruſt ful of her Authority; 
not that ſhe wanted Wit, or thought her ſelf a 
Fool, but ſhe fear d the King, being of ſo eaſie a 
Temper, might be wrought upon by others; and 
ſeeing he muſt have Miſtreſſes, ſhe took all poſſi- 
ble Care to give him a Diſtaſte for thoſe, who, 
ſhe thought might be cunning enough to out-wit 
and ſupplant her. ” 

Such was then the Poſture of Affairs in Poland, 
which J had taken eſpecial notice of; for being 
grown in Age, and conſequently more ſerious, I 
began to obſerve the Characters and Intrigues of 
thoſe I convers'd with. 


* 


Before I was quite out of that Country I met 
with a new Adventure, wherein I run great Ha- 
zard of my Life, and wasa Witneſs of the moſt 
barbarous Sight Eyes ever beheld, the very 
Thought of which ſtrikes my Soul with Horror. 
Althoꝰ my Inclination for the fair Sex was the oc- 
caſion of the Share I had in it, yer I cannot herein 
Ol 
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condemn my: ſelf, ſince any ohe who had the leaſt 
Humanity or generoſity would have acted as I did. 
I was about TWO Days Journey from Mar ſam, 
when ee a little Town, while freſh Horſes 
were providing for, me, I ſpy'd a Woman in a 
great Diſorder, who runding towards me, made 
Signs that I ſhould meet her, being almoſt ſpent, 
and not able to reach the Plate where I was. Be- 
ing got to her, ſhe threw her ſelf into my Arms, 
and, befort ſhe could ſpeak fainted away. She 
was little, as are moſt of the Poliſʒhh Women, and 
in ſpight of the Confuſion ſhe: was in, it was eaſily 
perceived ſhe was as handſome as any that Coun- 
try affords, Her Beauty and Diſtreſs mov'd my 
Pity ; I carry*&her into little Houſe, where my 
Servants waited, and having laid her down, ſhe re- 
cover'd. She told us, That he was born at Breſlau, 
and that her Friends had marry'd her to a Tartar, 
who was ſo rude to her, that not being able to 
bear any longer with his ill. Treatments, ſne had 
left him, and was going to Warſaw, where ſhe had 
ſome Relations, who would ꝓrotect her againſt her 
ſevere Husband. That was all ſhe told us at firſt, 
but at laſt ſhe own d, that the Reaſon of her run- 
ning away was, That ſne had given him an Oc- 
caſion to ſuſpect her Virtue; that her Lover had 
accompany*d her in her Flight, and being fallen in- 
to an Ambuſcade of Ceſſacks, they had murther d 
him before her Eyes, and that baving made her 
eſcape from them alſo, ſhe was ſtill in great Fear of 
her Husband, who, to her Knowledge, was in 


purſuit of her. 
. Indeed 


* 
o 


0 146 ) 
2 Indebdmy Heart bled to ſee her in that wretch- 
ed condition; but how to help her I knew not, 
unleſs Tcarr 'd herzoVarſaw, which would have 


been a conſiderable Stop to my Fourney: | How- 
ever, I thought my ſelf oblig d in Honour and 
Conſcience to do it, and accordingly order'd one 
of my Men to take her up behind him, and to 
follow me. But we had 1 half a Day, be- 
fore we met with her Husband, who with Ten 
or Twelve Tartars more; was in Queſt after her. 
He preſently knew her again, and having drawn 
his Scymeter, came to him who had her up be- 
hind him, threat ning to take away his Life. I 
ran to his Relief ind my Piftol-cock?d, but the 
ſuperior N umber ſoon "over Werd us, and we 
were robb'd'of our C AI know not whether 
in the paſſion he was in po took'me forhis Cuck- 

old-maker, bur having order'd his Men to ſeize 
me, I was forc'd into a Stable he had already 
caus'd her to be ſhut into, where I bebeld his 
barbarous Revenge He commanded Four of 
his Servants to graſp her tender Limbs, while 


himſelf began to flea her. The miſerable Crea · 
ture lookt ſometimes on me, and amidſt the wo- 


ful Cries that dreadful Pain forc'd from her, did 
now and. then put forth ſome Ejaculations, to im- 
Be the Divine Mercy. At laſt her inhuman 

usband, ſeeing her dead, threw in my Face 
what he had of her Skin, whence I expected to 
ha ve been us d in the fame manner; which to pre. 


vent, 1 told him in Pollſh, That IL would have 
him take care of what he did; That -I- Was a Stran- 
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ger, wholly unacquainted with Is Wife, and 
whom he could have no quarrel againſt. This 
madle him look very earneſtly on me; and, as I 
ſuppoſe, finding his; Miſtake, he did me the 
Favour having ſet my Men and Baggage at Li- 
betty, to turn me out of Doors. Indeed I never 
was ſeiz d With fo much Dread and Horror ; it 
was above Ten Days before I could deſtroy the 
frightful Idea of her Puniſhment; and I had fo 
great an Exeoration for the Tartar, that I often 
had during that Time, a violent Deſire, to ſeek 
out the Villain, and kill him with mine own 
Hand: But theſe thoughts did at laſt wear off, 
and gart Way to the Neflexions I made on the 
fatal Conſequences which uſually attend an un- 


cure thetnfelves by their looſe Behaviour. 

+ fontuordt iT offs Nn 

I arrive at Paris about the latter End of 
Jaruary;having. ſpent! near Ten Months in my 
ſourney. + Abdut a Fortnight after my arrival, 
the Printe was ſet at Liberty, and my Brother 
and I thought we might expreſs our Gratitude 
and Reſpects to him, without diſobliging the 
Court: Bur we ſoon; found it otherwiſe, and 
the very firſt Time we waited on him, percei- 
d he was contriving a Rebellion. He was 
of too great a Judgment not to: diſcover” the 
Quen deſign'd to recal the Cardinal, who was 
then” I think, at Sedan, and openly proteſted , 
That if he return'd into France, he would fend 
bim out faſter than he came in. We well 
3% fore a 
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equal Matech, and on the Miſery Women pro- 


„ 
foreſaw what would be the Event, and waited 


not long for a Confirmation of our Fears. My 


Brother did not think fit to follow the Prince, but 


becauſe I was more Maſter of my own Actions 


he not only conſented to my attending him out of 
the Kingdom, but alſo 'advis?d me to ſhare in his 
Fortune; whether he ſaw it impoſſible for him 
to advance my Preferment with the Queen, or 


that being deſirous to ſee the Prince in Favour 


with his Majeſty, he was- glad to have à Friend 
with his Royal Highneſs, who ſhould give him 
good Advice. l Ba b V 

Whatever my Brother's Deſign: might be, 1 
am ſure I would never have comply?d with his 
Deſires, had I not been glad to leave Paris, that! 


2 * divert my Melancholy, occafion'd: by the 
A 


iction I had, through the Perfidiouſneſs of: 
new Miſtris, I had already engag'd with, fince 
my Return from Poland. This Was a troubleſome 
Intriegue; and ſince that with my Carmelzee, non: 
had ever prov'd ſo vexatious to me. Indeed it 
afforded me an Opportunity of diſcovering new 
Characters in the ſex, which I had not till then 
been aware of, as may be judged from the follow: 


, ing Story. {i 4 


Near my. Lodgings there lived a Woman, 
whoſeHusband was lately dead, but who had been 
ſeparated from him a fe Years after her Mar- 
riage. Every one would have it that her Gal 
lantry had been the only occaſion of their Divorce 
and I was for ſome Time of the ſame _— 
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. 
but being grown better aquainted with her, I 


perceiv d there might other Reaſons, and ver 


ſubſtantial | ones, be given. She was the mo 
fantaſtical Woman in the World; and I think 


that the ill Humour of a Wife is as inſupportable 


as her want of Chaſtity ; for tho? ſhe does leſs ex- 
poſe her Husband in Publick, ſhe is a greater 
Plague to him in private. 


She had a Daughter, who ſhar'd the ſame Fate 


with her ; for they had made it their Bargain at 
parting, . That the Father ſhould provide for the 


Boys, and the Daughter ſhould be left to her Mo- 


ther's Care. She was certainly the worſt Tutor 


that young Maid could have, not only becauſe of 


her bad Repute, but alſo for the unaccountable 

ſhe had on her Daughter's account, 
which till then it never had enterꝰd my Thoughts 
a Mother could have been guilty of. This Wo- 
man, who was, no doubt, well inform'd of the 
Aſperſions that were caſt upon her Honour, was 
jealous at the Praiſe her Daughter might have 
won, by not following her Example; and her 
greateſt Care was to engage her into ſome In- 
triegue, which might expoſe her to a like Cen- 
ſure; but through another unaccountable Nice- 
ty, ſhe was deſirous that her Daughter might lye 
under the Scandal of Folly as well as Debauch- 


ery, and to that purpoſe was very diligent in keep- 


ing her from the Company of ingenious Men, 


whoſe Converſation might be a Credit to her, 


and in admitting Blockheadws. 4 
Such was this Gentlewoman's Humour, which 
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I did not at firſt diſcover, thinking ber incour. 
aging the Addreſſes ſome Fools made to her 
Daughter might be grounded on the Opinion, 
That they are leſs dangerous than others 
J 1 Lady was very lovely, had a brisk 
flaſhy Wit, but very little Judgment, and was of 
a very violent Temper, and a great Tädulger of 
her Paſſions. | | 

I was at firſt wholly imnkvizunineed with either 
of their Characters, and only viſited them, as be. 
ing agreeable Neighbours, whoſe Converſation 
might prove diverting ; but I had not feen the 
Daughter twice, ere I fell deep in Love. She 
received my Declaration in ſuch a manner as in- 
creas'd my Flame, and we preſently grew as In 
timate as if we had kabwo each other all our Lit. 
K 

She told me, L muſt not give an Jealcuſ e to. 

her Mother; and that the old . 
ſhould not ſuſpect me, I thus excus d the frequent 
Viſits I made to her Daughter: Firſt; That! 
did it, to increaſe her Knowledge, by giving her 
a Narration of my Travels, and then to make: 
Match between her and a Relation of mine, who 
was very rich, and was wholly guided by me. Bu: 
this was juſt the Counter-part of what I ſhould 
have done; for her Mother was unwilling ſhe 
ſhould have any Merit or be well match'd; and 
her only wiſh was, That ſhe might be thought 
to want both Senſe and Modeſty. 
I foon found I was not welcome, 105 the mol 


diſobliging Methods in n the World were us'd q 
make 


) 


make me underſtand it 2 Bud while I. was ſo ill 


I 
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treated, at} poſſible Favour was ſhewi to a Man 
who poſſeſſed, in a high degree, af the ill Quali- 
ties requiſite to render his Aquaintanteiiſcandal- 
ous on all accounts, and was therefore ſoverèſgnly 
accompliſh'd for what the Mother deſign d him. 
He wis Five and Fifty, and had ſpent his Life 
under ſo univerſal a Contempt, that I fever heard 
any one ſpeak well of him. The only good 
Quality he was famous for, was, that he was a 
very peaceable and quiet Man, an Enemy to 
Quarrels, and willing to put up all manner of A- 
fronts rather than draw his Sword/-which' had 
not hitherto ſeen the Light, tho? he was an 
Officer. Another valuable Qualification was, 


That he was an eternal Viſitant, where he once 


grew acquainted, eſpecially. if it was a Houſe of 
good Eating, and where it might be thought 
he had ſome Intriegue; for he unwilliogly parted 
with his Mony, and was very ambitious of being 
thought in Favour with the Ladiee. 

Being an old Aquaintance of theirs, I wondred 

not at firſt to ſee him ſo aſſiduous; but the 
Daughter, who ſeem'd to repoſe an entire Con- 
fidence in me, inform'd me, That he was ve- 
hemently in Love with her. I, not in the leaſt 
miſtruſting, that one, I thought fo deſerving 
could ever ſtoop to have a Kindnels for ſuch a Fop, 
turn'd his Paſſion into ridicule, and only adviſed 


| her to avoid being in private with him, leſt ſhe 


ſhould there by incourage the Vanity of that con- 
ceited Aſs,  - _—_—— „ 
; 4 4 1 


* * . 


Ic queſtion id not but her own/Tnclination would 
have made her hearken to my Advice; but was 
too ſoon aquainted with the contrary, chat ſhe was 
with him Day and Night, and that when the 
old Woman was gone to Bed they ſat up together 
till Two ot three in the Morning. I tax'd her 
with it, which ſhe deny'd in part, and vowed 
what ſhe did was only out of Complaiſance to her 
Mother. Then I found what Mettle the old 
Gentl woman was, made of, and by this and ſeve- 
ral others Paſſages eaſily gueſſed at the Character! 
had given of her. I1mparted my Conjectures 
to her Daughter, whom I counſel] d, as well as! 
cculd, how ſhe ſhould behave her ſelf under thoſe 
grievous Circumſtances: ' But my Admonitions | 
came too late; for the Freedom ſhe was allow'd 
with my old Rival, had fo increas'd their In- 
timacy that I was clean forgotten. Uſe makes 
all things familiar, and an amorous Woman, like 


an hungry Clown, greedily devours all ſhe | 
nar DS. —·-. eee | 
Tho! I was vex'd beyond Meaſure to ſee how | 
matters ftood, I could not be heartily angry at | 
my Miſtreſs, and accus'd her Mother only, but 
J ſoon under ſtood ſhe was as much to blame. 4 
Being inſenſibly fallen in Love with the od 
Officer, ſhe was afraid I might repreſent to her : 
Mother the ill Conſequences of their frequent | 
Meetings, and by that means deprive her of the [ 
Pleaſure of ſeeing him, with the ſame freedom as 
formerly. To prevent this, ſhe reſolved to com- 


plain firtt, and accordingly told her Mother, That 
1 c F 7 DN ry j 
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I continually perſecuted with her Declarations of 
à Love ſhe could not receive. I dare ſay my Af. 
fection for her did not ſo much diſpleaſe her Mo- 
ther, as the good Opinion that old Gentle woman 
had of me, for ſhe could not endure a Gentleman 
ſhould court her Daughter, deſiring, as I have 
already ſaid, ſhe ſhould appear ridiculous in the 
Choice of her Gallants. 

The Mother, thereupon, affronted me down- 
right, which I, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting my 
Miſtreſſes Treachery, attributed to her uſual 
Fantaſticalneſs. In the mean while ſhe obtain'd 
her Ends, for the old Officers too frequent Viſits 
afforded matter for every one's Diſcourſe. The 
Servants ſpoke very ill things, and in ſhort, it 
occaſion'd a very great Scandal. 

I found my Cale very hard for a Man that lov'd 
Sincerly. Tho? I did not think her as baſe as the 
Town- Talk repreſented her, yet I could not 
wholly disbelieve what was faid ; however, out 
of an incredible Fondneſs, 1 every where took 
her part, and {trove to efface a Report, which I 
knew was but too well grounded. Ye 

It was impoſſible ſhe ſhould be ignorant of the 
| Zeal I expreſs'd for her; yer whether ſhe was 
aſham'd of her Perfidiouſneſs, or that ſhe fear'd 
a troubleſome Advice, ſhe did not deſign to fol- 
low, ſhe ſhunn'd me with ſo much Care, that I 
never could ſpeak with her. | 

I knew not whatto think of it, for I could ne- 
yer imagine that ſhe ſhould be in Love with ſo 
diſagteeable a Perſon as my Rival; and, m_ 
W ö a 


r 
Ihad nat Courage enough to hate her, were it 


true. In the mean while,” the Scandal inereas d, 
and it was whiſper'd'abour ſhe was with Child. 


The Proofs of her Shame were but rob convin. 
cing, and I found myſelf in a moſt intricate Di. 


lemma, not knowing, w to believe, and whe. 
ther to love or hate her. At laſt, It thought it 


my beſt way to make no farther Rhquiry into 
the Matter, but by Abſence to ſeek a Cure 

for my Folly. By this Motive was I in- 
duc'd to follow my Brother's Counſels; and, 1 


may fay, this Intriegue gave me more piercing 
Griefs and more omar err than I had 


till then received. 
| * 31 11 £1 

In Obedience to my Brother's Command 0 
attended the Prince, whom I found very cha- 
greene, and much diſſatisfied with the Spaniards, 
The Loſs of Monrond was a great Vexation to 
him, and taking me aſide, he ask*d me what Peo- 
ple ſaicfofhitm at Paris, and whether my Bro- 
ther would not follow my Example? I antwer'd, 
that both the Court and City were wholly de- 
voted to him, eſpecially my Brother, who as a 
Token of his Reſpect for him, had fent me to 
ſerve him. He ask'd me further, Whether my 


Brother deſign'd to ſtay? And how he could 2. 


gree with the Cardinal. 1 reply'd, My Brother 
made his Court to the King only, and had no- 
thing co do with that Miniſter in particular. Then 
write to him, ſaith he, that I would have him be ei- 
cher White or Black, aud that anleſs s be can be con- 

Feit 
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tent to cringe to the Cardinal it is his beſt way to 
come hither. I told him, I thought he was fix?d 
in his Reſolution, and that he would keep where 
he was. I ſee, reply*d the Prince, that he Aeſigus 
for a Mareſchal's Staff. Indeed hs is in the Right, 
and were I in his Place I ſhould not ſtop in fo fair a 
_ Courſe ;, but 4 Prince is certainly in an unhappy: Sta- 
tion. Thereupon he unboſom'd him{elt*t6 me, 
and confeſs'd, That he was ſorry for baving en- 
gag' d into ſuch a Buſineſs: I laid hold of this 
Opportunity to perſuade him to make his Peace 
with the King: But, he anſwer'd, it was too 
late, and that now the Dice were caſt he muſt be 
content with his Chance. We had afterwards 
ſeveral other Conferences, and whether he re- 
pos d more Truſt in me than in the reſt of thoſe 
who were with him, on that having once un- 
folded his Secrets to me, it was become habiru- 
al to him, he made me the Confident of all the 
Mortifications he receiv'd from the Spaniards, and 
had each Day ſome new Diſcovery to impart to 
me, of the little Fidelity was to be expected from 
them. This occaſion'd his giving me a Commiſ- 
ſion I thought very diſagreeable, being rather de- 
firous to be employ*d in the Army. The Prince, 
Who ever ſince the Battle at Lens knew me to be 
a good Soldier; would of himſelt have been en- 
clin'd to give me that Satisfaction, but ſeeing no- 
thing was acted in Flanders, without expreſs Or- 
ders from the Council at Madrid, he thought it 
would not be amiſs to fend into Spi a Perſon 
he might truſt to, who ſhould manage his a_ 
| | | Wit 
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with. Don Lewis de Haro, firſt: Miniſter of that 
Court. He told me, He had at firſt pitch'd on 
the Abbot de thinking 1 might have done 
him more Service, as an Officer, but that the 

Abbot was too raſh and giddy, and; he fear'd, 
would ſpoil all; then he obligingly told me, My 
good Parts readred me more fit than any one to 
ingratjate my ſelf with the Spaniſh Miniſters; 
that this Employment, which would not expoſe 
me to publick View, would be more convenient 
for me than bearing Arms againſt France, where 
my Brother might perhaps be the Object of their 
malitious Revenge, that ſeeing my Brother ad- 
ber'd to the Cardinal's Party, he would, queſti- 
onleſs, uſe his Endeavours to recal me, and that 
if my Mind alter'd, I might return with more 
Honour, not having appear'd in the Rebellion. 


| I yielded to theſe Reaſons, and, beſides, 1 
found there was a good one he kept to himſelf, to 
wit, the Jealouſie, which the Intereſt I had in 
him, gave to thoſe who had ſome Share in his 
Favour: So I acquainted the Prince, That I was 
ready to obey his Commands, and having receiv'd 
my Inſtructions, went for Madrid, Incognito, as à 
Stranger, who made that Journey on his own pri- 
vate Occaſions ; for the Prince had not thought 
fit to give me a Publick Character, thinking my 
Negotiations, by being more private, would be 
more ſecure, and kept my Departure ſo very ſę- 
cret, that none knew but himſelf What was be- 
come of me. 


J ſpent 


(157) 

I ſpent near Two Years' in Madrid, without 
doing him any other Piece of Service than repre- 
ſeating the Wrongs he receiv'd from the Spaniards 
in Flanders, and anfwering the Complaints which 
they made againſt him; for, as one might judge 
from their Letters, they never could agree: And 
I diſcover*d better there than the Prince could do 
in Flanders, how wretched a Rebel's Condition is, 
who is forc'd to depend upon Strangers. They 
found him too extravagant in his Expences, and 
too flow in his Progreſſes, for they would have 
had him Conquer all France in a Quarter of a 
Year's Time, without putting them to a Farthing 
Expence. *Tis true, they did all poſſible Juſtice 
to his Merit, but till the Mony was wanting, 
and ſome thought Don Lewis de Haro was of In- 
telligence with Cardinal Mazarize, and had been 
brib'd by the Queen- Mother, to leave the Prince 
deſtitute both of Men and Mony. Whatever 
the Reaſon might be, all my Inſtances prevail'd 
little, and only procur'd him unperſorm'd Pro- 
miſes and empty Praiſe. 


Having then. but little ro do, during the Two 
Years I remain'd at Madrid, it was no wonder 
if I ſpent ſome part of my Time in Gallantry, eſ- 
pecially in a Country ſo fruitful in Adventures 
and Intriegues; and there I obtain'd a farther In- 
ſight into the Female Sex's Character, which I 


have made it my Buſineſs in theſe Memoirs to de- | 


ſeribe. 
I lodg'd 
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_ lodg d at a Frenchman's Houſe, who by his 
Pride and Self- Conceit might have been taken for 
a Snaniurd, but there is little difference between 


the Spaniards and thei Natives of Gaſcony, at leaſt 
I found it fo by him. He bragg' much of his 
Quality, but {till did not diſdain” Frade, Pictures 


and Pieces of Tapeſtry. 


Here, thoꝰ it is not much to our Purpoſe, I can- 
not forbear relating the manner herein he bought 
ſome of them, which will perhaps ſeem odd and 
unlikely, but is notwithſtanding very true. 


2 


A Spaziard, whom he dealt with, carryd him 


one Day into the King's Palace, and having led 


him into the fineſt Apartment, where they took 


a View of the Pictures and Tapeſtry; the Spani- 
ard ask'd him, What he lik d beſt of all the Fur- 


niture? And the other having told him, He fan- 


cy'd a certain Picture and Piece of Hangings he 
ſhew*'d him; Well, quoth my Spaniard, and mhat 


will you give me, if I procure them? The French. 


man, not thinking they were at his diſpoſal, took 
this asa' Jeſt ; but his Companion having afſur'd 


him he was in earneſt, and that this was not the 


firſt Time he had ſold the King's Goods, they 
made a Bargain, and accordingly the Picture was 
ſent, having been cut out of its Frame, and ſome 


Days after the Tapeſtry, which the Receiver 
| ſpeedily convey'd to Bajopre. | Himſelf told me 


the Story, ſaying, It was a very uſual thing at 


Madrid, where they would in that manner fell 


ths 
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the Goods of, molt of the Palaces, having firſt a* 
greed of the Price before they ſtole them. 
I did not much like the Company of a Man, 
who was capable of countenancing ſuch a Villa- 
ny; bur I meddled not with his Concer ns, nor he 
with mine, and all the Diſcourſe we had toge- 
ther, was only concerning the Intriegues of the 
a iy 94 d A - 
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The firſt Thad at Madrid was with a/Woman, 
whoſe Husband was a great Favourite of Don 
Lewis de Haro s. My Hmploy ment occaſion'd an 
Intimacy between us, for it was often through 
his means that I obtainꝰd Audience from his Pa- 
tron. I never had ſeen his Lady, nor ſa much as 
heard that he was Marry'd, till one Day that ſhe 
fpoke to me, in a Church where we chanc'd to 
meet. I found ſhe knew me, and Was willing 
to improve an Acquaintance, which her Youth 
and Beauty made me but too deſirous of. Theſe 
Deſires I expreſ&d to her, to which ſhe anſwer'd, 
If I was ſincere the Week ſhould not be at an 
end before I ſhould receive that Satisfaction. 
The Frenchman, at whoſe Houſe I lodg'd, was 
then at the ſame Church, and had taken notice 
of our Converſation, tho? it had been but very 
ſhort : We were no ſooner at home but he ask d 
me whether I knew that Lady, and had ſeen her 
before? I ask'd him the Reaſon of his Queſtion. 
'Tis, reply'd he, of ſome ſmall concern to me, hav» 
ing been her Gallant for above this half Tear ; aud, 
when you pleaſe I will ſbem you ſome 1'wenty Letters of 


bers 


< 


is 


N = 2 R *** 222 _ 
7 WOT Es EE RE * IF" R 9 4 
3 . * an 
: i 
3 oe 
; ” * 
— 
1 60 
( j *. 
4 


ſcarce arriv d at Madrid, when he firſt contracted 
2 Familiarity with her, having had an Opporty. 
nity at a Publick Entertainment the King had gi. 


ven, and that ever ſince he met her thrice a Week, 


ata certain Place, where he offer'd to carry me. 
I vas not a little nettl d at his Diſcourſe, being 
vex d to fee that a Lady, whom I had a Kindneſs 
for, ſhould be already ingag'd; and what was 
worſe, that ſo undeſerving a Man (for indeed his 
Merit was but ſmall): ſhould have the Preference 
before me. However, I conceaPd my Thoughts, 
and pretending Curioſity, deſir'd to ſee ſore of 
thoſe Letters, which he promis'd me: But he de. 


lay'd me Two Days, and then ſhew'd me Six or 
Zeven anonymous Billets, which he aſſur'd me, 


came from her, andd all expreſs'd a great Paſſion, 
and very Intle Wit: 


gave } 
that I "fold never to think of her more; but 
having ſome Buſineſs with her Husband, I went 
to his Houſe, where I was inform'd he was out 
of Town, and one of her Servants whiſper'd me, 
That his Lady deſir'd to ſpeak with me. I could 
not tell ar firſt what I had beſt to do: However, 
the Deſire of knowing what ſhe had to ſay, pre · 
vail'd, and I went up to her, with a Reſolution 
neee... 
I did, and ſhe proteſted it was all falſe; vowing 
ſhe knew no Frenchman. but my ſelf, and that no 
Man could ever boaſt of having receiv'd a Love- 
Letter from her. The Confidence — = 
N N | POke 


hers. I have iy me. Then he told me, Tliat he was 


e me ſuch ill Thoughts of the Lady, 


ſpoke to me, made me begin to ſuſpec my Lai. 

| lord, upon which I told the Lady, That I would 
produce ſome of them, by which ſhe reply'd, T 

| ſhould oblige her; then I leſt her poſſeſs'd with a 

: Paſſion which nothing but a Confirmation of her 

WM Infamy could extinguiſh. 1 \ 

| I took no Notice to my Landlord that I had“ 

WM viſited the Lady, bur pretending I had found the 

| Letters very ingenious, I deſir'd him to let me 

ſee them once more; and he accordingly drew 

one out of his Pocket, he ſaid he had but juſt re- 

IF ceiv'd, which I read and put into mine, and he 

did not ſeem over-earnmeſt to have it again, 


I found ready to ſend me one, which, ſhe told 
me, ſhe had wrote, that by comparing the Cha- 
raters I might be convinc'd of her Innocence. 
I was, and it plainly appear'd that this was all a 
Contrivance of his, whether out of a Vain Glory 
of being thought to have had a good Fortune, or 
a Deſire to perplex me, for he never had fo much 
as ſpoke to her. 5 . 

Nothing could then have hindred my being ſe- 
riouſly in Love with her, but the oddeſt Fancy, I 
think, any Woman could ever have. The ſcan- 
dalous Story he had made of her, muſt naturally 
have procur'd him her S-orn and Averſion. But 
how ſtrange are a Woman's Appetites! His Lyes 


bring him to her, ſaying, It was with a Veſign 
to be reveng'd on him, for having abus d her thus; 


but it ſeems that Man had unawares gain d her 
| M Favour, 


Then I preſently waited on the Lady, whom 


had a quite contrary effect, and ſhe deſir'dꝗ me to 


(162) 


Favour, and indeed at the very firſt Sight they 
became very good Friends. 

Let the moſt accurate Moraliſts tell me now, 
What could be the Motive of her being charm'd 
with that which would have made him Contemp. 

tible in any other Woman's Eyes? As for me, I 
can aſſign none, but the flattering Thoughts, that 
ſince he had pretended himſelf one of her Adorers, 
he muſt needs think her adorable: Perhaps too, 
* did ſhe find the Letters juſt ſuch as ſhe would have 
ſent, and could not help admiring a Man who 

had ſo good a Guels © | 
Whatever the Reaſon might be, they improv'd 
their Acquaintance, and my Landlord might ſince 
have, ſhewn me as many true Letters as he had 
done fictitious ones, but he grew diſcreet when 
his Intriegue became real. I ſhould have diſpu- 
ted him the Conqueſt of a Heart he had ſo bad 
Title to, had 1 not then met with a Lady whom 

I thought more worth my Care. 


The Duke de Guiſe was ſtill at Madrid, having 
the City for a Priſon. I waited on him, and gave 
him an account of what I had ſuffer'd at Nap!s 
for his Service, as alſo of his Miſtreſs's Treache- 
ry, except that part of it wherein I was concern'd. Ml 
He ſaid, He was ſorry he ſhould have occaſion'd 

me all that Trouble, aud to make me ſome A. 
mends, he would introduce me to a Lady, who, 
he was ſure, would not receive me ill, and was 
worth my Acquaintance, being as conſiderable tor 
her Quality and Fortune as for her great * 1 
WE. This 
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This was a ſtrong Temptation, and being of 
my ſelf very frail, 1 was eaſily won to make an 
Appointment, according to which he carry'd me 
Two Days after, into a Houſe, where he promis'd 
me I ſhould ſee her. From the Freedom with 
which the Duke enter'd, Ijudg'd he was no Stran- 


ger there: It was then about Five in the Evening, 


and not ſo Dark but I perceiv'd the Furniture was 
extraordinary Rich, which confirm'd part of what 
the Duke had ſaid, and I began to have a ſtrange 
Paſſion for the unknown Lady. 

I was left alone in a Cloſet, till very late at 
Night, while the Duke was gone, as he told me, 
to acquaint the Lady with my being there. I had 
all the Reaſon in the World to imagine that ſhe 
was one of his Miſtreſſes, and that being weary 
of her, he had a mind to make her over to me; 
yet my Weakneſs was ſuch that I wav'd theſe Re: 


flexions, to dwell on the Thoughts of my future 
Happineſs. But how great was my Altoniſh-' 


ment, when the Lady coming into the Cloſer, I 
ſaw it was the ſame from whom I had receiv*'d fo 


ill Treatment at Naples. The Duke uſher'd hex 


in, and told me, ſmiling, That ſhe came to expi- 
ate her former Faults. I was poſſeſs'd with An- 


ger and Indigoation at the unexpected Sight, but 


the Duke's Preſence commanding my Reſpect, 
put a good Face on the Matter, and ſeeing they 
both laugh'd heartily, I laugh'd too for Compa- 
ny, tho? I had little mind to it. 


I could not imagine whethet his Deſign in ſur- 
prizing me, was only to make himſelf Sport, or 
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to reconcile me to the Lady ; but whatever his In- 
tention might be, I 1 T had Reaſon to be of. 
fended at it; and out of Revenge reſolv'd once 
more to be his Rival. There indeed my Paſſion 
rov'd.,ftronger than my Honour, which would 
Woe led me rather to abhor than court ſo perfidi- 
ous a Woman. Beſides, what Madneſs was it in 
me to think of depriving him of a Miſtreſs, in 
whoſe Favour he ſeem'd to be, and who having 
left her Native Country, was come as far as Spain 
to enjoy his Converſation. But I'ventur'd through 
all, and, before I left her, whiſper*d in her Ear, 
that I ador*d her more than ever, and was a dead 
Man if ſhe did not anſwer my Love. She ſqueez d 
my Hand attheſe Words, which gave me Hopes 
T labour'd not in vain. The very next Day ſhe 
ſent for me, and her Beauty and Converſation 
made me feel in earneſt a Flame I deſign'd but to 

pretend. [4h 2 

She at firſt begg'd my Pardon for what had 
paſs'd- at Naples, alledging ſeveral bad Excuſes, 
which being varniſh'd over with a few Tears, ! 
readily accepted. Then the Duke was the next 
Theme we went upon, and ſhe made great Com- 
plaints of him, telling me, That tho' ſhe had come 
ſo far from Home for his ſake, and had made him 
very rich Preſents, he car'd little for her, and was 
in Love with one of the King of Spaiz's Mi 

= 
It will eaſily be thought that I did not endes 
vour to clear him, but made uſe of his Falſhood 
as an Argument to perſuade her to pay him in Y 
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kind. But ſhe told me, That ſhe would bear with 
it alittle longer, and that the Duke's Departure be- 
ing ſo near, ſhe would not fall out with him now, 
but would manage him fo, that I ſhould have no 
cauſe to be jealous. I took all this for current 
Coyn, and left her as fullof Love as if ſhe had been 
the chaſteſt Woman in the World; but it was all 
a Plot ſhe and the Duke had contriv'd, to make 
Sport with me, as will appear by the ſequel of rhe 


Story. 
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Thad already heard that the King of Spain was 
a very amorous Prince, and his Intrigues were ſo 
many, that all Madrid talk'd of nothing elſe. I 
es WM was alſo inform'd that he kept a ſtrange Lady, 
x MW whom he us d to meet at the Count ae , and 
that te that Amour the Duke de Gaiſe owed his 
o Liberty. The Duke himſelf had alſo often men- 

tion'd her, in my Hearing, but without naming 
d ber, and I durſt not ask him who ſhe was. But 
„the Frenchman, with whom I liv'd, who was a 
| MW very inquiſitive buſie Fellow, ſaid, He was ac- 
x: quainted at the Houle here the King us'd to vi- 
n- Ml fit his Miſtreſs, whither, if I pleas'd, he would 
carry me, to ſee his Majeſty, as he was going to 
her. I accepted of the Propoſal, and we hid our 
ſelves in a dark Paſſage, through which the King 
was to come, whom preſently after we ſaw ina 
Civilian's Habit; which ſo diſguis d him, that had 
[ not been told beforehand it was himſelf, I ſhould 
never have known him. He tarry'd there but 
half an Hour; and after he was retir'd, we were 
| Mg _. - gag 
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oing down Stairs, when a Servant bid us make 
Room, and looking up I ſaw the Lady, to whom 

my Companion ale the Viſit had been made. Her 
Face was cover'd with a Veil, and paſſing by me, 
ſne pulbd me by the Sleeve, and told me in 1:4; 
an, ſhe. would gladly meet me in another Place, 
aud i ſo faſt that Thad not the leiſure to 
eply. . 
At vor doubt but ſhe was taken with my 
Phiz; and flatter'd with the Thoughts that ſhe MI 
_ ſhould fancy me above a Monarch, my next Care MW; 
Was to find out who ſhe was, and how I might Wl | 
ſpeak with her. ot | 
I thought no Body could inform me better than Ni 
the Neapolitan Lady, who bad made me believe It. 
ſhe was her Rival, and therefore waited on her, NI 
and ask'd her, Which of the King's Miſtreſſes it i 
was the Duke de Gai/e had an. Inclination for? No. 
She ſmil'd at my Queſtion, and deſir'd to know 
why I ask'd it. I reply*d it was only out of Cu- 
riofity ; upon which ſhe often renew'd her Enqui- 
ry, and having ſtill return'd the ſame Anſwer; 
Come, ſaid ſhe, you do not deal ingenuouſly with me, 
Im better acquainted with your I houghts than you 
imagine ; the Lady whoſe Acquaintance you ſo muth 
long for, is the beſt Friend I have; I know that ſh: 
loves, and has ſpoken to you, but if you are wiſe you 
will let her alone, and I dare hope, that as things ſl ani 
between us, 104 would uot be falſe to me. J at firſt de- 
' ny'd fhe had ever ſpoke to me, but hearing her 
repeat the very Words, I confefs'd the Truth, 
n . pro- 
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more. | 3 5 
The Duke de Guiſe alſo tol&me of it, ſeeming 
:25 well inform' d as his Miſtreſs, and advis'd me to 
improve the Opportunity, aſſuring me that he 
would not traverſe my Deſigns, but, ſince he muſt 
ſhortly leave Spain, would freely reſign her. I 
had indeed but too great an Inclination to. follow 
the Duke's Counſel, but fearing to diſcover it to 
my Rival, Iſeem'd to believe he rally'd, and did 
not expreſs any Deſire of knowing her, fearing he 
would have told the Neapolitan Lady of it, whoſe 
Favour I was not willing to loſe. So I remain'd 
in my Tgnorance, and by the Chimera's I fram'd 
to my ſelf of my Fair unknown, was depriv'd of 
the Sweets I might have:enjoy'd with my known 
Miſtreſs, whoſe Charms I thought much inferi- 

r 1 90 

I never knew till then how fantaſtical a Paſſion 
Love is; for tho? I had never {een her Face, I do- 
ted on her more than I yet had done on any Wo- 
man I ever courted, and my Deſire was ſo much 
the fiercer, becauſe I knew not what it was I 
wiſhd for. My own Experience convinc'd me 
then, That your Knight Errants running up and 
down the World after. inviſible Ladies, is not the 
moſt unlikely Part of Romances, fince I my felt 
little differ d from thoſe fabulous Heroes, being 
wholly taken up with a Lady whoſe Charms I was - 
wholly a Stranger to. Fo 

To make this a true Romantick Adventure, the 
unknown Object of my Wiſhes ſcat me ſome 
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Letters, by which ſhe promis'd in a ſhort Time to 
rid me of my Doubts, and admomſHh'd me in the 
mean while to rem̃ain conſtant and diſcreet. It 


was very difficult for me to obey her, for whene. 


yer I had receiv'd a Billet Doux, my Miſtreſs told 
me of it, and ſeem'd not to be ignorant of the Con. 


tents. I remain'd a quarter of a Year in this un. 
certainty, w hen at laſt a Note was deliver'd to me, 
to let me know that the Lady now delign'd to diſ. 
cloſe her ſelf, and that ſhe would be that Day at 
the Neapolitan Ladies. 
| Tho? I was heartily vex'd at her chuſing that 
Houſe for our Interview, yet I was punctual co a 
Minute, and then underſtood, that the Kings 
Miſtreſs, who had ſpoken to me, was no other 
Perſon than my old Acquaintance. Having leſt 
Naples to follow the Duke de Guiſe into Spain, the 
no ſooner appear d at Court, but the King fell deep 
in Love with her; the Duke de Gaiſe, who was 
not over nice in that Point, had promoted their 
Amour, and the Service he had done his Majeſty 
therein, was recompens'd with his Liberty. 
I was aſham'dro own my ſelf deceiv d, but pie. 


tended Thad diſcover'd the Deſign long ago, and 


only conniv'd at it, to ſee how far they would 
carry on the Jeſt. hut tho? the Lady had believ'd 
me, the Increaſe af my Fondneſs would have ur- 
deceiv'd her; for adding to the Charms ſhe really 
poſſeſs'd, thoſe I had attributed to my unkaown 
Mittreſs, I grew more Paſſionate than ever I had 
been. This ſhews chat Love mult ſtill have Fan. 
cy to· ſupport it, and is at the ſame Time a * 
. „ that 
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that our Hearts are ſtrangely deluded, when once 


they yield themſelves up to it. 


I began to adore my Neapolitan afttſh, as if I 
had never courted her before; and the Duke de 


Gaiſe's ſudden Departure deliver'd me from a dan- 
gerous Rival. I was ſurpriz'd at the Indifferency 


with which they parted. The Joy of returning 


to his native Country drown'd the Grief be ſhould 


have felt at leaving a Woman, who had given 
him ſuch demonſtrations of her Love.; and ſhe, 
on the other hand, was not ſorry for the loſs of 
him, being wholly taken up with the Glory of the 
illuſtrious Conqueſt ſhe had made. But what I 
molt wonder d at, was to ſee how unconcer nedly 
they talk*d of this Separation; for the Duke pla in- 


ly told her, That being oblig'd to quit her, he 


could not yield up his Pretences to a more worthy 
Perſon than my ſelf, who had beſides an unqueſti- 


oOnable Title to her Affection, from what I had 


ſuffer'd for her ſake, which ſhe heard with a Tem- 
per I never thought parting Lovers could have 


been Maſters of. It is, no doubt, a great Feli- 


city to enjoy ſuch a Tranquility of Mind: But 


my Sincerity has always render'd my Amours un- 
fortunate, and I ſhould certainly have been hap- 
py, had I liv'd in thoſe bleſſed Fimes, when in 


Love there was more Truth and leſs Artiifice, 


The little good Nature ſhe «<xpreſs'd in that 


Occaſion, joyn'd to the Memory of my having 
been ſo often chous'd by her, {hould certainly 


| have: cur'd me of my Dotage ; but, on the other 


Hand, the Spaniſb Women live very much retir'd, 
15 V : 5 en . and 


* 4 * pe — * * me 4 5 * F hs * CN Ty 4 
be + 4 „ "PX £# 4 f WL IE es PE 
*\ + »& ) 1 * 0 MY 
= a \ } 
: ** g ) 


and I had a free Acceſs to her; beſides, I was ve- 
ry Idle at Madrid, and wanted Occupation: But, 
as for the great Leiſure I had, ſhe ſoon procur'd 
me Employment, by the Troubles ſhe brought 
me into. hy | | 


The Duke de Guiſe was ſcarce gone, when ſhe 
began to Grieve for his Abſence. While this Hu- 
mour laſted I never had a good Word from her, 
for ſhe accus'd me as the Cauſe of his going, and 
of her conſenting tor. 

When ] ſaw this, I began to be angry too, and 
made the Intrigue ſhe had with the King, a Pre- 
text to my Diſpleaſure, ſaying, I would have all 
her Heart or none. So we were continually Quar- 
relling for Three Weeks together, after which ſhe 
became more complaiſam ind gave over ſpeak- 
ing of the abſent Duke, às J alſo did teazing her 
about the King. | ERR. 

But this T ruce laſted not long, for viſiting her 
one Evening, I found her in a great Fury, and 
having enquir'd into the Reaſon, ſhe reply'd, She 
was jealous at one of her Rivals, whom the King 
affected better than her ſelf. It was a Surprize to 
me to ſee this Fit on her, for ſhe had hitherto 
ſeem'd very well contented on that account; ſol. 
ask'd her, What new Acgident had happen'd ? 
ſhe told me, She had no freſh Reaſon to hate her, 
but that, upon ſeveral Conſiderations, ſhe had con- 
cluded it was a Shame to her to have but a Share 1n 
the King's Favour. Tho this Scruple came, me- 
thoughts, a little too late, I would not OP. o 
| air 
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fair an Opportunity of perſuading her not to ſettle 
her Affection on a Prince who was ſo general a Lo- 
ver, ſince ſhe was Rich enough not to need his Aſ- 
ſiſtance. She did not reliſh this Doctrin, but 
told me, That, on the contrary, ſhe would uſe 
her utmoſt Endeavours to drive her from a Poſt 
| ſhe could ſuffer no Body in but her ſelf, and to 
grow the ſole Poſſeſſor of his Heart; upon which 
I repreſented to her, that it was impoſſible, ſee- 
ing he was of ſo fickle a Temper, that he each 
Day added a new Miſtreſs to the many old ones 
he had already: But was anſwer'd, That ſhe 
would not deſiſt, and that I muſt help her in it 
t00, | 9 „ DF Res 

I was willing to know how I could affiſt her in 
her Deſign? She told me, I muſt court her Rival; 
that ſhe would make the King take notice of it, 
who would doubtleſs grow jealous, and that her 
Plot was ſo contriv'd, that her Antagoniſt muſt 
bear alone the Weight of the King's Anger, and 
I ſhould receive no Damage. I did not like her 
Propoſal, and anſwer'd, I durſt not venture upon 
it; to which ſhe reply'd angrily, That if I did 
not, ſhe would acquaint the King with my Love 
to her ſelf, and undo me that way. __ 

I wasextreamly perplex'd, not knowing which 
to do; but at laſt I choſe to comply with her, 
thinking that would be the ſafeſt, becauſe it re- 
quir'd morg Time, during which her Mind might 
alter, whereas by denial I expos d my ſelf to ſud- 
dain Ruin. So I told her, I was ready to obey, if 
ſhe would but put me in the Way. She 2 

| nat 
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That was not Difficult, and ſhe would hring me 
n her Enemy, who often viſited 
her. 13 e. I e 
She was as good as her Word, and the Project 
was executed as ſhe had laid it, only I did not pre- 
tend Courtſhip to her Rival, but fell io Love with 
her in good earneſt. Her the Reader will give me 
leave to call Eleonor, who was a young Maid, be- 
tween Eighteen and T wenty ; ſhe could not boaſt 
of her Quality, having been brought to Court du- 
ring the Rebellion in Catalonia, by a Lady, whoſe 
Husband being Governour of that Province, had 
been Murther'd by tlie Rebels. But what ſhe 
wanted that way was recompens'd by an incom- 
parable Beauty, the beſt Nature in the World 
and the ſtricteſt Vertue, which had won. the 
King's Eſteem, who had a real Paſſion for no o- 
ther but her, he only knew her to be chaſte, for 
every Body elſe thought nothing could be refus'd 
a Monarch. | 19 $ 25:90 
Being, the moſt beautiful of the King's Mi- 
ſtreſſes, ſhe was therefore the chief Object of the 
| Neapolitan Lady's ſealouſie; and one Day, as ſhe 
reproach d the King with his Kindaeſs for 
Eleonor, he confeſs'd to her, That he never could 


obtain the leaſt Favour from her, and that he 


began to be tir'd with Fruitleſs Endeavours. 
This it was that put her fo out of Humour, and 
fearing her Modeſty might gain her his Reſpect, 
ſhe reſolv'd to ruin her, by making him believe 
ſhe was chaſt only to him : For that is the 
Way of ſuch Women, to cry down and _ 
r thoſe 
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thoſe whoſe Vertues make their Vices more con- 


ſpicuous. I was charm'd with her Beauty, at 
the firſt Sight, and being weary of my Mi- 


ftreſs's inſupportable Humours, my Heart readi- 


ly embrac'd a Change. I declar'd my Love to 
Eleonor, who anſwer'd, That If I were ſincere 
| ſhe would return it. Then we appointed a 


Meeting in the ſame Place the next day, when 


the Neapolitan Lady, whoſe Intereſt it was to 
promote our Amour, made ſome Excuſe and 

withdrew. - Eleonor, ſeeing we were alone, 'un- 
boſom'd her ſelf to me, and having proteſted that 


ſhe never had granted the King any Favour, 


Modelty would not allow, aſſur'd me ſhe would 
behave her ſelf in the ſame manner to any Man 
who ſhould court her, unleſs it were with a De- 
ſign to marry. : 

Theſe Principles increas'd my Paſſion, and I 
anſwer'd, That I could wiſh my ſelf worthy 
that Honour, but mult'own to her my Eſtate in 
France was but ſmall, and what I had in Poland 
belong'd to my Children, ſo that my being her 
Husband would prove her Ruin. She reply'd, 
Riches was not what ſhe deſir'd, and that ſhe 
could be content with Neceljarics. I told her, 
She muſt have more aſpiring Thoughts, and that 
all I could do for her Service was, to adviſe her 
to Match her felt to Advantage. She ſaid, It 
was only with that Deſign ſhe had entertain'd 
the King's Addreſſes, tho” ſhe knew her Repu- 
tation ſuffer'd by it, but heing Friendleſs, and be- 
ing not conſcious of any Guile {he had com- 
. mitted, 
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mitted, ſhe hop'd Heaven would forgive, and 
not forſake her. 7 © et 
This made me call my Carmelite to mind, and 
I found their Sentiments ſo conformable, that! 
wept at the ſad Remembrance of that un- 
fortunate Amour. 5 
Eleonor was ſurpriz d at it, and having ask d 
the Reaſon, I told her, It was a conſequence of 
Eſteem I had for her, and the Trouble I was in, 
to ſee my ſelf uncapable of poſſeſſing ſo Generous 
and Vertuous a Wife. This Reply pleas'd her, 
and ſhe told me, That finceI was willing to 
counſel her, ſhe would accept my Offer, provi- 
ded I would adviſe her how ſhe ſhould obtain of 
the King of Spain, that he would make her rich 
enough to eſpouſe me, without being a Charge to 
me; For, ſaid ſhe, I muſt confeſs ] fancy you more 
than any Man I know; I have agreat Deſire to live 
in France, and wiſh for uo greater Satisfaction than 
to ſpend my Life there with jou. Tanſwer'd, I ſaw 
little likelihood of our being marry'd ; which I 
repeated ſo often, that ſhe was offended ar it. 
Do not think, ſaid ſhe, my being ſo willing to have 
' you proceeds from a want of Lovers, I might find 
enough who would not deny me, and one, among the 
reſt, whoſe Quality would aazle the Eyes of any one 
but my ſelf. Then ſhe inform'd me, That the 
eldeſt Son to the Duke de laid cloſe Siege to 
her; and, had ſhe conſented, would have ſtole 
her, bur that ſhe had itil] refus'd it. 
By the concern I was in at hearing this, I 
found I had but too great an Inclination for her; 
yet 
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yet T was Maſter of my ſelf to that degree, as to 
tell her, That ſuch an Offer was not to be ſlighted, 
and that T would uſe my Endeavours to pro- 
J..... : 7 HE 
There, I think, this Viſit and Converſation 
ended; and the Neapolitan Lady having ask'd me, 
How Matters went? I reply'd ; there was no- 
thing to be done with her. This increas'd her 
Rage, and confirm'd her in the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken to undo her; to which end ſhe went, 
and told the King, That Maid, who was. ſo 
proud to him, could ſtoop to other People, and 
that I boaſted of ſome Favours I had obtain'd 
from her. 5 | 
The King, who had a real Eſteem for Elzonor, 
inform'd her of what he had heard, and ſhe be- 
lieving J had done her that Injury, vow'd it was 
all falle, and begg'd his Majeſty to avenge her; 
which he promis'd, Not thinking ſhe had done 
enough, {he excited the Lover, ſhe had told me 
of, againſt me: Who promis'd he would make 
me recant, or would cut out my Tongue. I, the 
while, did not in tlie leaſt ſuſpect my Danger, 
and was fill'd with Love and Admiration, for a 
Lady, who was then contriving my Ruin. | 
One Night, as I was retiring homewards, I was 
ſet upon by Six Men, who, having ſtruck up my 
Heels, bound me, and carry'd me into a Houſe ; 
where the firſt Perſon I ſaw was Eleonor, who 
coming to me in an unexpreſſible Rage, bid me, 
Kepair her Honour, or expect to bꝭ hewn in Pie- 
ces. Upon that, in came the Duke de s Son, 
. "= with. 
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with a Dagger in his Hand, who ſeem'd unwil- 
ling to hear me ſpeak, and deſirous to have dif. 
parch'd me immediately. All T could do in the 
Danger I was in, was to caſt a languiſhing Eye 
upon Eleonor; and I know not whether my 4 
mov'd her Compaſſion, but holding my Adverſa- 
ry's Arm; Speak then, Wretch, ſaid ſhe, How have 
I deſerVdthat Slander from you ? This brought me 
to my ſelf again, and judging ſame Body muſt have 
miſrepreſented me to her, I began not to be ſo 
much afraid, but looking tenderly on her; Wh I, 
Madam ! anſwer'd I, That I ſhould have injur'd your 
Reputation] For Heaven's ſake forbear ſuch Thoughts. 
All the Crime I am Copſcioas of, is having a greater 
Eſteem for you than ſome People will, perhaps, allow ; 
and huving been too. free in ſpeaking your Praiſe, 

I ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch an honeſt Aſſu- 
rance as inclin'd Eleonor to believe me. Bur T for- 
got I was in his preſence who deſign'd to Marr 

her, and I continud my Diſcourſe with fo at 
_ Paſſion, that by clearing my ſelf in the Lady's Opi- 
nion, I grew guilty in that of her Lover, who 
would ſtill be interrupting me, ſay ing; I mult 
Dye. She anſwer'd, It was fit I ſhould be heard, 
and acquainted me with what the Neapolitan La- 

_ dy had told the King; and I vow'd to her, That 

it was an Invention of her own, occaſion'd by her 
Malice and Jeatouſie. This undeceiv'd her quite, 
and being ask'd by her, Whether I would main- 
tain what I ſaid betore the King! I reply'd, I 
would ſtand to my Words, not only in his Maje- 

ſty's Preſence, but before all che World, 4 
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All this confirm'd her Lover's Suſpicion, who 
looking ſpitefully on her, What then, Madam, ſaid 
he, you have ſent for this Man hither, only to let me 
know that he is my happy Rival? Why, reply'd ſhe, 
do you not ſee he is beſides himſelf, and that he careſſes 
me only in Hopes I would ſave his Life? I-perceiv'd 
not my Imprudence, and reflecting only on the 
Affront was given me, in ſaying, I was afraid of 
Death, No, no, anſwer'd I, I am not afraid of Hy- 
ing; I know what I ſay, and were I unbound, addreſ- 
ſing my ſelf to my Rival, we ſhould ſoon ſee which 
of as had the better Heart. At theſe Words the 
I Coward ran at me, to have ſtabb'd me, and 
would certainly have done it, had not the gene- 
rous Eleonor ſtopp d him, and plac'd her ſelf be- 
tween us. The Spaniard, ſeeing ſhe took my 
Part, went aWay threatning her, and carry'd with 
him thoſe who had ſeiz d me. She did what ſhe 
could to call him back, but in vain, and ſo we 
were left alone. Then ſhe unty'd me, and blam'd 
me very much for having declar'd my Love in ſo 
unfit a Seaſon. | 

I comforted her as well as I could, and deſir'd 
her to excuſe my Error, ſince the Vexarion I was 
in, to think ſhe ſhould have thought me guilty of 
ſo great a Baſeneſs, had quite diſtracted me. I 

promis'd her I would let the King know the whole 
Truth, and would revenge her Quarrel with the 
Neapolitan Lady. But ſhe ſaid, We mult let that 
alone for the preſent, and only think of Means to 
ſacrifice her Suitor. I aſſur'd her, I would obey 
all her Commands: The firſt of which, ſhe told 
| " _- = 
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me, ſhould be, Not to ſee her any more. It was 
indeed the hardeſt ſhe could have laid upon me, 
yet I ſubmitred to it. promiſing to oblerve her Or. 
ders, tho? with the Forfeit of my Life. | 
In the mean while, the Duke d4——'s Son 
had quitted her in ſuch a Paſſion (becauſe ſhe had 
not ſuffer'd him to ſtab me) that he gave out, 
He had undeniable Proofs that what I had braggd 
was true. The King came to hear of it, and this 
having confirm'd my Neapolitan Miſtreſs's Slan- 
der, he eaſily believ'd her guilty. So ſhe was e. 
very where defam'd, and 1 became the innocent 
Cauſe of the Wrong ſhe ſuffer'd. I was fore al. 
flicted at it, and tho' I had promis'd never to ſee 
her more, yet I made ſeveral vain Attempts to 
do it, deſigning, if I could, to have offer'd my 
Service to her, in vindicating her Honour, or tak- 
ing Vengeance of her Enemies. 

The King being fully perſuaded IT had enjoy d 
her, thought, that having had that Weakneſs ſhe 
was not impoſſible to be gain'd, and redoubled 
his Applications to her. Thus it is that a vicious 
Love is increasd by that which would extinguiſh 
an honourable Flame. Whether his Majeſty pre- 
vaiPd or not I cannot tell, but ſhe was Marry'da 
Fort night or Three Weeks after, to a Spaniſb Lord, 
and the Wedding was ſcarce over, when the King 
gave him the Government of M—, ordering 
him to his Poſt, while his Lady remain'd at 
Court. OE 
I had then broke off with my Neapolitan Mi- 
ſtreſs, and vow'd never to fee her more; bur the 

us 


ſigns. 
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us d ſuch means to entice me back again, that 1 


was once more wrought upon, and renew'd my 


old Acquaintance with her. 
The King having of late been very cold to her, 


| ſhetold me, She was reſolv'd to refuſe his Penſion, 


and return to Naples. The firſt of theſe I confirmed 
her in, but diſſuaded her from the laſt ; for I could 
not quit Madrid, and fear'd that ſhe being gone I 
ſhould want an Amuſement, and it was impoſſi- 


ble for me to live without an Amour, ſo great is a 


Man's Misfortune who has contracted theſe ill 

Habits, which I would adviſe every one toavoid, 

who has any Reſpect for his Eaſe and Quiet. 
She yielded to ſtay at Madrid, but I ſoon repen- 


ted my being the occaſion of it: For ſhe renew'd 


her Jealouſies againſt Eleonor, and told me, Imuſt 
lend a helping Hand io her undoing. It was in 
vain that I repreſented to her, How Odious and 
Unjuſt was her Deſign, The more I would per- 


ſuade her, the more obſtinate ſhe grew; ſo we fell 


out again, for I would never comply with her 
Deſires. | 
Seeing I had leſt her, ſhe found means to charm 
the young Lord who would have kill'd me. His 
Love to his former Miſtreſs turn'd to an implaca- 
ble Hatred, upon her preventing his Murthering 
me, which was improv'd þy her being Marry'd, 
and the Complacency {ſhe had for the King, all 
which rendred him the fitteſt Ferſon in the 
World, to promote the Veapolitan Lady's De- 
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Being both of a mean Spirit and cruel Tem- 
per, they reſolv'd on no leſs than ſtabbing her. 
1 was inform'd of this by one of her Servants, 
who having bean the Confident of our former A- 

mours, hag ſtill retain'd a Kindneſs for me, and 
thought it my Duty to oppoſe it; firſt, becauſe 1 
ſtood indebted for my Life to her, then on the ac- 
count of the Efteem I ſtill retain'd for that gene- 
rous Lady: And beſides, I was of my ſelf enough 
a Gentlemen, to have hazarded my Perſon for the 
Prevention of an ill Deſign, had I been led to it, 
by neither of the foremention d Motives. 
The firſt thing J did in order to it, was to ac- 
- quaint Eleonor with the Plot, and to counſel her to 
give the King immediate Notice. She did, but 
having own'd to his Majeſty whence ſhe had it, 
he fancy'd I continu'd viſiting her, and this Jea- 
louſie made him believe I had done it only to make 
her value me more, and therefore gave no great 
heed to the Advice. However, he ſpoke of it to 
the Duke d4——, who having told his Son, I had 
diſcover'd his Conſpiracy; that young Lord aſ- 


ſur'd him, it was a groundleſs Imagination, ad- 


ding, He hop d, he had not ſo ill an Opinion of 
him, as to think he could be guilty of ſo baſe an 
Action as Murthering a Woman. 

Thus my Honeſty had no other Reward than 
Hatred on all Hands; the one believing me guil- 
ty of Slander, and the cthers reſolving, through 
my Death, to make a Way to that of Eleonor. Jhe 
ſent me a Meſſenger, to bid me take Care of my 

telt, becauſe his Majeſty had given Orders to have 

me 
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me apprehended, but I conceal'd my ſelf fo well, 
that I avoided both thoſe who were commanded 
to ſeize me, and thoſe who watch'd to take away 
my Life. 

Any-one but my ſelf would have made his EC 
cape ; but being perſuaded I was the only Perſon 
that could prevent the intended Aſſaſſination, the 
Deſire of preſerving a Lady I lov'd, prevail'd 
| more with me than the Care of my own Safety, 

Iremain'd at Maarid, having caus'd a Report that 
] was fled ; ſo the Duke ae 's Son and his Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſecing no body ſtood in their Way, reſolv'd 
afreſh on the Execution of their Project. 

It will, perhaps be wondred at, that they 
ſhould be ſo ſtrongly bent on it, ſince the Advices 
I had given, muſt needs have diſcover'd them to 
be the Authors, had it ſucceeded ; but their Paf- 
ſion ſo blinded them, that they did not foreſee their 


Danger. 


In the mean while, I was depriv'd of the means 

to avert the Fatal Blow, for not daring to be ſcen, 
I could not hear from the Neapolitan Lady's Ser- 
vant. I thougnt at laſt of diſguiſing my ſelf like 
an Algerine-Slave, and accordingly put on a falſe 
Beard, and black d my Face, which, with my 
Cloat hs, ſo alter'd my Countenance, that I ſcarce 
knew my ſelf again. In that Dreſs I weat to Eieo- 
nor, to whom I ſaid, I could not abandon her in 
the Peril ſhe was in; that I deſir d her never to go 
abroad without good Company, and to conceal 
me in her Houſe, for I knew her Lite was aim'd 
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at, and would either ſave her or dye in the At- 
tempt. She did not doubt but her Danger was 
Teal, and pretended her ſelf ill, to have a Pretext 
for ſtaying at Home; ſhe alſo told her Servants 
that I was a Slave, who had brought her a Meſ- 
ſage from her Husband ; and before a Week was 
over ſhe felt the good Effect of her Precaution. 
Some arm'd Men, in the Evening, aſſaulted 
her Servants, and purſu'd them into the very 
Doors, of which having made themſelves Maſters, 
they ſoon were ſo of the whole Houſe. The firſt 
thing they did, was to come up to the Room 
where ſhe lay: and I alone oppos'd their Violence, 
which I did with ſo much Vigour, that the reſt 
of the Family animated thereby, ſeconded me, 
and after a ſharp Diſpute, in which Two of the 
Villains were kill d, the reſt run away. We made 
after them into the Street, where the firſt I met 
was the Duke d4———'s Son, who waited for 
his Companions, being himſelf their Leader in 
this honourable Enterprize. At that Sight, I con- 
fels, I was no longer my own Maſter, but with 
one Blow of my Cymeter laid him down at my 
Feet. The Watch hearing the Noiſe, came im- 
mediately to us, and taking me and one of the La- 
dy's Servants, carry'd us to Priſon. We were 
preſently examin'd, and I had the good Fortune 
not to be known. All the Witneſſes juſtify'd what 
| had done, and I was ſet at Liberty, to the great 
Affliction of the Duke de who was deſirous 


to Revenge his Son's Death; but he was advis'd 
not co make the Story publick, which was fo Inju- | 
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rious to his Son's Memory. I the while had the 
Pleaſure to hear thoſe blam*d who had neglected 
my Advice, and my ſelf pity'd, as having been 
forc'd to fly, for being too honeſt. As for the 
Neapolitan Lady, ſhe had diſappear*d as ſoon as 


| ſhe heard her Lover was kill'd, and was, I ſup- 


poſe, return'd to Naples. 
The Algerine-Slave's Bravery was become 
Town-Talk, and 1 was taken no more Notice of 
than if IJ had been in France, where every Bo- 
dy thought me to be, ſo well was I diſguis'd. 
Eleonor, who alone knew me, could not tell how ?, 
to expreſs her Gratitude. She forc*d me to accept 
of a Golden Cabinet, wherein ſhe had pur a great 
Quantity of Gold and Jewels, which amounted 
to a confiderable Sum, and not content therewith, 
ſhe ſaid, She would acquaint the King with it, 
that he might Recompence me according to my 
Deſerts ; but I bid her have a Care what ſhe did, 
fince that Prince would certainly be extream jea- 


tous, ſhould he hear what I had done for her, and 


thus ſhe would Ruin me, by endeavouring to do 
me Service. She took my Advice, and hearing 


me talk of returning to France, ſhe conjur'd me 


not to leave her, alledging, That the Danger was 
over, and that I might now, without any Ha- 
zard leave off my Diſguiſe, and appear as I had 
done before. I comply'd with her, only deſiring 
ſhe would permit me ſometimes to put it on, that 


1 ͤ might with more Safety wait on her, to waich 


the readily conſented, my important Services hav- 
ing procur'd me her Love. So I remain'd at Ma- 


| (194) 
drid under Two different Shapes, which exposd 
me to ſeveral new Adventures. | 
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0 = HE Recital of my Adventures may have 


given more than one Inſtance, that Men 
ſometimes really have as ſtrange ones, as the moſt 
fantaſtical Authors can have invented : But this 
has not as yet appear d ſo viſibly, as it will do in 
the ſequel of my Hiſtory, eſpecially in the Acci- 
dents that befel me, while at Madrid, I play'd the 
double part, of a Gentleman and an Alzerive- 


Slave. The Reader will, co doubt, be apt to take 


it all for an agreeable Fiction; but having pro- 
mis'd to give him a ſincere Relation of all my A- 
mours, I muſt write as well thoſe which do ex- 
ceed his Belief, as thoſe which may ſeem more pro- 
bable, and J muſt beg of him to give an equal 
Faith to all, being all equally true. 
Being reſolv'd, or rather forc'd, to remain at 
Maarid, becauſe I had not yet acquitted my {elf 
of the Prince's Commiſſion, the Bulineſs about 
the Duke 4e 7s Son was no ſooner ended, but 
I appear'd in publick ; and having obtain'd Audi- 
ence from Don Lewis de Haro, and then from the 
King himſelf, I told his Majeſty I had been forc'd 
EM ö "ho 


( 185 
to abſcond, to avoid the dangerous Effects of his 
| Anger, at the Advices I had formerly given. The 
EKing made me a very good Reception, and, out 
of a pretended Kindneſs, counſell'd me not to have 
any thing more to do with Eleonor, whoſe Acquain- 
tance had involv'd me into ſo many Misfortunes ; 
Beſides, continwd he, the Converſation of that Wo- 
| man will ſoon or late prove fatal, her Husband, tho 
abſent, being extream Jealogs of her. T knew well 
enough whence proceeded the King's Care of my 
Safety, and aſſur'd his Majeſty, I would never 
ſee her any more; I meant, while I remain'd in 
that Dreſs. 5 a | 

I appear*d all Day in French Habit, and ſome- 
times at Night put on my A/zerize Diſguiſe when 
I would fee Eleovor. That laſted, ſome time, 
but the King hearing of it grew jealous, and told 
her, he wondered the Slave ſhould tarry ſo long 
at Madrid, ſince his Liberty had been the firſt Re- 
ward he had received. She ſaid, the occaſion of 
his Stay was a little Traffick he made with the 
Mony her Gratitude had induc'd her to give him. 
The King reſolv'd to be rid of his ſuppos'd Ri- 
val, told her, He would ſend her Two thou- 
{and Ducats more, to preſent him with, and 
that he deſir'd her to ſend him away. The next 
Time, I ſaw her, ſhe gave me the Two thou- 
ſand Ducats and acquainting me with what the 
King had ſaid, begg'd me not to viſit her, nor 
put on my Algerine Habit any more, which I 
promis'd, and ſhe made the King believe the 
Slave was gone. ; 
e Indeed 
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Indeed it was with no little Sorrow, that 1 
| ſaw my ſelf wholly depriv'd of her Converſation. 


She ſhar'd in my Grief ; however, ſince I till re. 


main'd at Maarid, we were comforted with the 
Hopes of another Meeting: But ſhe made me 
ſwear, That as long as the King ſhould forbid it, 
I would not bring her into Trouble, by endeavour- 
ing to ſpeak with her. 


Thus did I again relapſe into an Idleneſs, 
which had been the occaſion of all my former 
Engagements, but ſoon found freſh Employ- 
ment in a new Amour. Thad contracted ſome 
Familiarity with a Spaniard, whole Quality I 
ſhall conceal, and call him Don Anthonio Manri- 
que, that theſe Memoirs, meerly deſign'd for the 
Publick Good, may not give Offence to any one. 

He was willing I ſhould fee his Wife, whom we 
ſhall name Dona Iſabella, and frequently convers'd 
with her, but never in Private, her Husband or 
ſome Servant being always preſent. Among other 
things, ſhe talk'd much of the A/zerize-Slave, ſay- 
ing, She had ſeen him once, and that his Air and 
Preſence, as well as the glorious Action he lad 
done, ſhew'd him to be no mean Perſon. 

I imagin*d by this, that ſhe knew of my having 
been thus diſguis'd ; and, the better to clear my 
Doubt, reply'd, I had been very intimate with 
him, while he was at Madrid. What then, ſaid 
ſhe, is he gone? She ſpoke theſe Words with ſome 
Concecn, which (ſtill ſuppoſing ſhe was not Ig- 
norant Who he was) I took to be affected. I an- 

SS : {wer'd, 
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ſwer'd, He was gone, and would never be ſeen in 
Spain any more; at which ſhe felt a viſible Grief, 
and told me, ſhe would gladly have had the Con- 
verſation of ſo extraordinary a Man. I knew 


not what to think of the Sorrow ſhe was in at 


the Slaves Departure; but having ſtill the ſame 
Thoughts as before, believ*d ſhe had a Mind to 
be better acquainted with me, and deſign'd, by 
that Feint, ro inform me of her Intentions. But 
[ ſoon found out my Miſtake, for having taken an 
Opportunity, as I was taking my leave, to tell 
her, That I was oblig'd to her on my Friend's 
Score, and if ſhe would appoint the Time and 
Place, would ſend him to her, ſhe pulbd me 
back, asking me whether he really was ſtill at Ma- 
arid. This Action was ſo natural, that I was now 
convinc'd ſhe had taken a Fancy to the Slave, 
having no Knowledge that I was the Perſon, 
who had appear'd under that. Diſguiſe. I was 
confirm'd in theſe ſecond Thoughts, when hav- 
ing told her, That I knew where he liv'd, and 
would bring him to her when ſhe pleas'd ; ſhe 
anſwer'd, I might ſpare my felt that Trouble, 
by letting her know his Lodging. I reply'd, he 


liv'd ata Merchant's, whom I nam'd to her; to 
whom I preſently went, and pray'd him, It any 


one came to enquire for an Algerize, to anſwer 
he was not at Home, and bid thein come again 
the next Night, when he would certainly be 

within, | | | 1 
Two Days after I viſited my Merchant, who 
told me, No Body had come as yet. This made 
me 


e 
me once more think, that ſhe meant to my ſelf 


the Paſſion ſhe expreſs'd for the Slave; and 1 
waited on her, in hopes of a fuller Diſcovery, 


- 


It fell out there was no Body by, and to make 


| Uſe of that Opportuuity, I took no notice of 

what ſhe had ſaid concerning the Algerine, but de- 
clar'd my Paſſioſl to her. She entertainꝰd my Love 
with an unſupportable Pride, aſſuring me, She 
would acquaint her Husband-with my Inſolence; 
and that if ever I preſum'd to ſet my Foot within 
her Doors, I ſhould repent it. Then, without 
giving me the Leiſure to reply, ſhe roſe up, and 
puſh: me out of the Room, as tho? I would have 
done her Violence. Her Husband entring in that 
very Moment, ſhe told him, That I would have 
'debauch'd her; on which he ſwore, That were 
it not in reſpec to the Prince I ſerv'd, he would 
have my Throat cut. I reply'd, my Guilt was 
not ſo great as he imagin'd;_ that what I had 


ſaid to his Lady was only ſuch Compliments as 


uſd in France to be beſtow'd on all Women, and 
had no Relation at all to what ſhe ſpoke of; and 
as a Proof that I meant honeſtly, I would never 


return to his Houſe. Manrique ſeem'd ſatisfyd 


with theſe Excuſes, and I took my Leave of 
him, inrag'd at his Wife's Behaviour, and re- 
ſolv'd to be more wary for the future, being in a 
Country where Love · Intrigues are very perilous. 
Yet, methought, I was the more charm'd with 
her for it; I had fancy'd her that Day fairer than 
ſhe us'd to ſeem, and I found that Love is increas d 


by nothing ſo much as Oppoſition. 


Thus 
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Thus was I Wrack'd with Love and Deſpair, 
when the aforeſaid Merchant gave me notice, 


That a Woman was come to ſpeak with the Al- 


erine, and, according to my Orders, he had de- 
ſir d her to call again the next Evening. I could 
not doubt but I/abella had ſent this Meſſage, and 
went the next Day to the Merchant's, where I re- 
main'd under my Diſguiſe, waiting for the Meſ- 
ſenger's Return, . and accordinzly a Duena came, 
and aſſur d me, That if I pleas'd ſhe would carry 
me to a beautiful Lady, who had an earneſt Deſire 
to ſee me. I anſwer'd I would readily ſubmit to 
her Directions; and ſhe, without replying, beck- 
on'd to me that I ſhould follow her. I did; and 
having gone through many By-Alleys, we ſtop d 
under a low Balcony, out of which, the Oaena 
having cough'd once or twice, a Rope-Ladder 
was thrown down; I was bid to get up, and o- 

bey'd haſtily, being ſpur'd on by the Impatience 
[ had to know if it really was 1/abella, = 
[ enter'd into the Room, and-by the means of a 
dim Light knew her to be the ſame. She told me, 
Thar tho” ſhe had never ſeen me but once, as! 
paſs'd along the Street, ſhe had been extreamly 
taken with my good Mien, and that the Heroick 
Action I had done, perſuaded her ſhe might en- 
truſt me with her Reputation. I could ſcarce be 
perſuaded but ſhe knew me; yet ſpeaking en a 
feign d Voice, as I had always done while I wore 
that Habit, I reply'dI was very much oblig'd to 
her, for the good Opinion ſhe had of me, but yer 
could not but reſent the Injury ſhe had done = 
ine 


as ſhe lov'd me. 
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the deareſt Friend I had, naming my ſelf. What 
then, anſwer'd ſhe, did he tell you of it ? Yes, Ma. 
dam, reply dI, and that has ſomething abated the 
Eſteem I had for you. Ha! faid ſhe, do you they 
nom me? I told her, I did, and that my Friend 
had ſhew'd her to me, one Day, as ſhe was com. 
ing out of Church. And where were you then, cryd 
. The, that 1 did not ſee you? J reply'd, ſhe went by 
in ſuch haſte, that ſhe took no notice of her Ad. 
mirers. Bat, continu'd ſhe, I was told you was 
gone, It is true, anſwer'd I, that it is thoaght ſo, 
ſome Reaſons having oblig d me to abfcond, but through 
the Deſire of knowing the Woman who had diſobligd 
my Friend, I ventur d abroad under a Diſguiſe. She 
ask*d me, if I had found her ſo deſpicable a Per. 
fon. Jaſſur'd her, I had done Juſtice to her Beau- 
ty, and was very ſorry that ſo handſom a Lady 
ſhould be ſocruel. Accuſe me not of Cruelty, ſaid 
ſhe, you ſee what Hazard I run for your ſake, and 
were undone, did you inform your Friend of all this. 
Never miſtruſt me, Madam, reply d I, but if you 
would oblige me, let me know what reaſon you had to 
wſe him ſo ill. She anſwer'd, I was my felt the 
Occaſion of it, and that ever fince {he had ſeen 
me, ſhe had taken an Averſion for all other Men, 
and having no Inclination for my Friend, had 
been glad, at once to get rid of him, and give 
her Husband a good Opinion of her Virtue. | 
enquir'd into the Cauſe of her Hatred to him, 
and ſhe reply'd, She could not fancy him, that 
ſhe could not tell why, but ſhe hated him as much 


This 
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This Diſcourſe indeed ſurpriz d me, to ſee that 
the fame Woman, who found me ſo unworthy of 
her Eſteem, while I was habited like a Gentle- 
man, ſhould have ſuch a Fondneſs for me, under 
the naſty Garb of a deſpicable Slave. But our 
Paſſions are wholly unaccountable, eſpecially thoſe 
of Women. My Diſpleaſure was ſo great to hear 
my felt thus diſpis'd, that I was tempted to diſ- 
cover who 1 was, and tho” I forbore it at the pre- 
ſent, I could not keep from contradicting her bad 
Opinion of me, being as jealous of the Slave's 
Happineſs, as if it had been another. This hin- 
dred me from anſwering 1/abella's Paſſion as 1 
ſhould have done, and ſhe ſoon perceiv*d that my 
chiefeſt Care was to give her better Thoughts of 
my Friend. She was ſo diſſatisfy'd at it, that ſhe 
told me, I did not deſerve the Honour ſhe did me, 
ſince my Zeal was greater for my Friend than for 
her. I perceiv'd my Error, and endeavour to 
repair my Fault; but ſhe ſaid, She dar'd not truſt 
me, and if I deſir'd to regain her Favonr, I muſt 
conceal this Adventure from my Friend, and not 
once name him in her Preſence. I promis'd I 
would obey her, and ſhe ſaid, We mult put off 
our farther Converſation to another Time, and 
that I ſhould hear from her the next Day. It was 
very unwillingly that I parted ; but being torc'd 
tocomply, I return'd to my Merchant's. 

The Reader will wonder at what I am going to 
relate, if he conſiders not that Selſ- love and Self- 
conceit, are ſtill our predominant Paſſions. I 
was aſham'd of ſtanding indebted ro my Diſguiſe 

| | tor 
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for the Enjoyment of my Miſtreſs, and reſoly'g 
if I was ſent for any more, to return in my own 
Cloaths. In this Humour I remain'd all Day at 
the Merchant's, and the Duena being come at 
Night, I put on my falſe Beard and a Veſt, which 


cover'd my other Cloaths, and thus habited, I 


followed her; but before I got up the Ladder, 1 
left them in the Street. Iſabella came with eager. 
neſs to receive me, and knowing me again, ſcrea. 
med out, ſaying, ſhe was undone and betray'd. 


I conjur'd her not to make any Noiſe, and ſhe. 


came to her ſelf again. I ſee, ſaid ſhe then, tha 
the Villain has greater Rindneſs for you than mt, 


ſince he has reveal d this Secret to you ; but if you love 


me, you will aſſiſt me in being reveng'd of that perf. 
dious Wretch, and that is the only way for you to gain 
my Eſteem. I will, anſwer'd I, when ever you 
pleaſe. I love you above all that can be dear to mi, 


and had he a thouſand Lives, I would ſacrifice them 


all to your Reſentment ; only let me know how ſo baſe 
a Man can have merited a Heart you refuſe me. Go, 
reply'd ſhe, and fetch me his Head, and you ſhall ſet 
mat I will do for vou. 5 

I ſmil'd at her Miſtake, which I thought it now 
Time to bring to a Concluſion, and aſſur'd her, 
I could not bring his Head otherwiſe than on my 
own Shoulders, that I was the fame who came to 
her the Night before, and who alone deſerv'd her 
Kindneſs. Ar which ſhe was fo aſtoniſh'd, that 
ſhe ſcarce heard whar I ſaid. Her Surprize being 
at laſt over, ſhe told me, it was impoſſible, and 


that before ſhe could believe me, ſhe muſt ſee me 
' EN iN 
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in the ſame Habit I had then. I anſwer'd, It was 
novery hard Task, and that I had left it under 
the Balcony. She deſir'd me to fetch i it, but I was 
ſcarce down, e're ſhe pulPd up the Ladder, and 
withdrew. I was ſurpriz d at it, and believ'd ſhe 
ſtil] continu'd in the Opinion that the Slave and 
[ were two different Perſons, and that I had made 
uſe of the Paſſion {he had for him, to deceive 
her. 

It was ſo dark I could not tell where I was, 

and being deſirous to know the Houſe, I re- 
ſolv'd to remain there till it was Day, having 
firſt put on my falſe Beard and Veſt ; but I had 
not waited long before I heard a Noiſe, and ſaw - 
ſome Men with drawn Swords in their Hands, 
juſt upon me. I threw off my Diſguiſe, which 
was troubleſome to me, and drawing my Sword, 
| run at the foremoſt of them, and before the reſt 
could come about me, made the belt of my Way 
home. 
Manrique was the Man I had wounded ; for 1 
was no ſooner down, but his Wife, enrag'd to 
be thus impos'd on, went to him, ſaying, 1 had 
attempted to climb into the Balcony , and was; 
ſhe believ'd, ſtill in the Street, with che tame De- 
ſign. He immediately took Fire, and attended 
by ſome of her Servants, was come out to mur- 
ther me; but the Care they took of their wou:'s 
ded Maſter, had favour'd my Eſcape. 

They took up the Beard and Velt, which they 
carry'd to 1/abella, who remembring that was the 
very Habit ſhe had ſeen her Alzerine in, and com- 
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paring his Shape and Features with mine, be. 
gan to believe what I had ſaid might be true. 

Manrique, through what Deſign I know not, 
conceal'd my being concern'd'in that Accident, 
and it was ſoon reported, That the ſame Alzerin: 
who had kill'd the Duke des Son at Eleonor's 

had wounded him. But every Body thinking 
him gone, took all this to be a Fancy of Mauri. 
que's, who was content with owing me a ſecret 
Grudge, tho' his Wound had prov'd but very 
| Night. Fearing the fatal Conſequences of a Spani- 
ard's Reſentment, I ſtill kept on my Guard; but 
I was freed from that Care, by a Perſon I ſhould 
leaſt have expected it from, where I had another 
Inſtance of the capaciouſneſs of a Womans Tem. 
r. | 
Iſabella, in the mean while, being now con- 
vinc'd I was tie ſame with the Slave ſhe doted 
on, felt for me the raging Paſſion ſhe former. 
ly had for him, and heartily griev'd at having 
rendred her Husband jealous of me. She then 
thought of ſeveral Ways to correct her Error, 
and at laſt pitch'd upon a very ſtrange one; 
which being reſolv'd on, her next Care was how 
ſhe ſhould ſee me, and acquaint me at once with 
her Plot, and the Love ſhe had for me. 

She eaſily obtain'd her Deſire, and having un: 
derſtood I was at the Merchants, came there, to ciſ 
my great Wonder, habited like a Daena. She ¶ ma 
began by proteſting ſhe was unacqainted with her Wthi 
Husband's Intentions to murther me; but being her 
better inſorm'd, I would not let her go on, bo tha 
| . | | Ine 
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ſhe had confeſs'd the Truth, which at laſt ſhe 
id, as I have juſt related it; and then continu'd 
er Diſcourſe in this manner. e 
«It is true, I took a Fancy to that Slave, not knows 
ing it was zou; but forgive that one Fault, and you 
ſhall henceforth be the only Object of my Love, Thave 
rendred you ſuſpicious to my Husband, but I know 4 
certain Means whereby you may regain his Confidence, + 
if you will bat follow my Advice, Tou muſt endea- 
vour to meet him at ſome of your common Acquaint- 
ances, There you ſhall wholly diſown to him that you 
ever had any Deſizn upon my Honour, and proteſt that 
it is a falſe Accuſation Icharg d you with, finding you 
mere acqaainted with an Intrigue I had with the Alge- 
rine. Tou may deſire him, for his greater Satifacti- 


on, to examine the Duena, whoſe Name is Beatrix, 
and I will inſtruct her how ſhe ſhall anſwer him and 

jaſtifie you. J 1 
he Project ſeem'd to me ſomething Dange- 
rous, and I ask'd her, Whether ſhe had well 
weigh'd all the ill Conſequences that might attend 
it. She deſir'd me to do what ſhe would have 
me, and aſſur'd me I ſhould not receive any Inju- 
ry by it. J told her I would conſider of it, but 
could not take my Reſolution ſo ſuddenly, and fo 

we parted. TE 
This gave my thinking Faculty no little Exer- 
ciſe, for I could not comprehend how this Wo- 
man could be willing that her Husband ſhould 
think her falſe to him, as he muſt naturally do if 
her Deſign took Effect; and beſides, I fear'd, 
that did I ſucceed, it would but make him the 
„ mere. 
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more jealous, and thus I ſhould be depriv'd of the 
Advantage I expected by it. But after all, ] 
thought I might truſt her, ſince ſhe ought to 
know her Husband better than I did, and I judg'd 
it worth my while to venture ſomething in order 
to free my ſelf from the continual Apprehenſions 
I lay under. But, to ſpeak the Truth, my Love 
Vas the chief Motive-that induc?d me to it, and 
flatter d with the Eſteem ſhe had for me, while 
ſhe took me for an Algerine, I was impatient of 
confirming it under my true Shape. 
I I ſought for an Opportunity of entertaining 
Manrique, which having found, I told him, I had 
ſomething of Moment to impart to him. Then, 
ſeeing he was willing to hear me, I did accord. 
ing to his Wife's Directions, aſſure him, That, 
as for my part, I never had any Engagement 
with her, but being the only Man who was ac: 
quainted with her Intrigue with the Algerin, 
the Slave having own'd it to me, .ſhe had charged 
me with this falſe Accuſation, on purpoſe that he 
ſhould not give any Credit to the Notice I might w 
have given him of her ill Conduct. Manriqus ¶ w 
upon hearing this, embrac'd me with all imaginsM di 
ble Kindneſs, ſaying, he was now no longer at: I « 
Loſs, to know why he who had wounded hin, ge 
had let fall a Veſt; but that beſides, a falſe Beard w. 
had been found, which made him miſtruſt tha to 
{ome Body elſe was come to ſee his Wife unde; 
that Diſguiſe. Then he ask'd me, How long! 
was ſince the Slave had abſented himſelf? I 
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being wounded, and that as for the falſe Beard, 


he muſt not wonder at that, the A/perize uſing 


them ſometimes when he deſir d not to be known. 
Manrique ſeem'd now to be fully ſatisfy d, but ſaid, 
If I would oblige him throughly, I muſt contrive 
the Slave's Return to Madrid, that he might be 
reveng'd of him. I promis'd to uſe my Endea- 
vours, and he begg'd me to remain his Friend, 
and viſit him with the ſame Freedom I formerly 
had done, aſſuring me he would not ſpeak of this 


| to his Wife, till he could produce the Slave to con- 


oo 1 E 

The Eaſineſs with which he ſeem'd to credit 
what I ſaid, made me ſuſpect his Sincerity, and 
it was ſome time before I dar d truſt either him or 
his Spouſe ; but my eager Love did at laſt over- 
come my Jealouſies. I continu'd my Viſits, being 
free from Suſpicion, had the Liberty of conver- 
ling with his Wife, and thus we enjoy'd for ſome 
times the Fruits of our Artifice. But Manrique 


grew at length impatient of the Slave's Abſence : 


I told him, I could not help it; and that let me 
write to Algier never ſo often, I had no Anſwer, 
which made me believe he was dead. But this 
did not content him, and he told me, That ſince 
I could not hear from him, I mult help him to 
get rid of his Wife; that he would tax her with 
what I had inform'd him of, and that I muſt ſtand 
to what I had ſaid. „„ E 
I conjur'd him not to carry things to that Extre- 
mity ; but he was inexorable, and all I could do 
was to acquaint 1/abe/z with ir, She heard me 
| . 93 with 
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without the leaſt Concern, her Plot being ſo con- 


triv'd, that I was to be the Object of her Hus. 
band's Revenge. Her Anſwer was, That ſhe 
neither fear'd me nor her Husband, and knew 


well enough how to diſappoint our Deſigns. 
was aſtoniſh'd at this Reply, and thinking ſhe 
had miſtaken me, repeated over again what I had 
been ſaying to her, vowing I would rather die 


than aſſiſt her Husband to her Prejudice. She 


ſeem'd well pleas'd at it, and anſwer'd, If I did 
not bear Witneſs againſt her, ſhe had nothing to 
fear. Treply'd, I wondred how ſhe could ſup. 
poſe I ſhould ever think of doing her any Injury; 
and thus we parted. | is 
But this Woman was more miſchievous than! 
could ever have imagin'd. I was no ſooner gone 
ere ſhe went to her Husband, and told him, ſhed. 
ding abundance of Tears, ſhe found her ſelf bound 
in Duty and Conſcience to acquaint him, That 
he entertain'd a Man whoſe whole Study was to 
contrive his Shame. I know, continu'd ſhe, wh 
he has made you believe, to gain your good Opinion 
he has omn'd it to me himſelf, thinking me ſo mad a 


to love him, He was the only Algerine that ever 


game to me, for it was under that Diſguiſe that ſi 
would have got up into my Chamber. From his Hani 
you receiv a your Wound, All this I knew, and if | 
have ſince endur'd his Company, the Reaſon was, bi. 
eauſe you were ſo infatuated with him, that I could i 
uo otherwiſe ; but his Impudence is at length gromn it 
ſuch a Pitch, that I can bear with it no longer. 


Al 
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All the Lies ſhe impos'd on his Belief, ſeem'd 


to him ſoſprobahle, that he wondred how he e- 


ver had ſuſpected her Virtue, ſeeing ſhe ever had 
given him notice of my endeavouring to cuckold 


bim; and being now fully perſuaded of what ſhe 


had ſaid, he tenderly embrac'd her, vowing he 
would be reveng'd on me. I, in the mean while, 
ſuſpecting nothing of all this, yet fearing Manrique 
would execute his Deſign he had made me ac- 
quainted with, I kept from his Houſe; and it was 
above a Week ſince the laſt Viſit I paid him, when 


| Ireceiv'd a Note from Elconor, to give me No- 


tice, That my Death was decreed, and that I had 
beſt quit Spain with all poſſible Diligence. 

+ Tho? it was very preſſing, I could not truſt to 
it, but reſolv'd to ſpeak with the Perſon that ſent 
it me. I had not ſeen her ſince the Promiſe I had 
made not to viſit her ; but upon the Receipt of 
her Letter, J put on my A/zerize Habit, and wait- 


| ed on her, pretending I came from her Husband. 


Hearing I was there, ſhe ran down to me, and 
inform'd me in a few Words, that Manrique had 
given out, I was the Perſon who under the Diſ- 
guiſe of an Alzerint Slave had kilPd the Duke 
ae——$ Son; that the King was acquainted 
with it, and grew extream jealous thereupon ; 
that he had quarrelPd with her, accuſing her of 
having harbour'd me under that Diſguite, and 
had not ſeen her fince, ſo that ſhe thought her ſeit 
wholly out of Favour; and that as for me, the 
King, the Duke 4e and Manrique, had a- 
greed I ſhould be murther'd; fo that my Ruin 
| "2 Was 
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was unavoidable, if I did not immediately fly out 


of the Kingdom. 5 
By the manner of her Delivery, I judg'd I had 


no Time to loſe, and that it was my beſt way to 


take her Counſel and be gone; but my Sorrow at 
leaving her, and at my being the innocent Cauſe 
of all the Trouble ſhe had receiv'd, made me ve- 
ry loth to part, which ſhe perceiving grew angry 
with me; telling me, She {aw I did not care 


what became of her, ſince I would remain there, 


tho” I knew ſhe were loſt, if it reach'd the King's 
Ears that ſhe had ſpoke with me; which ſaid, ſhe 
retir d, ordering me to be gone. 
I Was vex'd at Heart to {ee my ſelf thus ſeverd 


from a Perſon, for whom I till retain'd an un- 


feigned Paſſion, and from whom I had ſome 
Reaſon to expect an equal Return; and the Deſire 
of ſeeing her once more, and bidding her a more 
tender Adieu, prevail'd with me above the Dread 
of my Danger. I had not the Power to go out 
of Town, and my Love blinded me to that De. 
gree, that [ endeavour*d to find out ſome plaul: 
ble Excuſe for my Stay. . 

The Prince's Buſineſs were a Pretext ſufficient 
to ſatisfy my ſelf; and however uſcleſs I might bc 
to him, yer my fond Imagination made me fancy 
he could not he without me, whenever my Do- 
tage would nor ſuffer me to think of a Retreat. 
Here I again experienc'd, That Love ſoon grow; 
ſtroager than all our other Paſſions, when we 
yield our ſelves up to it; and thoſe who once (ul: 
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fer it to gain Ground, muſt expect it will make 
them deaf to all other Conſiderations. 

But tho' the Hope of giving Eleonor another 
Viſit were the chief Motive of my remaining 
there, yet that of being reveng'd on I/abel/a did 
not a little conduce to it, and, after all, that was 
my greateſt Care; ſo unſteddy was I in my Wiſh- 
es and Reſolutions. I had indeed ſeveral ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons to hate that Woman, yet I re- 
ſented nothing ſo much as her preferring the A- 
gerine before me. | I 
Thinking ſhe was not fully ſatisfy'd that the 
Algerine and I were the ſame Perſon, Iattempted, 
by deceiving her once more, to work my Ends, 
and to that purpoſe ſent her the following Let- 
ter. | ET = 


Madam, 


- + 


But tho) the Hand may be unknown, the Per- 
fon I hope is not; I am Acma-Hamet, once happy in 
jour Love, and whe have been oblig'd to abſcond thro 
the Perfidiouſneſs of one, I, (tho undeſervedly) calld 
my Friend, However, I have nom put it out of his 
Power ts injure me, ſince he is ignorant of my being 

here; which I have taken all poſſible Care to conceal 


from every one, {ave the Perſon for whoſe ſale I have 


ventur d hither. I lodge with Alonſo Riberos, and 
{if you can ſtill love me) expect ſhortly to hear from 


jou. My Landlord thinks. I come from Morocco, 


and 


\ O U will perhaps be ſurpriz'd at receiving this. 


1 
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ſhe ever had a real Love. 


. 
and am call Muley Aſan. Under that Name it is] 
muſt be enquir d for. 5 — 


This being ſafely deliver d, I went and lay at 
Alonſo Riberos, whom I had made believe that] 
was a Moxgcco Merchant, and was come to Ma. 
arid, about ſome Buſineſs relating to my Trade. 
Thus under this new Diſguiſe, I was ſafe from 
my Perſecutors ; I ſatisfy'd the Fancy I had to re. 


main there, and fed the Hopes of compaſſing my 


Deſigns. 1 
When I reflect on my Madneſs, Iam convincd 


that any one Paſſion is ſufficient to make a young 


Man venture on the moſt deſperate Undertak- 
ings ; for the more perilous my Projects were, 
the more eager was I to put them in Execution; 
and certainly Age and Wiſdom can alone reclaim 
a Man from this ridiculous Romantick Undaunt- 
edneſs. | : 

I was not long at Riberos's before I had an An- 
{wer to my Letter. It came ſafe to 1/abella's Hands, 
and it is not to be wondred at, if having formerly 
thought the Alzerize Slave and I to be two diffe- 
rent Perſons, ſhe was confirm'd in that Opinion 
by the Receipt of this Letter. She rejoy'd doubly 
that her Plot againſt me had ſo well ſucceeded, 


. fince her Husband being now fully perſuaded I 


was the Algerine who had been ſo much talk'd on, 
would never ſuſpect her Intrigue, and that ſhe 
might quietly enjoy the Man, for whom alone 


"The 
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and I was carry'd, as at other Times, to the low 
Balcony. Iſabella, taking me for the Slave ſhe 
Had formerly ſeen, receiv'd me with all poſſible 
Demonſtrations of Kindneſs, and related to me 
all that had happen'd during my Abſence, and 


how ſhe would have procur'd the French Count's , 


Death, by making her Husband believe that it 
was he who had diſguis'd himſelf under the Habit 
of an Algerine Slave. Then ſhe blam'd me for 
my Indiſcretion, in having acquainted that French 
Lord with our firſt Interview, and thus given him 
the Means how to eome to the Rendezvous ſhe 
had deſign d to none but my ſelf. 

My Love was ſo well extinguiſh'd, that her 


Diſcourſe prov'd but a Diverſion to me; and be- 


ing no longer jealous of my ſelf, I reſolv'd to ſee 
how far her Blindneſs and Impudence would go. 
Thegg*d a thouſand Pardons for being fo talka- 
tive. But after all, Madam, continu'd I, yoa have 
no great Reaſon to 2 angry with me, for having im- 
proved jour Acquaintance with that Frenchman; 
(ince, as I have been told, he did not wholly diſpleaſe 
jou, and you have been pretty intimate together. 
She deny d ſhe ever had lov'd him, aſſuring me, 
her admitting him, was only with a Deſign to 
undo him, of which ſhe had ar laſt found an Op- 
portunity. I grew very uneaſy at hearing her 
| tell ſo many Lies, and ſo openly confeſs her Perfi- 
diouſneſs; yet I did not diſcover my ſelf, but at 
laſt took my Leave, ſhe not in the leaſt ſuſpecting 
me. 1 
1 thought 


The Duena Beatrix was ſent to Alonzo Riberos,. 
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I thought Things were: now in a fair way for 


my intended Revenge, and began to conſider how 
I ſhould make uſe of my Advantage. Alonzo Ri. 


heros traded much in Foreign Countries, ſo that 


ſeveral Strangers uſually reſorted thither, which 
had made me chuſe his Houſe, the better to de. 
ceive Iſabella. Among others, a certain Alperine 
viſited him frequently, whoſe dull Look made me 
judge him moſt fit for my Purpoſe. 

I had a very underſtanding Man to my Valet d- 
Chambre, whom I wholly confided in. Him! 


inform'd of my Intentions, and accordingly he 


fell into Diſcourſe with the A/peri?, telling him; 
That one of the greateſt Beauties in Spazz look'd 
for a Man of Algier, having a great Appetite for 
a Gallant of that Country. This Propolition was 
not ſo great a Temptation to him, as a ſmall Pre- 
ſeat my Man made to him, with a Promiſe of as 
much more, if he would do what ſhould be de- 
lied of him, and be diſcre ert. 
The African promis'd an exact Performance, 
and my Man order'd him to wait at Alonzo Ribe- 
70s's, having firſt told him what he ſhould do. 
Then he acquainted me with the Succeſs of his 
Negotiation, and Beatrix being come at her uſual 
Hour, which was always in the Dusk of the 
Evening, I ſent the true Algerize in my ſtead; 
who was carry'd to the Houſe, and, as he had 
been directed, climb'd up the Rope Ladder into 


* 


ber. ey 


the Balcony, and thence went into 1/abe{{a"s Cham 


My 
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My Servant, who had dogg'd him, no ſooner 


ſau him ſafe, but he carry'd a Note I had given 


him for Manrique; by which I gave him Advice, 
That the famous Alzerine Slave was then actually 
with his Wife. The Cuckold was in Bed, but 
my Man, having told his Servants that it was a- 
bout Matters of great Concern, they wak'd him 
and deliver d it. The Hopes he had of ſurprizing 
me, rendred him more diligent, He order'd part 
of his Servants to wait under the Balcony, while 
himſelf, with two or three of them, went into 
his Lady Chamber... -- £ 

While Things were in that Poſture on his fide, 
let us ſee a little what happen'd on Habellas. She 
did not at firſt ſuſpect the Cheat; but finding that 
Man was neither in Shape nor Voice like her dear 
Slave, ſhe fetch'd a Candle, and at firſt Sight diſ- 


cover'd his Miſtake. Her Surprizal was not fo 


great as 1t would have been, had ſhe been leſs ac- 
cuſtom'd to theſe kind of Intrigues. She ask'd 
him how he came there? And he confeſs'd that 
one Muley-Aſan, an Inhabitant of Morocco, had, 
through the means of one of his Servants, engag'd 
him 1n that Enterprize. 2 
What a Grief was it to Habella, that the only 
Man ſhe doated on, ſhould be ſo ungrateful as to 
expoſe her thus! But ſhe conceaPd her Affliction 
from the Algerine, and telling him, T hat thoſe 
who had perſuaded him to what he did, only 
| ſought his Ruin, order'd him to be gone. His 
Danger made hini more quick of Apprebenfiun 
than he had before appear'd to be; and without 


giving 
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( 
giving her the Trouble of repeating it a ſecond 
Time, he ſoon found the Way down the Rope- 
Ladder, which I/abe//a immediately drew up. 

He was juſt ſetting his Foot on the Ground, 
and ſhe ſhutting her Balcony-Door, when Man. 
rique's Men ſeiz d on him, and their Maſter en- 
tred into her Chamber. He found her a in Diſor- 
der, which confirm'd his Jealouſies, and was go- 
ing to examime her, when his Men brought up 
him they had ſeiz d in the Street. It is not poſſi.- 
ble to expreſs the Surprize he was in, to ſee it was 
not I: He doubted not but thoſe who had gſſur'd 
him, the Algerine Slave was no other than my {elf 
under that Diſguiſe, had impos'd on his Belief, 
and this aggravating Circumſtance increas'd his 
Wife's Guilt more than he had thought her. He 
reſolv*d to carry his Revenge to the utmoſt, and 


having faſtned her Chamber-Door upon her, kept 
the Algerine cloſely confin d. The next Day it 


was reported, That the noted Algerine Slave, 
who had kill'd the Duke 4e s Son, had been 
caught in Bed with Maurique's Wife, and was 


then in Cuſtody at his Houſe. This made a great 


Noiſe, and Eleonor, who heard of it, concluded 
it to be me, who, not having follow'd her Ad- 
vice, had imbroiPd my ſelf into freſh Troubles, 


It came alſo to the King, and gave him new Suſ- 


picions againſt Eleonor, who, he fancy'd, {till con- 
ceal'd me in her Houle. 
The Duke de no ſooner heard of it, but de- 


ſirous to vent his Spleen againſt his Son's Mur- 
therer, he came to Manrique, and having both ex- 
amin'd 
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amin'd the innocent Priſoner, they diſcover'd 
their Error. As for 1/abella, ſhe was under a con- 
tinual Fear, lelt he ſhould have declar'd who had 


| ſent him, and her falſe Lover, being ſeiz'd, ſhould 


have confeſs'd the whole Truth. 

What ſhe dreaded came to paſs, but having 
foreſeen it, I had remov'd my Lodging ; and 
| ſoon after was inform'd, it was the publick Diſ- 
courſe, that I had perſonated one Male)-Aſan, and 
had taken a Lodging at Riberos, on purpoſe to act 
this Tragedy. By this I judg'd it high Time for 
me to be gone, and having ſent my Servants be- 
fore, I left Madrid the next Day, accompany d 
only by my Valet de Chambre. 


Tarriv'd at Bayonne, deſigning thence to go for 
Guienna, Where I expected to meet with the 
Prince, who, with his Army, made Head againſt 


| the Duke de Vendoſme. Berg was then beſieg d, 


which was in July 1653. But I was fore d to 


continue there ſome Time, being fallen ill, and 


wrote to the Prince to repreſent to him part of the 


Reaſons which had oblig'd me to quit Madrid. 


| The Anſwer I had from him was, That I might 
either go to Paris, or the Duke de Vendoſme's Ar- 
| my, and that he wouid not be the Occaſion of my 
being of a different Party from my Brother ; 
whence I judg'd he was not over-well fatisfy'd 
with my Negotiation, : 


It may well be thought 1 was vex'd that I ſhould 
have diſpleas'd him, and often curs'd thoſe Ad- 


ventures which had occaſion d my Negligence. 
1 Then 


= r - 1 — — — 
9 1 — —— K = l \ ad 
= < 5 - = = tw q \ - 
— — 2 POT — 3 hed . I — — — 
r — . — — = 
\ —— d - n = _ - n \ 8 Fo Ls « * 1 
= => - = — 3 1 Ss — l | 
ring . _ — Was, © & 2 N * * y 
— - — 2 — — - = — — — = = = > — 5 1 —_ x; 
— — wy Fan * — + — ID EI — . "IF > _ — —_— - | a 
——— — — — : os * 4 — —— — — — a — — — — — — — — —— 
—— — —„— — — — n 3 4 = 2 2 —. et Preteen — — = _ 
— : — —> at. ” * — Ws «a — —— — — — — 
* a — + gry = — js T 
. - b ho. — = —— ———— S 
- — — 0 — CIO — . — 
= — 8 — 4 2 of * — 
— « — —_— =_ : : 0 — W — — 
X — lt — . 4 , 
- — . 2 * pa 8 — - =” * _ - Þ 
— a. 6. DJ . = — h — 
= . — dy — * — 2 * — 
= — — y IEEE ond ered — — . - 2 — 
. — — * —_— — — — * 
. — — — — 
. 5 . — — —— 
F * _ 8 — —— 7 — 
” « . 


— oa 

- - 
— 5 — 
OO — ee 


Me a o — 
— " * — — - 
— — — — 
- 


— IIS 


(208) 
Then I reſolv'd to uſe my utmoſt Endeavours t 
regain his Favour : And in order to it, to return 


to Madrid, where, by a great Application to Bu- 
ſineſs, I might make ſome Amends for my former 
Errors. But, to my Shame be it ſpoken, my 
Love for Eleonor was indeed the true Motive 
which induc'd me to it. The Cate ſhe had taken 


of my Safety; oblig'd me to a grateful Return, 
and the dangerous Circumſtances I had left her in, 


did, (I imagin'd) require my Aſſiſtance. I fam. 
_ cyd that the King having forſaken her, her Hus. 


band's Jealouſie and Reſentment might provoke 

him to a fatal Revenge, and accus d my {elf of 

Baſeneſs, in leaving her as I had done. | 
How wretched is their Condition, who en- 


ſlave themſelves to the moſt unruly Paſſion ! It 


not only blinds them, bur alſo puffs them up with 
a Conceit, that none are ſo quick ſighted as them: 
ſelves; for had all the World told me I was mad, 
to dream of returning to Madrid, I ſhould have 
thought my ſelf wiſer than all the World, ſo 
clear and convincing did thoſe Reaſons ſeem, which 
induc d me to it. Not but I, ſometime, made 
{light Reflexions on the Temerity of my Deſigu, 
but the more raſh it ſeem'd to me, the more deſi 
rous I was to go about it, fancying it an Heroick 
Action, thus to venture my Life for the ſake of 
my Miſtreſs. I hope none of my Readers wil 
be of the ſame Opinion I was then of, in com- 
mending an Amorous Generoſity, which would 
have exposd me to greater Hazards than Wt 


* 


{109 
had yet run, had not Sickneſs prevented my un- 
accountable Folly. _ | 

Being fully bent on it, I ſent the Prince a Let- 
ter, to acquaint him, That preferring his Ser- 
vice before any other Conſiderations, I was re- 
turning into Spain, and hop'd he would do me 
the Honour, by writing more obligingly, to 
let me know, I had regain'd his Favour ; which 
being ſent, I ſet out for Madrid, in ſpite of my 
Indiſpoſition; but the very firſt Day's Journey 
ſpent me quite, ſo that I was forc'd to ſtop at Fox 
tarabia, Where I kept my Bed near ſix Weeks, un- 
der ſo violent a Diſeaſe, that my Life was often 
deſpair'd of. | 1 

I had, upon my falling ſick, ſent a Letter to 
Eleonor, to acquaint her, That it was impoſſible 
for me to leave her, and that I deſign'd to lee 
her, as ſoon as my Health would permit, to of- 
fer her my Service and Aſſiſtance, in a Time 
when I fear*d ſhe had need of them. I had alto 
order d the Meſſenger to enquire what People 
laid of me there; and eſpecially concerning Man- 
riqae and his Wife. 

He deliver'd my Letter to Eleanor, who re- 
ply'd by Word of Mouth, that 1 had beſt keep 
away, and that ſhe had no other Antwer to give 
him. As for Manrique, he was told, That Lord 
made ſtrict Search after me; that his Wife had 
inform'd him, I was Maley- Aſan, who, after ſe- 
veral unſucceſsful Attempts upon her Chaſtity, 


had out of Revenge, contriv'd what had hap- 
. P | pen'd 


| | | ( 210 3 WE | | 
pen'd ; that the 4/gerize had been ſet at Liber. 
ty, after a ſharp Reprimand ; and that I muſt 
never think of returning to Madrid any more: 
He brought me this Anſwer at a Time when! 
began to grow better; and Ithink, that had my 
Recovery been more perfect, I would have ven. 
tur'd through all theſe Dangers, ſo much was! 
diſpleas'd at Eleouor's not writing to me, and ſo 
great was my Deſire of ſeeing her. But, hap- 
pily for me, I was too weak to undertake ſuch 
a Journey, and found J had nothing elſe to do 
but to forget her, and uſe all poſſible Means to 
regain my Health. = 
Thus I quite laid aſide the Thoughts of Re. 
turning. But before I proceed any farther, it 
will not, I hope, be unacceptable to my Reader, 
if I inform him of whar happen'd at Madrid 
ſince my being gone, which, tho' I heard it not 
long ſince, does, I think, naturally belong to 
this Place, having ſome Relation to what I have 
lately been ſpeaking of. Eo | 


T left there my two Miſtreſſes, Eleonor and 
T/avella, having lov'd them both, tho? in a very 
different manner; for I eſteem'd the former, and 
the latter I fear'd. The one had charm'd me 
thro? her ſeeming Virtue and Generoſity; and 


the other, on the contrary, by her Forwardnels 


and che Undauntedneſs with which ſhe ſatisfy d 
her unruly Paſſions; but we ſhall find their 
Characters. to be much alike, when their Cir- 

EE | | cumitances 


Can} 


cumſtanees were the ſame : And from what I : 


t am going to relate, the Reader may know what 
an Opinion he ought to have of thoſe Women 
LW whole greateſt Care is to get many Lovers , 
got being contented with one Husband or Gal- 


SBI ; 

It being I/abella's Temper ever to give way 
to her Inclinations, ſhe ſhew'd her ſelf in all her 
Intrigues as Fantaſtical, as when being enamour'd 
with me, while under the Slave's Diſguiſe, ſhe 
could not ſuffer me, when in my own Habit. 
So moſt of the Men ſhe was concern'd with, 
were but of an ordinary. Condition, and ſuch as 
ſhe might eaſily ſacrifice to her Husband?s Jea- 
louſie: Not but that ſhe often met with Ad- 
mirers of a higher Rank, as the following Story 
will teſtifie. 


Scarce was ſhe Marry'd, and had appear'd 
at Court, when her Beauty enſnar'd moſt young 
Lords there; but the moſt ſincere and paſſi- 
onate of her Lovers was the Prince de 
the handſomeſt Man certainly in all Spaiz, and 
of the beſt Preſence. He- was juſt upon Mar- 
rying the Marquifs ld —————'s Daughter, 
who was reckon'd the greateſt Fortune in 
that Kingdom, and by whom he was tender- ' 
8 when he grew acquainted with Ja. 
ella. | 


— 


1 


1 He 


ous 

le was certainly rather bewitch'd than in 
Love; for his Doatage was ſuch, that to break 
off, or at leaſt to defer his Marriage, he pretend. 
ed a Defire of entring into Orders, and offerd 
to reſign his Birth-Right and his Spouſe to his 
younger Brother; his Father was almoſt per. 
{uaded to it, and the Thing would have been done, 
had he not been cur'd of his Folly. 
_ - Jſabella return'd his Paſſion with an unſuffer. 
able Pride, and according to her uſual Cuſtom, 
inform'd her Husband of it, who was as kind 
to bim, on that Score, as he had been to me: 
So that the Prince, what thro' her Scorn, and the 
Impoſſibility of ſeeing her, fell ſick with Def 


pair. 5 98 
le had a very cunning Fellow to his Valet dt 
Chambre, whom he had ſometimes ſent with Let. 
ters to Iſabella. This Man knowing the Cauſe 
of his Diſtemper, told him, He pity'd him, and 
the more, becauſe his Miſtreſs was Chaſte only t 
him, having, to his Knowledge, an Intrigue 
with one of her Servants; which he could have 
. > him before, had he not fear'd his Diſplez 
wire, L 85 | | | ; 
I be Prince was like to have kill'd him, for 
talking ſo injuriouſly of his Miſtreſs; and he, 
ſeeing his Lord's Blindneſs was fo great, reſolv' 
to open his Eyes. He got acquainted with Mar 
 rique's Man, and by the Promiſe of a conſidera 
ble Sum, inticd him to make the Prince a Con 
felſſion of the whole Buſineſs. His Highneſs gait N 
RE "= 
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nas little Credit to Maur ique's Servant, as he had 
done to his own, and would ſcarce hear them, 
; | till they had offer'd to procure him à Sight of 
what he doubted. Accordingly they took. their 


d a a | 

ic MW Meaſures, which having ſucceeded, the Prince 
r. vas an Eye-Witneſs to her Lewdneſs. 
e, But this Flame could not be extinguiſh'd by ſo 


r. to let her know what he had ſeen, with a Leſigu 
n MW (lo mean and weak was he in that Occaſion) not 
11 Ml to ſhame her by taxing her with ſo baſe an Acti- 
e: on, but by his mild paſſing it over, to engage 
he her Gratitude. | WW 

He was ſo ſimple as to tell her, He knew of 
her Intimacy with that Man, but did not love 
her the leſs for it, ſince he could impute it but 
to an Inchantment, and did not imagine that a 


r bs a. 
fk WW Lady of her Senſe could have ſtoop'd to one fo 
1d FF much below her, had not ſome Infernal Power 


inter pos'd in his behalf. Nay, and he offer'd by 
his Death ro free her from che Wizard, aud re- 
ſtore her to the Liberty of granting her Favours. 
tothoſe who ſhould uſe no other Charm but their. 
Love. The Lady, who was no Fool, taking 


the Hint from what he had ſaid, pretended to be- 
he WM lieve her Servant dealt with the Devil, but per- 
1 fuaded him that his Art had not been employ'd 
. to make the thing real, but only to impoſe on his 


Senſes. The Story adds, He was ſo credulous 
as to disbelieve his Eyes, and to take what he 


hs 


convincing a Proof of her Infamy, and he reſolvd 


had ſeen for a Diabolical Illuſion, However, 


(214) 
Maurigue's Servant was murther'd, and, as it was 
ſuppos d, by the Pririce's Order; who being thus 
deliver'd from the Magician, perſiſted in loving 
I/abella, and being lighted by her. 


The Spaniards being naturally very Su rftiti- 


* ous, he imagin'd that his Miſtreſs's Cruelty pro- 
ceeded from a continu'd Witchcrafr, and causd 
Maſſes to be ſaid, to drive away the envious 
Fiend; and what would have been any where 
elſe eſteem'd the greateſt Impiety, was there 
lookd upon as an Effect of his Devotion, which 


made him uſe the higheſt Myſteries of our Reli. 


gion, to obtain his vicious Ends. But, at laſt he 
came to himſelf again, and concluded his Mar. 
riage, which he would not have put off ſo long, 
had he not loath'd. all other Women, while he 
was charm'd with the ungrateful 1/abe//a. I had 


no Knowledge of this ridiculous Story, when! 


courted her, elſe I ſhouldꝭ have believ'd her lya. 
ble to. the ſame Inchantment, when ſhe could 
not ſuffer me under my own Shape, while ſhe 
Was diſtracted for me under that of an Age. 
Manrique ſeeing I had left Spain, and thus ſe- 
cur'd my ſelf from his Reſentment, gave out that 
it wasT who had perſonated the Slave, and thus 
deceiv'd the King and all the World, The King, 
who had ever miſtruſted Eleonor's Kindneſs for 
me, doubted not but it was for her ſake I had 
thus diſguis d my ſelf; which increaſing Jex 

ow . | 10UliCs, 
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louſies, he enquir d of Mazrique how he came to 
know it? Who having e It was through 
and Virtue, he was de- 


his Wife's good Conduct 
ſirbus of ſeeing her, to be farther reſolv d. I had 
never told her of my Amour with Eleonor, ſo that 
ſhe could not diſcover any thing to that Prince, 
which might confirm his Suſpicion. On the con- 
trary, her Vanity made her ſo careful to per- 


ſuade his Majeſty, that the great Love ſhe had 


inſpir'd me with, was the only occaſion of my 


| Diſguiſe, that he could not believe it poſſible for 


a Man, whoſe Paſſion for her was ſo great, to be 
at the fame Time in Love with another. But it 
ſucceeded as ill for Eleonor, as if the King had (till 
queſtion'd her Fidelity; for that Prince being e- 
ver beſt pleas'd with the neweſt Faces, found 
I/ahells handſome enough to deſerve his Affecti- 
on. 5 

The Knowledge Eleonor had of it, did her a 
great Injury; for ſhe was then in very good Re- 
pute, and every one was convinc'd that ſhe ſuf- 
fer d the King's Addreſſes out of meer Complai- 
fance, and was the only one of all his Miſtreſſes 
that had withſtood his importunate Deſires, and 
by her Virtue deſerv'd his Eſteem: But ſhe then 
deſtroy'd that Opinion; for ſhe no ſooner ſaw 


the King inclining to a Change, but us'd all poſ- 


ſible Means to reclaim him, and be reveng'd of 
her Rival. Having ſome ſmall Acquaintance 
with Marrique, ſhe ſent for him, and informing 
lim of his Majeſty's new Paſſion, advis'd him ro 
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| n 
ſend his Wife into the Country. The Succeſs 
was otherwiſe than ſhe deſign'd ; for ſhe not on- 
ly iuſpir'd him with a Jealouſie capable of hur. 

rying him into the moſt dangerous Enterprizes 
| (och as was that of croſſing an amorous Princes 
Inclinations) but alſo with a Love more daring 
yet than his Jealouſie could be. He willingly 
follow'd her Directions; and having taken his 
Meaſures accordingly, ſent 1/abe/la to a Houſe he 
bad, on the farthermoſt Confines of Spain. Hay. 
ing thus rid her of his Wife, he hop'd Eleory 
would have requited the Obligation ; bur the 
King having loſt 1/abel!s, and not thinking fit to 
uſe his Authority in recalling her, renew'd his 
Aſſiduity to Eleonor, ſo that Manrique found him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity to forbear viſiting his Mi. 
ſtreſs, or to recal his Spouſe.  _ 

Theſe were very hard Circumſtances for a jes 
lous Husband and a paſſionate Lover to be in; 
and I believe his Love would have got the better 
of his Jealouſie, had he not ſear'd by ſending 
for the one to have diſoblig'd the other.. He 
therefore left his Lady in the Country, and care 
fully watch'd the King's Abſence, to viſit Eleonqſ, 
but whether ſhe really had no Inclination for him, 
or that the King caus'd her to be narrowly ob- 
ſerv'd, he reap'd no other Profit from his Wite's 
Abſence, but the King's Diſpleaſure : However, 
he reſolv'd Eleonor ſhould not enjoy all the Bene 
fit of it, and to that Effect endeavour'd what he 
could to perſuade her Husband to ſend for her; 
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but he, who had more Reſpect for his Honour 
than his Fortune, was little mov'd with his Ar- 
guments, and thus Manrique could neither gain 
his Miſtreſs's Love, nor be reveng'd for her 
Scorn. / 1333 , 401 
Iſabella, in the mean while, bore her Confine- 
ment impatiently, and hearing Eleanor had, ſince 


her Departure, grown more than ever in the 


King's Favour, it redoubled her Grief, She was 


| alſo inform'd, How ſhe rival'd her, as well in 


her Husband's Affection as in the King's, and 
| hop'd, by giving his Majeſty Notice of it, to 
work a double Revenge. She did, and the Iſſue 


was, That Manrique was made Governor of a 


Town far diſtant from Madrid. 


{ have not heard any more of their Iutrigues; 
but when I was acquainted that Eleonor, for 
whom I had ſo great an Eſteem, had yielded to 
Manrique's Deſires, I thank'd kind Heaven, that 
had put a ſtop to my Journey. It would have 
vex'd me, that a Lady, of whom I had fo noble 


an Idea, ſhould have ſacrific'd her Honour to the 


Vanity of being Miſtreſs to a Monarch, who 


tho very worthy of the Rank he bore) was no 


ways accompliſh'd for a Lover; but that a Man 
of ſo mean Parts as Manrique ſhould have won 
her Love, enrag'd me beyond Patience. 

Thad, during my Sickneſs, the Leiſure to re- 


flect on my former Follies, and tho? I was but 


Eight and twenty, my Experience of Female 
8 75 wit ; Falſhood 


75 (218) 
Falſhood was ſuch, that I bega 
Time they had made me loſe, and to curſe them 


for being the Occaſion of the little Progreſs I had 


made in the Art Military ; for I found my Skill 
leſs than evenin my firſt Campaigns, and I well 
foreſaw that while I could not reſiſt that Temp. 
tation, I muſt never think of advancing my For- 
tune. But how, alas, ſhould I withſtand it! I 
found my Inclination ſtill ſtronger than my Rea- 
ſon, and that I ſhould never be my ſelf, while J 
remain'd in the World. This made me think of 


withdrawing from it, to which the Vexation my 


| Sickneſs and bad Succeſs gave me, did not a little 
invite me. „ po 


While I was meditating on it, and taking a 


Walk, preſcrib'd me for the Recovery of my 


Strength, I met a Man, who having perceiv'd 
me, was retiring : But his Habit agreeing with 
my Thoughts, I had a Deſire to converſe with 
him, and, won by my Inſtances, tarry'd with 
me. We at firſt diſcours'd on indifferent Matters, 
and then I ask'd him, Whether he was not an 
Hermit, and how he reliſh'd a ſolitary Life? He 
anſwer'd, That he knew not whether he ought 
ro aſſume the Holy Name of Hermit, tho? he had 
liv'd retir'd for above twelve or thirteen Years; 
fince he mutt own it to his Shame, that he had 
{till been too much affected with the Things of 
this World, and was then aQtually endeavouring 
to return into it, being perſuaded, that for a true 


= 5 Retreat, 


n to lament the 
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Retreat, a greater Call was neceſſary than any he 
had yet had. I ask d him, If the fair Sex had not 
ſome Share in the Motives that had led him to 
what he had done? To which he anſwer'd with 
a Sigh, That they were the only Cauſe of his 
Misfortunes. I told him, That, for my part, 
they had ſo perplex'd me, that I was inclin'd to 
do as he had done; Then, ſaid he, I would adviſe 
you to go about it with more Conſideration than I did, 
elſe it will be difficult for you to be more reſolute than 
| my ſelf. I thereupon deſir'd him to give me an 
Account of his Adventures, which he ſeem d un- 
willing to do; but at laſt my Entreaties prevail'd, 
_ he made me the following Relation of his 
Lite. 


I vas born in Portugal, and tho? my Habit 
and Looks may not, perhaps, ſpeak me ſuch, 
I can aſſure you, that Iam near related to King 
„Don John, who has theſe thirteen Years ſince 
found the Means to —_— on his Anceſtors 
| © Throne, I was bred up with him, while he 
« was yet but Duke of Braganxa, and ſhould have 
“ ſhar'd in his Proſperity, had I not had nearer 
e Friends than he, who engag'd me in the con- 
* trary Party; or rather, had not Love turn'd 
* my Brain. 5. 

Never was any one, at once, ſo Charming 
* and ſo Perfidious, as the Perſon I ador'd. She 
* was much about my Age, but of an unſatisfy'd 
Ambition; and had a Kindneſs for me no long» 
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er than till ſhe could fix on one, who might ſa- 
tisfy her Pride. She had been plac'd with the 
Dutcheſs of Mantua, then 8 of Porty- 
gal, was born of an Iljuſtrious Family, but 


much inferior to mine; and tho? my Eſtate was 


but ſmall, her Fortune was not anſwerable to 
it. I was poſſeſs d with an unexpreſſible Paſſi- 
on, which ſhe did, or at leaſt pretended to re- 
turn; and tho' we did not at firſt talk of Mar. 
rying, (becauſe the Duke of Braganæa would 
never have ſuffer'd me to match my ſelf ſo 


much to my Diſadvantage) yet I ſwore to her, 


That I would never have any other Woman to 
my Wife, and I liv'd in Hopes of enjoying her, 
expecting that Duke's Reſtauration would ſo 
much better my Condition, that I ſhould not 
need to Marry for a Portion. 

The Conſpiracy, which placd him on lis 
Throne, was then contriving, I was one of 
the firſt that was entruſted with that Secret, 


and 1 was ſo ſtrangely bewitch'd to my Miſtreks, 


that I could not keep it from her. It was the 
cc 


higheſt Imprudency in me, ſince living with 


the Vice-Queen, I had cauſe to fear ſhe would 


diſcover it to her; but that was not the only 


Reaſon 1 had to complain of her Indiſcreti- 


on. 
The Vice Queen had one Vaſcaitelles to her 


Secretary, who, tho' a Portwgaeſe by Birth, 
was grown the Tyrant of his owa Country, 


5 through the e ae wherewich he exer- 


6e Cig'4 


oy 


1 
« cis d the Power, which the Vice. Queen had 
« plac'd in him. He was pleas'd to be in Love 
« with my Miſtreſs, but What you will perhaps 
« onder at is, That ſhe hearken'd to, and en- 
« courag'd his Addreſſes, ſo highly was ſhe 
« charm'd with the Paſſion of a Man, who 
© only: manag'd all the Affairs of that King- 
« dom. 1 
I $Sheat firſt doubted not but he meant honour- 
“ ably; but ſoon found his Deſign was but to 
rank her with the many Miſſes his Fortune had 
“ procur'd him. 
Her Virtue ſeem'd to be too great to comply 
« with ſuch Deſires, as rended only ro her Diſho- 
4 nour; and ſhe told me one Day, That ſhe now 
* hated Vaſconcellos, as much as ſhe had appear'd 
„ complaiſant to him, while ſhe had Hopes of 
„becoming his Wife. His Wife! cry'd I, ina 
« great Surprize, How could you ever have ſuch a 
 * thought? Why, reply'd ſhe, is it not a ſtrong 
&® Enticement to be his Miſtreſs, who commands the 
| © whole Kingdom? I reproach'd her for being 
| © guilty of that Baſeneſs; and ſhe ſaid, I mutt 
| © forgive her, ſince even in that, to be in a Ca- 1 
| ©* pacity of doing me ſome Good, had been her 1 
* chieſelt Aim. This Compliment appcas'd me, 3 
and I doubted not but that the Scorn ſhe ex- 
preſs'd for my unworthy Rival was as ſincere 
„ as it ought to be, after the Diſcovery ſhe had 
„ © made of the injurious Opinion he had of her. 
er 1 heard from ſeveral Hands, that it was 
a &« affected, 
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affected, and that ſhe ſtill kindly entertaimd 
his Viſits and his Preſents. Indeed ſhe grew 
more expenſive than uſually, and having asd 


her, How her Stock had increas'd, ſhe aſſurd 


me, it was out of the Yice-Queen's Bounty. ] 
was deaf to all the Proofs that were given me 
of the Reality of her Intrigue with Vaſconcellos, 
and ] perſiſted in Adoring her, with a Reſpe& 
equal to my Love. 3 


« In the mean while the Conſpiracy broke out, 


as every one knows; the Conſpirators having 


made themſelves Maſters of the City of Lisbon, 


ſeiz d the Vice Queen and Archbiſhop of Braga 


Vaſconcellos was ſtabb'd and thrown head-long 


out of a Window, and the Duke of Bragarz: 
was four Days after Proclaim'd King of Porty- 
gal, My Hatred to Vaſconcellos mov'd me to 


aſſiſt thoſe who were order*d to murther him; 


we went up into his Chamber, where one of his 
Clerks having oppos'd us, I kilPd him at one 
Blow, and was the firſt that enter'd. We 


could not find him; and while my Comrades 


were looking for him, I eſpy'd a little Cloſet, 
half open, wherein were ſome Letters, 'which 


I took, and, unperceiv'd, diſpos'd into my Poc- 
© kets. At length, after much ſeeking, we heard 
he was hid in a Corner of the Room; we pulld 


him out thence, and knowing me again, he 
conjur'd me, for my Miſtreſs's ſake, to ſave his 
Life; aſſuring me, I ſhould oblige her highly 
in doing it. I thought he had loſt his Wits, + 
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make me a Complement, he muſt needs ima- 
| * gine, I would take as an Aﬀront, and was go- 


Ing to force a Declaration out of his own Mouth, 
to clear her Innocency. But I had not that 


Leiſure, for he had ſcarce ſpoke to me, when 


& they threw him down into the Street. 

The Tumult being appeas'd, and the City 
& quiet, my next Care was to read the Letters I 
“had found. They were moſt ſubſcrib'd by my 
« unfaithful Miſtreſs, and but too plain Argu- 
ments of her Infamy. Some of them contain'd 


| © an Account of the Plot, and I bleſs'd my kind 
„ Stars, that had directed thoſe Letters to me, 


„which had they fallen into other Hands would 


| © certainly have provid my Undoing. I kept 
them, with a Deſign to confound her, by let- 
« _ know, I had thoſe convincing Proofs 


« of her Shame; but I knew not what was be- 
* come of her, and thought ſhe might have been 


© confin'd with the Vice Queen: At laſt I heard, 


© That being a Portagueſe, ſhe was permitted to 


| © retire to one of her Relations. The News of 
Vaſconcellos's cruel Death put her into ſuch a 
| © Fury, that ſhe exclaim'd againſt thoſe who 


* had kill'd him, and againit the new King, 
* with ſuch Paſſion, that ſhe was ſecur'd as a diſ- 
affected Perſon. 
_ © I wasinform'd of all this, and certainly none 

* ought to have been more indifferent than my 
* felfon that Account: Yet I wiſh'd with Ear- 
* neſtneſsto ſee her, that I might tax her with 


* 
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her Baſeneſs and Ingratitude. I fancy'd the 


*© Hopes of being reveng'd were the only occaſj. 


« on of that Deſire, and little conſider'd, alas! 


＋ That my Love was the chief Motive, and that 
L was only willing to reproach her, becauſe 
I could not forget her. EY | 

I went to viſit her in her Priſon, and ſhe 
«* ask*d me ſcornfully, Whether it was by my 
& Order that ſhe was usꝰ'd ſo ill? Tanſwer'd, Had 
eit been ſo, I ſhould but have diſcharg'd my Ob- 
* ligarions to her, ſince ſhe was guilty of a high: 
er Crime to me, than any the Government 
could charge her with; in ſaying which, I pro. 


* 


4 duc'd the Letters I have ſpoke of, asking her, 


If ſhe knew that Hand. She anſwer'd, with: 
“out the leaſt Surſprize, That ſhe was not a- 
„ ſham'd to own them, ſince whether I knew it 
„ or no, Vaſconcellos was her Husband ; and that 
c ſhe would acknowledge none for her Friends 


« or Lovers, but ſuch as would aſſiſt her in re- | 


« venging his Death. How great ſoever my 
“ Vexation might be, to hear her talk thus, I had 
« the Power to conceal it, and continu'd ſhewing 
“ her the Letters wherein ſhe had ſo baſely be- 

& tray'd the Secret I had reveal'd to her. She told 
« me, It wes for my ſake ſhe had done it, and 
„% that ſhe never would forgive the Secretary, 
« who, inſtead of making ule of the Advices the 
ce had given him, rely d upon the Duke de Oliva 
« res, Whoſe Temporizing had ruin'd the King 
« of Spain's Intereſts. I interrupted her, deſi 
| ring 
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ring to know how that Diſcovery could be ad- 
« yantagious to me; to which ſhe reply'd, Imuſt 
« have but very little Skill in State Affairs, not 
«to ſee that the Duke of Braganza's Election 
could never ſtand, becauſe of the Diſcontent of 
« the other Princes of the Blood, who could not 
« expect ſuch Gratifications from him, as they 
might receive from the King of Hain. | 

Her Diſcourſe ſhould have mov'd me with 
« Indignation, and I ought, above all, to have 
| © reſented her Marrying my Rival. But even 
« that help'd to juſtifie her; for I had rather hear 
« ſhe had made a Match ſo much beneath her 
« ſelf, than ſuſpeCt her of being guilty of a ſhame+ 
« ful Amour; and I found, that as ſhe ſpoke 
© to me, my Heart willingly yielded to her 
2 — uments, and took her Part againſt my 
6 elf. : | 
e Tcarry'd on my Blindneſs fo far, that I found 
“ ſome Probability in what ſhe ſaid, of the ill 
4 Bottom which the new Government ſtood on, 
« and grew .inclinable to a Revolt. But I did 
&« not then diſcover it to her, and continu'd that 
© Converſation in the ſame Strain J had begun. 
« But it is impoſſible for a Lover to conceal his 
4 Weakneſs, and, in fpite of my Diſſimulati- 
on, ſhe perceiv'd the Effect of her deluding 
Words. | 
| *« Timagin'd the Sight of her had occaſion'd 

* my Folly, but her Abſence could not cure it; 
for the Thoughts of her Miſery mov'd my 

| | =” . 
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* Compaſſion, and I judg'd it not impoſſible for 
eme to obtain her Liberty. I ſu'd tor it, repre. 
* ſenting, That what ſhe had ſaid was ſpoke in a 
„Heat of Paſſion, which had put her beſides her 
« felf, and that ſhe was now grown very peni- 
& tent. My Requeſt was eaſily granted, and jt 
% was not thought dangerous to releaſe a Maid, 
ce too weak to act what her Paſſion or Grief might 
« prompt her to. = 


& No better Token can be given of the Strength 


cc of my blinded Love, than the Tranſport I was 
“ in. I ran to the Priſon, and having kindly re- 
% proach'd her, told her, That the better to let 
& her know what a Lover ſhe had been ungrate- 
& ful to, I was come t/ acquaint her, That thro' 
% my means {ſhe was free. She was leſs careful 


ec to thank me, than to repeat what ſhe had al- 


ready ſaid about the preſent Government, and 
“ to perſuade me, That my Fortune had been 
« more ſplendid, had Portugal remain d under 
the Spaniſh Dominion. Neither would I then 
“let her know how far her Arguments prevail'd 
„* with me; but having taken her out thence, 
« carry'd her to that Relation, at whoſe Houle 
“ ſhe had been arreſted. ' Sa 

« I viſited her often, and perſiſted in loving her 
<« with as much Zeal, as if I never had had any 
e occaſion to complain of her. She ſeem'd allo 
&« to have forgot her former Lover, and J dar'd 
& not make too ſtrict an Enquiry into the Na- 
sture of the Engagement ſhe had had ä 
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« [eſt I ſhould thence have a Reaſon to hate her, 
« | was reſolv'd to adore. Another would not 
& make ſo open a Confeſſion, but I freely own it 
to you, Who ſeem not to be unacquainted with 
« the Inchanting Power of Love. 
' © She had not been long out of her Confine- 
© ment, when I perceiv'd the Duke of Caminha, 
« whoſe Name] ſhall not conceal, fince his Mis- 
fortune is ſo publickly known, viſited her aſſi- 
„ duouſly enough, to make me fear him as a Ri- 
val. The Marquis de Villa Real, Father to that 
* Duke, was nearly related to me, as we were 
Hall Three to the new King. | 

I did not at firſt expreis my ſealouſie to my 
* Miſtreſs, but his Viſits became ſo frequent, and 
they took ſuch Care to be in Private, thatT 
could no longer be ſilent. She anſwer'd me, 
That by diſcloging a Sccret to me, ſhe would 
* diſcharge the Obligation ſhe ow'd me, for that 
had formerly diſcover'd to her; adding, She 
did not do it ſo much to fſatishe my Jealouſie, 
as to inſpire me with Thoughts wortby of my 
Birth, and to let me have a Share in a glorious 
' Delign then on foot, which concern'd me as 
much as any one. Then ſhe told me, The 
' Duke of Caminha courted her, and that ſhe had 
found in him the Noble Sentiments {he had in 
* vain expected from me. In a Word, continu'd 
' ſhe, he does not, like you, ſit tamely, while Don 
John enjoys 4 Crown he has no better Title to than 
' any of you, and we ſhall ſhortly behold our Country 
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* ider the D:minion of its lawful Sovereign, Hal 
* ving ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe inform'd me off 
© a Conſpiracy, which was then contriving, id 
„ aſſaſſinate Don John and his Queen, and reel 
ce bliſh the Spaniſh Government. That the Arch] 
& biſhop of Braga was the Head* of it, and tui 
1. Marquiſe of Villa Real, the Duke of Caminh 
« with ſeveral other Perſons of the Firſt Quality 
his Accomplices; adding, I might, if! pleasty 
« be admitted into the Society. 
« Task'd her, Whether ſhe had been ordert 1 
« to tell me of it? She ſaid, No; but that uf 
& lov'd me well enough to wiſh 1 ſhould not b 
the only one of all my Family, who had iv | 
& Hand in ſo Noble and Heroick an Enterprize 
„Then I deſir'd her not to let them know ſi 
« had; ſaying, It was not that I refus'd bein j 
_ concern'd, but reſented their having done ij 
e without my Knowledge. She reply'd, It va 
* not too late, and that ſhe would perſuade th! 
« Duke of Caminha to diſcover it to me. 
( geing return'd home, I conſider'd what 
had beſt to do. My Love would ſoon hat . 
« gdetermin'd it, had not the Duke of Caminlu 
« prevented it; for the manner wherein ſhe half! 
* acquainted me with his Paſſion, made me-ap . 
« prehenſive, leſt if the Delign ſucceeded, ſhe] ! 
<« would have preferr'd him before me, and. 
„ ſhould thus have contributed to my own U. 
* eee 
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ne off two Days after we had this Diſcourſe, the Plot 
. if} vas diſcover'd by the Archbiſhop's Unadviſed- 
elta l refs, who was ſo raſh as to ſend a Pacquet to 


I . 4 . . 
Arch Parr, wherein was a very particular Account 


did it, and a Lift of the Conſpirators. They 
he vere all arreſted, and my Name not being men- 
ality] 
eas d 


kreſd's Liberty, gave Grounds for Suſpicion, 


der 
the was ſeiz d with the reſt, and the Accuſati- 


at ſh 


Ot be > | 
d nd that ſhe was condemn'd to loſe her Life; but 


prize the Queen, out of a particular Favour, changd 
w 1} the Puniſhment ſhe was lyable to, into a per- 


being petual Impriſonment. The Marquiſs of iz 
one i Rea, and Duke of Caminha were beheaded, 
t wa and the Archbiſhop of Braga died for Grief 
Je t in his Priſon ; the reſt of the Accomplices 


| ufer'd, and thus the whole Deſign was fru— 


„hat frated. 


han, Altho' I was not in Cuſtody, I ſoon ſaw that 
int was ſtrictly obſerv*d, and fearing io be ſecu- 


e hal ed, reſolv d to abſent my ſelf. Here you will 
e apf have an Inſtance of my Weakneſs, and of my 
„ ſi falſe Miſtreſs's Perfidiouſneſs. I had not the 
andi Courage to leave my Native Country, before l 
1 Ur had us d my Endeavours to deliver her out of 
I ber Confinement, tho? the Favours ſhe had 
| Fanted ro /aſconcellos, and her later Engage- 
N WJ „ ment 


* & But I perplex'd my {elf to no purpoſe; for 


ton'd,*I was left at Liberty, tho' the near Re- 
ation I had to the Marquis de Villa Real and 
the Inſtances I had made to procure my Mi- 


ons againſt her were ſo weighty and evident, 
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ment with the Duke of Caminha ought to have 
procur'd her my Scorn and Hatred. But! 
thought by ſo convincing a Proof of my Aﬀe 
Sion, to have oblig'd her to return it; and 
beſides, my Paſſion was indeed ſo ſtrong, that 
I expected no Happineſs out of her Company; 


Means of favouring her Eſcape than «o ſecure 
my own. "7% bas 
* It was in a Convent that ſhe was kept Pri. 
ſoner; and I caus'd a Note to be deliver'd ti 
her, wherein I gave her Notice, That at a 
certain Time it ſhould be ſet on Fire, in the 
Corner next to her Chamber, and that ſhe 
might, during the Buſtle, come to a Walll 
deſcrib'd, on the other ſide of which I ſhould 
be with a Ladder, ready to throw it over when 
he ſhould call for it. „ 
I was as good as my Word, and my Project 
having been put in Execution, I came to the 
Place appointed, where having tarry'd ſom 
Time, I got up, and ſaw no Body on the 6 
ther Side; however, I ſtaid there till the Fire 
was over, When I went away, heartily vexd 
at my ill Succeſs. But my Grief had been 
much greater, had I known how I was pre 
vented. The Ungrateful Lady, for whoſe 
lake I had ventur'd on this deſperate Attempt, 
had no ſooner receiv'd my Note, but ſhe {ent} 
it to the Queen, thinking by that ſeeming Ge 
nerolity to have gain'd the Queen's Bog 
| 1 
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J* and the eaſier procur'd her own Liberty. The 
Queen gave little heed to it, but, upon Advice 
that the Convent was on Fire, ſhe ſent ſome 
Guards to ſecure me. He who commanded 
# them, on purpoſe, avoided me, for beſides that 
he had a great Kindneſs for me, he fear'd leſt 
du my Death, joyn'd to that of all my Kindred, 
«UF ſhould have occaſion'd new Diſcontents, and 
pl. conſidering that the Government was not yet 
9 well eſtabliſbd, thought he ought, for that 
(oF « Time, to wave his Obedience, ſince he might 
a YJ* thereby at once oblige his Friend, and ſerve his 
Prince more effettually. | 
1 © The next Morning he ſent me an Account 
* of what had happen'd, and that all the Re- 
ward which my Miſtreſs had gain'd, was, 
that the Queen had permitted her to take a 
al“ Nun's Habit, if ſhe had an Inclination that 
J* way. Her Treachery ſorely afflicted me, and 
J*I was at laſt convinc'd of my Folly, in being 
thus obſtinately bent to love a Woman ſo un- 
Tit * worthy of my Kindneſs. = | 
„In the mean while the aforeſaid Note was 
bel“ 2 Preſumption ſtrong enough to render me 
J guilty ; ſeveral concurring Clrcumitances were 
: brought in, to prove me a Traytor, and upon 
= the whole I was Outlaw'd, and my Eſtate 
"IF Confiſcated. I have always believ'd, that they 
Ce. Were not deſirous of having me appreliended; 
„“ for had any Search been made, I ihould ſoon 


© have been found out; but it is very likely, 
Q 4 | that 
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that my Abſence was rather wiſh'd for than 
« my Death. 

« T was ſo depreſsd with Grief, that I took 
no Care to ſeek for a Refuge; and hearing my 
_< Miſtreſs had accepted the Queen” s Favour, ar 
& taken the Veil, I choſe to imitate her. I have 
* ſince endeavour'd to enter into ſeveral Monaſte- 
- & ries, under a fictitious Name, but none would 
e receive me. I was. at Rome and at Paris, 
c /where I continu'd ſome Time) with the ſame 
& Deſign ; but ſeeing J could not ſucceed, I at 
« laſt came hither, where I have led this Life a= 
« bove theſe ſix Years. 


- 


KR 
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The Portugueſe having ended his "IN 1 made 
him ſome Objections, which I had forbore for 
fear of interrupting him, for, intleed, I could. 
ſcarce believe what he ſaid, and concluded, That 
if it was true, he muſt certainly have been Mad. 
He anſwe:'d them. And 1 had the Comfort to 
meet with a Man whoſe Follies exceeded mine. 
I afterwards ſaw him very often, and under- 
food, That weary'd with his Condition, he 
was folliciting for a Pardon, and to be once 
more poſſeſsd of his Eſtate ; but that he was 
afraid one Thing would binder ; it, which was, 
That having not been heard of, ſince his Jeav- 
ing Portagal, every one there thought him 
Dead; and his Sufferings having made a great 
Alteration in him, he might be taken for ao 
Lmpoſtor. Bur I endeavour'd to rid him ot 

3 that 
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that Scruple, and to encourage him in his De. 
ſign. „ 
1 was much more ſenſible in his Company 
than alone; for then reflecting on my former 
Adventures, I thought my Misfortunes at leaſt 
equal to his. What he would have made me 


fear, that tho' I had Courage enough co re- 


nounce the World, I ſhould ſoon be tir'd with 


that Station, had but a ſmall Influence over me; 
and I doubted not, but being once engag'd into 


the Auſterities of a Monachal Life, I ſhould. 
have Reſolution enough ro go through them ; 
ſo great is the Preſumption of vain, ignorant 
Men, who rely on their own Strength, for 
what they can only expect, but from God's eſ- 


pecial Mercy. With the like Arrogance did I 


fancy my Conſtancy could be greater than that 
of the Portugueſe, whoſe Irreſolution I pity'd. 


But indeed my Hour was not yet come; and 


the Deſire I had of a Retreat, was only ground- 
ed on Lazineſs and Diſcouragement, the natu- 


ral Conſequences of a tireſome, unfortunate and 


unquiet Life; which, no doubt, was the Rea- 
ſon, why I was not more ſtedfaſt in my Pur- 
poles. God grant, I may now with more 


PFirmneſs effect, in my latter Age, what 1 had 
_ reſolved on in my þlooming Years. The 


Truth is, I would have built a Houſe before I 
had laid any Foundation; for without any 


Knowledge of the chief Points of my Religt- 


on, or the foregoing Practice of a Virtuous 
SE „ Lie, 
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Life, I would on a ſuddain have turn'd Saint; 
and being wholly taken up with this Deſign, 
T took my Leave of the Hermit, and took 
Poſt for Paris; deſiring, before I enter'd into 
a Religious State, to conſult my Carmelite, or 
rather that ſhe ſhould applaud my Intentions, 
which my Vanity made me conceive as very 
Praiſe-worthy. 0 4 

That generous Maid, who was well acquaint- 
ed with the Life I deſign'd to embrace, advisd 
me not to enter too {lightly into it; but be- 
fore I did, to ſubmit, for ſome Time, to the 
Directions of a Holy Father, who might judge 
better than my ſelf, whether I was really ti 
for it. I was frighten'd with the long Prepa- 
_ rations, which ſhe told me were neceſſary, ba- 
fore I openly declar'd my, Intentions, and loth 
to defer ſo long the Pleaſure my Vanity ex- 
pected, from hearing every one commend my 
Heroick Courage, in depriving my ſelf, at 
that Age, of the Pleaſures of this Life. Tho? 
I was aſham'd to own my Thoughts, ſhe 
_ eaſily perceiv'd. I was not ſuch as God requires 
for his more immediate Service; and told 
me plainly, That I muſt not think of it, un- 
leſs I had Refolution enough to retire into 
ſome private Place, and ipend half a Year at 
leaſt in the moſt ſevere Auſterities and ſincere 
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It was one of the moſt prudent Actions that 
ever I did, to conſult a Woman of fo piercing 
and ſound a judgment; for how many would 
there have been, who, inſtead of duly weigh- 
ing all theſe Conſiderations, would rather have 
hurry'd me into what they would have fan- 
cy'd a glorious Enterprize ; and thus my Un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs would have expos'd me to Deriſi- 
on. But ſeeing I could not ſubmit to thoſe 
Exeminations, which ſhe thought abſolutely 
neceſſary, ſhe told me, I muſt look upon this 
Maggot but as a Temptation of my Lazineſs 
and Idleneſs; that it was not what God re- 
quir'd of me, only ſhe wiſh'd I would take 
more Care of my Conſcience, conſider what J 
was born to, and, by fixing in the Army, put 
an End to my Kaoight-Errant's Adventures. 
She added, I had a fair Oportunity to lead a 
Virtuous Life, in that having been ſome "Time 
from Paris, and being thus grown out of Peo- 
ple's Knowledge, I might eaſily forſake my 
Rake-Hell Acquaintance, and by beginning well, - 
avoid the Cenſure of a ſuddain and unexpected 
Change. | 


But being, by her Advice, enter'd into a Re Ml 


ligious Houle for a few Days, that I might the 
more undiſturb'd employ my ſelf in repent- 
ing me of my former- Errors, and in an un- 
feign'd Devotion, I found in their Library a 
Volume of Abaillard's Letters. I had the Cu- 
rioſity to read it, having ſeen ſome of them 
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in Spain; for tho) I had in that manner been 
toſs d from Place to Place, and wholly buſied 
in an Active Lite, yet I had not forgot my old 
Acquaintance with the Muſes. I found, in 
reading them, ſo great a Reſemblance between 
Aloiſia's Character and that of my Carmelite's, 
and his Paſſion and mine, that it kindled a- 
freſh, and I lov'd my Nun with more Ferven- 
cy than I had ever done. 3 

I had but a Glimpſe of her Face ſince my 
Return from Spain, and ſhe had then appear'd 
ſo handſome, that the Idea of her Beauty in- 
flam'd my Deſires, which were more frong 
than in the greateſt Heat of our former En- 
gagement. I dwelt wholly on theſe Thoughts, 
and my only Pleaſure was, to view my Heart 
in the Deſcription Abaillard made of his own. 
I imagin'd the ill Succeſs of all my former 
Amouts, was a Judgment on me, for leaving 
the only Perſon I had ever really lov'd. I of- 
ten reflected that ſhe was my Wife, and that all 
the Law in the World freed her from an Ob- 
ligation ſhe could not lawfully have taken upon 
her ſelf. - 
Thus was I taken up with theſe frivolous 
Thoughts; and certainly never was a Paſſion 
at once more violent and unhappy than mine, 
for tho? I were Marry'd to her, yet I judg'd it 
impoſſible to perſuade her to leave the Nunnery; 
and the leſs was my Hope, the greater was my 
vv 
* How 
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How often did JI repent me of my Com 
plaiſance, in ſuffering her to take that Habit! 
And curs'd the unfortunate Minute of our 
Parting. I doubted not but my former Flames 
were never well extinguiſh'd, and that the 
Kindneſs 1 had for feveral others, had never 
reach d my Heart. But now Love diſplay'd 
its whole Force in me, and had I a thouſand 
Lives, I would have given them all to be 
in the ſame State with her as formerly , 
N her Virtue was all the Oppoſition I met 
with. X > 
Its Violence robb'd me of Eaſe and Reſt. 
I ſpent whole Nights in writing Letters to 
her, which I burnt in the Morning ; not da- 
ring to acquaint her with my Sentiments. 
However, I at laſt reſolvid to tell her of my 
Sufferings, and made her a Viſit with that 
Deſign. Oh, how the charming Accent of 
her Voice raviſpd my Soul! My Tranſport 
was ſo great it took away my Speech; when 
perceiving my Diſorder, ſhe ask'd me, What 
J aiPd? I fell upon my Knees, and conjur'd 
her to hear, and not to hate me. Then I 
diſclos'd the Fierceneſs of my raging Love, 
begging ſhe would at leaſt afford her Pity. 
She yielded her Attention, and only inter- 
rupted me with Sighs. Altho' I could not 
ſee her, yet I heard her Weep. Ah! cry'd I 
then, May 1 hope you are mov'd with my Suffer- 
ings? She could not curb her Tears impe- 
Ds | | tuous 
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tuous Stream, and was ſome Time withou 
replying to me; but at laſt did thus expreſs 


am mobd, and give too much Way to the plea- 


my Thoughts of you have ever been the ſame; 
not Abſence, nov my Vows, could ere deſtroy, nor 
Time Deface that Charming, Dear Idea; with 
Jealouſie and Grief I have ſeen you engag d to o- 
ther Women , and ao ſtill doat on you with the 
Tender neſs I ever did. She ſtopp'd, and I was 
ſeiz d with ynſpeakable Raptures; but the 


in, and the invincible Impediments which 

posd my Bliſs; ſoon dampt my forward 
Joy. Ah then, ſaid I, ſince we ever lov'd each 
other, why did we thus deprive us of thoſe Sweets 


then no Hope? Oh! Were you half as willing 
as my ſelf, there are no Hes which can keep us 
aſunder. I 1 

There ſhe ſtopp'd my Diſcourſe, begging 
me not to entertain theſe 1dle Thoughts, but to 
ſacrifice to the Almighty, as ſhe had done a 
Paſſion contrary to his Commands ; . ſhe told 
me too, She found her Death drew near, and 
by a ſecret Warning, was admoniſh'd to pre- 
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er felt. I maſt confeſs, with Shame, I hat 


fine News, That you can love me ſtill: Tie 


true, That ſince the Moment I have known you, 


' dreadful Thought of the Condition ſhe was 


we might together have enjoy d! What is there 


My 


— 
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My Sadneſs at theſe Words was ſuch , as 
cannot expreſs, and I deſu'd her to inter- 
ceed with Heaven, That ſince we might not 
live together, 1 ſhould at leaſt die ſoon aſter 

| her. This Converſation laſted ſome Hours, 
and was the laſt I had with her; for tho? in 
a ſeeming good Health, ſhe had no ſooner left 
me, but was taken with a violent Fever, and 
a ſhort while after departed this Life : I en- 
deavour'd all I could to viſit her once more, 
and often entreated a Nun, ſhe lov'd, to ſpeak 
to her for me; but my Carmelite pray'd her, 
to ſuffer her to forget me, and all the World, 
that ſhe might think of God alone. Then 
ſhe deſir'd her to aſſure me, That ſhe died 
with the ſame Affection for me ſhe ever had; 
and never mention'd me any more, only 

| ſometimes reflecting on the Gifts of Divine 
Providence to her; {ſhe implor'd Heaven to 
be as Merciful to me; . and I doubt not bur it 
is to her Prayers I ſtand indebted for having liv'd 
to an Age, when I may reflect on my former 
Wandringss. 8 | = 

[ ſhall not undertake to deſcribe my Afflicton. 
The Reader may well imagine it was not ſmal}, 
tor ſhe died when my Love was rais'd to its high- 
r „ 

Ireſolv'd to follow the good Counſels ſhe had 
given me; and at once inform'd my Brother 
with my Return, and deſign to lead a better Life. 
I was fill'd with the beſt iZefires in the wor 


On, _— Sams Ah. 
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dutthe Sequel of my Hiſtory will ſhew, that [ 
kept not my Reſolutions, and will afford as 
odd Adventures as thoſe I have already related ; 
which will, I believe, be read with a greater 
Pleaſure, ſince I ſhall have occaſion to give an Ac- 
count of the moſt remarkable Tranſactions du. 
ring thoſe Time, wherein my ſelf was often 


concern'd. 


